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sidand silver than exists at present. Every thing a a 
d hear, and feel, around us, must convince us all that 

ae aU object of the first importance. On this point, 

this If an tail offer no argument upon the present oceasion. 

therelore, I sha . } “a liat 

What. then, ia the only possible mode of accomplishing this 

: 2 It ia a law of currency aimost as universal in its 
S “ » asany law of nature, that paper and specie of the 
7 Si eenmminations cannot circulate together. Weall recollect 
pres iebrated message sent by Mr. Burke to Mr. Pitt, in the 
ine oaa7 or 1798, that if he consented to the issue of one pound 
year he would neversee a guinea again. The subsequent ex- 
aor of England had proved the sagacity of the statesman; 
MM cyineas and sovereigns Were almost as completely ba- 
ad fiom general circulation in that kingdom, as if 

- did not exist. After a persevering struggle of 
. years, led by their most distinguished statesinerk of both 
oe great political parties, the five pound note policy, originally 
sdvocated by the celebrated Adam Smith, finally prevatied. 
Que pound notes were excluded trom circulation, and in the 
course of a very few ye rs, It was estimated that one-half ofthe 
currency of that country consisted of the precious metals. 
Their lowest bank note isnowof the denomination of about 
twenty-four dollars. They have now about haifand half of pa- 
per «nd specie. a y : 
Whatis the condition of our own country in this respect? 
Can our half eagles circulate together with five dollar noies ? 
That they donot must be admitted by all. Wiil eagies ever 
circulate generally in a counr:y where there are ten dollar 
notes issued in abundance to take their place? _In those States 
where one dullar notes are In general circulation, it is almost 
az rare a thing tosee a silver dollar as it isin other States, 
where five dollar notes circulate, to find a half eagle. 

If thereever Waa a question upon which there had ap- 
peared to be an UNauimous, or an almost Unanimous, Opinion 
gnong our public men of ail parties, it was in regard to the 
neceasity of excluding from circulation all bank notes and 
other paper currency of a less de nomination then twenty 

iiars. Thia, all adimit, ought to be effected gradually, 
ad in such a manner as to give no shock to the busi- 
nese of the country; but all agree im the ultimate object, 
i was a favorite principle with General Jackson, and had 
found equal favor with the Prest lent of the United States. My 
friend from Missouri (Mr. Benton] had preseated this question 
the Senate some years ago, anton his motion we had adopred 
enam-ndment, with unexampled unanimity, provibuing the 
oficers of the Government from receiving or disbursing bank 
notesof aless denomination than twenty dollars. The sane 
priaciple had been adopted inthe celebrated currency bill, and, 
uuder ts provisions, afiera certain period, the notes of no bank 
whic) issue! notes of a less denomination than twenty dollars 
were to be received in the payment of the dues to the Gavern- 
meat. The Senator from Virginia [Mr. Rives) had made the 
a) est speech he had ever heard him deliver oa this floor, in 
favor of the principle ofexcluding from circulation notes under 
wwenty dollars, 

Now, sir,can human ingenuity devise any mode of accom. 
plishing this object so much desired by all, but by an amend- 
ment of the Constitution? If it can, P should adopt that course. 
Jhold the Constitu'ion In such reverence that 1 would not offer 
vamend it without absoluce necessity. LT would apply the 
ruleof Epic poetry to its provisions—I forget the Latin quota- 
wn—and say that the power of a Divinity ouzht never to be in- 
voked without absolure necessity. To use the phrase of the 
Senator from South Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun.] | can see no 
modeunder God's heavens of accomp|) hing the object but by 
amending the Consiitution. Tf one Siate undertakes to make 
tisretorm, what is the consequence? Other States will not 
alopt it; and their five and ten dollar notes fill up the vacuum. 
Hence, in self-defence, those States which desire a reform, are 
ovliged to submit to the evi!s of the smail note currency. There 
sno mode of reaching it but by proposing to all the States an 
amendment to the Coustitution, which willbe alike binding on 
ail. 

If concurred in opinion with the Senator from Massachu- 
e's, (Mr. Wepsrer,] that Congress already possess the power 
of regulating the currency of the States, I certainly shou!d not 
propose such an amendment. His seniiments are peculiar 
pon the subject, and I should be glad that be would point out 
we paricular manner in which this can be accomplished. It 
isceriainly not by the agency of a Bank ofthe United States; 
tecause, it such an institution should ever be re-established, and 
Itrust it never may, you could only provide by its charter 
that it should not issue notes under twenty dollars. No man 
villcontend that this would prevent the issue and circulation, 
— the authority of the States, of notes of similar denomi- 
halons, 

Who doubts the utility of such a regulation to the banks 
emselves? At present, where thre is a demand for gold and 
‘iver for exportation, and their vaulis become exhausted, they 

‘ve no mode of replenishing them. The specie necessary for 
Kus purpose is not in circulation in the country. Adopt this 
amentment, and the difficulty wiil at once vanish. As the 
#ecleis withdrawn from them, the void will be supplied by 
Hose drawing upon the circulation of the country for the ne 
(essary amount. 
*eGle and half paper, and the da ger of suspensions of specie 
Fayments will be comparatively at an end. 

tl promised that should not detain the Senate long, and 


th 


“all no: be drawn into a general discussion of the merits of 


_* Proposition at this stage, unless compelled to do so by the 
Course of other gentlemen. 
ett some further remarks from Messrs. STRANGE, WEB- 
ee UaANAN, cenit be given hereafier,) and 
. “oming to a decisiun on the question, the Senate pro- 
Weeled to the consideration of ? 
nr, _ THE SPECIAL ORDER. 
dike resolution from the Select Committee on the assumption 
DEN debts of the Siates was then taken up, and Mr. CRITTEN- 
. addressed the Senate at length on the subject. 
= STRANGE, afier making some remarksin reply, gave 
thes motion for adjournment, and 
© Senate adjourned. 











Let there be a general circulation of half 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, February 26, 18.0 

The CHAIR announced that the subject before the House wos 
the resolution reported from the Committee of Electiona, to 
grant to that committee the right to have printed such papers 
as it might deem necessary to facilitate the business belore I, 
and the substitute of Mr. Cave JoHNson therefor, in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolred, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and such of thetr proceedings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the Honse; and 
that they be instructed also to report forthwith which five of the 
ten i dividuals claiming seats from the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole State for 
Representa ives in the Congress of the United States at the elec- 
tion of 1838 in said State, with all the evidence of that fact in 
their possession: Provided, That nothing herein contained shail 
be so construed as to prevent or delay the action of said com- 
mittee in taking testimony, and deciding the said case upon the 
merits of the’ election. 

Mr. FILLMORE proposedto amend the substitute, by insert- 
ing the word “lezal"’ before the word “votes,” and to atrike out 
the word “forthwith.” 

Mr. CHARLES JOFINSON asked the gentieman from Con- 
necticut, (Mr. Sarna.) who was enti:led to the floor, to give 
way, to permit him to offer a resolution; which was read, for the 
information of the House, as follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that the Crerk of this House, without 
the authority of law, or sanction of the House of Representa- 
tives, did, on the 25th day of March, and “3d day of December 
last, make two several contracts in writing with one 8. D. 
Langtree, and by which contrac:s said Langiree agreed to fur- 
nish all the stationery, and execute all the lithographing and 
“pperplate engraving which should be required for the 
‘Pwenty-sixth Congress, as may more fully appear by referring 
to said Contracts respectively: and whereas it ia alieced that, 
In pursuance of eaid contract or contracts, eald Langtree (who 
is neither a stationer, lihographer. or engraver) has fur. ished 
and delivered to said Cusrx, for the use of this House, a large 
quantity of siatlonery, and has presented his bril for the same, 
amounung to $19.521 64, an! that eaid stationery, particularly 
the paper, isof an inferior quality, and 1s charged at prices 
equal to twenty per cent. above the usual prices of stationery 
ot the best quality, and by which difference of price and quality 
this Governmest (Cf said bill is allowed) would sustain a loss of 
more than $4,800 tor the stationery already delivered; and that 
if said contruc’s should be sanctioned by this House, and con- 
tinued in force during the Pwenty-stxch Congress, the Govern. 
ment would be subjeced toa sacrifice of more tha &15 009. 
arising from the employmentof another person to perform the 
dntics which the CLerx himeelf is required to perform, by the 
resolution of this House, passed March 3, 1827, and under which 
it has been the uiilorm practice of the Clerks of this House 
to furnish the stationery, until the making of the contracts 
ubove referred to: therefore, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House has no power or 
authority to make any prospective contract which will require 
an appropriation of moneys outor the contingent fund of this 
House, or an appropriation by Congress to satisfy the same, 
without the express anthori‘y of this Tlouse, and that the con 
tracts referred to in the foregoing preamb'e are wholly inope 
Tative and void, 

Resolved, nevertheless, That ifthe said Langtree shal! cin 














1 
Writing) elect io give up and cancel the said two contracts, 
then, and in that event, the Commirtee on Accounts are hereby 
authoriz d to andit and allow to him his bill for s atuonery al- 
ready deiivered, and services performed under said contracts, 
subject to such deductions as ought to be made therefrem, on 
account of the quality and the prices charged therefor; and 
thai said commit'ee have power to send for persons and papers. 

Mr. SMITH said he could not yield the floor, unless it was 
the understanding of the House, that he would not forfeit it by so 
domg. If it was the universal wish of the members of the 
House, that the resolution should be considered, he had no ob- 
jection to accommodate the gentleman from New York (Mr 
JOHNSON | 

Mr. JAMES GARLAND hoped the ITouse would consent 
to the consideration of the resolution, and that the investi- 
gation should be had. He asked it as a friend ef one of 
the contracting parties, [the CLerK,] as an act of justice to him, 
to the House, and the country, that the resolution should be 
passed. 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. SMITIT said be did not believe he could yield the floor, 
without forfeiting his right to it. 

Mr. 8. then occupied the floor for upwards of three 
hours in continuation of his remarks on yesterday, and in oppo- 
sition to the proposition before the House, and in commenting 
on and censuring the course which had been pursued by the 
House in reference to the New Jeisey contesi. 

Mr. FILLMORE modified his amendment to the resolution 
by substituting the word “lawful” for the word “legal.” 

Mr. RIVES followed in reply to Mr. Svrtn. He showed the 
great importance of the Houseacting speedily on the question 
of who were enti:led to seats from New Jersey; and to enable it 
to do so,he coniended that all the facts in possession of the 
committee should be reported forthwith. He inferred, from 
the course of the Opposition, that it was their object to shut 
out the bghtof truh from the people, for the purpose of mir- 
represenung the facts, and manufacturing political capital out 
of the same. 

After some remarks from Mr. WELLER, which will be here- 
after given, 

Mr. CRABB obtained the floor, and spoke in opposition to 
the proposition of Mr. Joanson. He considered it unprece- 
dented, and very unjust to the Committee of Elections—it was 
an implied censure on the committee. Mr. C. afier speaking 
a ahort time, moved that the Heuse adjourn. a 

Mr. TAYLOR demanded the veas and navs, which were or- 
dered; and were—yeas79, nays 88. , 

So the House having refused to adjourn, 


Mr. CRABB resumed his remarks for a short time, and gave 


way to 
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1). PFILLIMORE, who moved that the House adjourn; upea 
which 
Mr. TURNEY demanded the vers and nays; which were o« 
dered, aml were yeast, nave? : 
The House thea aciourned 





IN SENATE, 
Tavnspay, February 27, 140 

Mr. BUCHIANAN presented nineter nh memortale from eiu- 
ze: sof Pennsylvania, praying tor the imposimon of a moderate 
duty on hopered sicks; which were referred to the Commitee 
on Finance. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented the petition of two hundred and 
Uiirty-eight crizens of Obto, praying Congress to aid them je 
making asetementin the Territory of Oregon, on Lewis river, 
and setting forth ihe advantages that would result trom such 
settlement; which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Terrivory ; 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented a memorial from William Blake, 
praying to be allowed to import from Canada, free of duty, a 
quantity of shot, or sprue tron; which was referred to the Com 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. SPENCE presented the petition of Thomas Fraley; which 
wae referred tothe Coimmittee on Claims 

Mr. WALL presented the petition of William Conner; 
which was reterred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claime, 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Commitiee on Patents, reported @ 
bill tor the reliet of Crarles L. Fleischmann; which was ready 
and ordered toa second reading. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Piivate Land Claims, 
made an advers: report on the petition of the heirsof Madem 
De Lusser; which was ordered to be printed 

Mr. WALL trom ihe Commitee on the Judiciary, reported a 
bil! to authoize the Secre t the Troasury to make an ar- 
rangement, «Fr compromise with any of the sureties on bonds 
given to the Uniied Siates by Sainvel Swartwour, late collse qr 
of the customs ior the port of New York; which was read, and 
urdered (0 a seco, d reading. 








Mr. HENDERSOS, in puvsuance of previous notice, asked 
1d obtained leave to intreduce a bili to confirn rvey and 
location of claims for jandcs i he Stace of Mississi , ¢a ol 
the Pearl river, acd south o; the 3lstcegree ¢ rip tudes 
which Was read twice, aud relerred to the Comm e oni 


Pubhe Lancs. 

Mr. PIERCE, from the Commiitiee on Pensions, to which was 
referred t.e pediton of Jacob Bauet, asked to be discharged 
from is further considera pm; which Was agieod to 

Mr. P. also from the same cotnmivee, tuade an unfavorable 
reportin the care of Wiliam Le ebvie. 

The resolugou submitted by Mr. BUCHANAN, which was 
under consideration yes erdsy. Was then taken up, ater seme 
remarks from Messrs. CALIWGOUN, PRESTON, GRUNDY, 
DAVIS, TWENDERSON, Clay of Alsbima, ALLEN, 
STRANGE, ant BUCHANAN, which will be given hereattes 
was adopte|!, and the CHa appomted the following Senaters 
as said committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, 

Mri. GRUNDY, 

Mr. CRIPTENDEN, 

Mr. WRIGHT, 

Mr. DAVI4, 

Mr. CLAY of A'abr ma, and 
Mr. HENDERSON, 

TUE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution from the Select Committee onthe assumption 
of the debts of the States, was then taken up, and Mr 
STRANGE adlressed the Senate, atiength, inreply to Messre 
CLAY of Kentucky and CRITTENDEN, andio favor of the 
report. 

Mr. HENDERSON followed, at length. in opposition to the 
repor.. 

Ov motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the subject was informally 
passed over, 

And the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRE-ENTATIVES, 
Trurspay, February 27, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced that the subject before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Elestions, 
to grant to that cominittee the richt to have printed such papers 
as no migiit deem necessary to facilitate the business before u, 
and the substitute of Mr. Cave Jounson therefor, in the follow 
ing words: 

Resoired, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
report to this House such papers, and such of their proceedings 
as they may desire to have printed by order of the House; and 
that they be instructed also to repor. forthwith which five of the 
ten individuals claiming seats trom the State of New Jersey, re- 
ceived the greatest number of votes from the whole State for 
Representatives in the Congress of the United States at the elec 
tion of 1-38 insaid State, with all the evidence of that fact in 
their posses ion: Prorided, That nothing herein contained ehait 
be so con# rned as to prevent or delay the action ofsaid com ut 
tee In taking testimony, and deciding the said care upon the 
merits of the election. Andthe proposition of 

Mr. FILLMO2?E toamend the substitute, by inserting the 
the word “ lawiul’’ before the word “ votes,” and tostrike out 
the word “forthwith.” 

Mr. ADAMS asked Mr. Crapn (who was entitled to the floor 
on the above preposition) to give way to al ow him to presert 
a report from tie Select Cmmittee on the Smithsonian Be 
quest. It wasa subject which had excited agood deal of pub 
lic interest; and he merely wished to make the report, and have 
it printed, which would oecupy but a few moments of the time 
of the House. 

Mr. CRABB said if it was the universal coneent of the House 
to receive the report at that time, he had no objection to give 
way forthe purpore. But objection was made. 

Mr. J. W. JONES also endeavored to prevail on the gent!e- 
man from A'abamato permit him to introduce a resoiuuon, 
proposing to make the Treasury note bill the special order for 
aparticularday. The subject was one of eo much ingportaiwe 
as to hive called from the President of whe Unived States @ spe- 
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cial message, accompanied by a statement from the Secretary 
of the Treasury, showing the absolute necessity of immediate 
action on the subject. 

Mr. J. was here interrupted in his remarks by several mem- 
bers, who objected to the introduction of the reseiution; and 

Mr. CRABB reiterated that he had no objecuon to give way for 
the introduction of any oe which would meet the ge- 
nercl approbation of the House; but objection was still persisted 


ir 

Mr. C. thea, in continuation of his remarks of yesterday, con- 
tended that the proposition before the Houss was not only un- 
precedented io the legislation of Congress, but was discourteous 
tw the committee of which he was a member, and a reflection 
upon it, highly censurable. Atthe expiration of the morning 
hour Mr. C. was interrupted in his remarks by 

Mr. BRIGGS, who called for the orders of the day 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, who was in favor of the [Mouse finish- 
ing the business before it, demanded the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. MORGAN moved acall of the House 

Mr. HOFFMAN demanded the yeas and nays on the mo- 
tion whether there should be a cali; which were ordered, and 
wero—yeas 80, nays 97. 

0 the House refused to have a cal! 

Mr. CRABB resumed his remarks, and occupied the remain- 
der ofthe day in an examination of various precedents of con- 
teated elections, to show that the course of the Commitee of 
Elecuons, in granting tine to the contestants to take testimony, 
was perfectly justified by those precedents. He also madea 
justification of the course which the Governor and Privy 
Council of New Jersey had pursued in granting certuficates 
age tbe incomplete result of the polls presented to them. 
He had no doubt they were governed by pure and patriotic 
motives, without regaid tothe future, orto what the ultimate 
effect that decision would have upon the organization of the 
ATouse 

Mr. C. coneluded at four o'clock, when he offered the follow- 
lug amendment to the resolution, in the words of the Constitu- 
uun, to be inserted after the word “votes,’’ “given by electors 
having the qualification requisite for the elector of the most 
numerous braach of the Legislature of said State ”’ 

Mr. FILLMORE accepted the above asa modification of his 
amendment; wheo 

Mr. MEDILL obtained the floor, and was about proceeding 
io his remarks, but, by the svlicitation of several members, gave 
way to 

Mr. STARKWEATHER, who moved that the House 
adiourn. 

Mr. TURNEY demanded the yeas aud nays on that motion, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 105, nays 81; aecord- 
tngly, 

‘he House then adjourned, 





IN SENATE, 
Faipay, February 28, 1540. 

The CHAIR submitted a report from the Secretary ef the 
Treasury, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in re- 
lation to,ythe payment of Government drafts by the deposiie 
banks since the general resumption of specic payments in 
1338; which waa laid on the table, and erdered to be printed. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented several Abolition petiuons: the 
motions to receive which were laid on the table. 

Mr.W. also presented a remonstrance against the use of blood- 
hounde in the Florida war; which was laid on the table. 

Also, apetition for a Congress of Nations to adjust interna- 
onal diticulties; which was referred to the Committee of Fo- 
reign Relations. 

Also, seven petitions from citizens of Philadelphia county, 
praying the restoration and continuation of the protective sya- 
tem; which were referred to the Committeeon Manufactures. 

Also, a petition from Henry Wileon for a pension; which was 
referred to the Comuiittee on Pensions. 

Also, the petition of a number of umbrella makers, praying 
the imposition of a duty on imported silk umbrellae and para- 
sole; which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented eight memorials from citizens 
of Philadelphia county, praying the restoration and continua- 
tion of the protective system. Mr. B took that occasion to say, 
that when this important subject was -taken up for considera- 
tion, 1H could not originate in the Senate, as, by an express con- 
sutuuional provision, all revenue bills must originate in the 
House of Representatives. The memorials were referred to 
the Commiitee on Manufactures. 

Mr. ALLEN presented three memorials from citizens of 
Washington city, praying the renewal and modification of the 
charter of eaid city; which were referred to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia, and ordered to be printed 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial of a number of citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the passage of a general bank- 
supt law; which was referred to the Committee on the Judi- 
eiary. 

r. B. also presented two memorials remonstrating against 
the use of bloodhounds in the Florida war; which were laid on 
the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Naval Affaire, to 
which was referred certain reeolutions of the General Assembly 
of Oonnecticut in favor of the establishment of a national foun- 
dry within that State, asked to be discharged from the further con- 
sideration thereof, and that it be referred to the Commitiee on 
Military Affairs; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MOUTON presented a memorial of citizens of New Or- 
leans, praying a repeal of the naturalization jaws; which was 
laid on the table. 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Private Land Claims, to 
which was referred the memorial of Simon Giron, made an 
alverse report thereon; which was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. NICHOLAS, from the Committee on Military Affairs, 
reported a bill for the organization of a company of sappers, 
miners, and pontoneers; which was read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mi. WHITE submitted the following resolution; which was 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, Thai the secretary of War be required to furnish 
copies of the reports, estimates, and plans of the following 
surveys ordered by Congress,and made under the direction of 
the Bureau of Topographical Engineers: namely, of the sur- 
vey for improving the navigation of the Neenah and Wis- 

consin rivers, the survey of the Rock river, the eurvey of the 
Haven of Rock river, and the survey of the pier at the north- 
ern extremity ef Winnebago lake. 
The resolution reported some time since from the Committee 


on Commerce, on the subject of allowing drawback on foreign 
coal consumed in steam vessels, was taken up, and, after some 
remarks from Messrs. WRIGHT, fAPPAN, BETTS, HEN- 
DERSON, WILLIAMS, NORVELL, DAVIS, and BUCHA- 
NAN, was, on motion of the latter, postponed until Monday 
next, 

THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolution from the Select Commitee on the assumption 
of the debts of the States was then taken up, and Mr. TALL- 
MADGE addressed the Senate at length on the subject. 

The Senate then adjourned until Monday next. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Faipay, February 28, 1840. 

The CHAIR announced tha’ the subject before the House 
was the resolution reported from the Committee of Elections, 
to graut to that committee the right to have printed such papers 
as it might deem necessary to facilitate the business betore it, 
and the substitute of Mr. Cave Jonnson therefor, as inserted 
below, and the proposition of 

Mr. FILLMORE to amend the substitute, by inserting the 
word “lawful” before the word *“‘votea,’’ and insert the foliow- 
ing after the word votes, viz: “given by electors having the 
qualification requisite for the electors of the most numerous 
branch of the Legislature of said State.” 

Mr. JONES of Virginia asked the gentleman from Ohio, (Mr. 
Mepitt,| who was entitled to the floor on the above proposi- 
tion, to yield the floor to enable him to offer a_ resolution, 
which was read for the information of the House, as follows: 

Resolved, That the House sill, on to-morrow, at one o’clock, 
resolve iiself into a Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, to consider House bill No. 18, making provision for 
the issuing of Treasury notes; that it be made the special order 
at that hour, and at the same hour on each succeeding diy, till 
the bili shall be disposed of—to take precedence of all other bu- 
sl0ess. 

Mr. MEDILL said, from the importance of the subject, and 
the necessity of immediate action upon it, he could not refuse 
to yield the floor, if, by any possibility he could have it again. 
Mr. M. gave way, when 

Objection was made to the reception of the resolution by 
Messrs. GRANGER, STANLY, and others. 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules, for the pur- 
pose of introducing the resolution, and demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were subsequently ordered. 

Mr. STANLY moved acall of the House, and on that mo- 
tion demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 62, nays 95. 

g So the House retused to order acall. 

Mr. CASEY suggestedtothe gentleman from Virginia {Mr. 
JonEs]} to modify the resolution so aw to except Monday next, 
that being petition day. 

Mr. JONES accepted the modification. 

The question on suspending the rules was then taken and 
decided in the negative, (not being two-thirds)—yeas 102, 
nays 86. 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Alford, Judson Allen, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Burke, S H. Butler, W. O. Butler, Carrol, Casey, 
Cliftord. Conner, Craig, Crockett, Dana, Davee, John Davis, 
John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, 
Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hub- 
bard, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Lawrence, Leadbetter, Leet, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, 
Medill, Miller, Newhard, Nisbet, Parish, Parmenter, Paynier, 
Petrikin, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynoids, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Mamuels, Shaw, Shepard, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. 
Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Turney, 
Vanderpoel, Watterson, Weller, Wick, Jared W. Williams, 
Hen y Williams, ard Worthington—102. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Bell, Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, 
William B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, 
James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, Cross, Cushing, Davies, 
Garrit Davis, Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Ewardes, 
Evans, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Giddings, 
Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hall, W. S. Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Vir- 
ginia, Hoffman, Hunt, James, Charles Johnston, Kempshall, 
King, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Montgomery, Morgan, ©. Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Randall, 
Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Ridgway, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Taliaferro, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Under- 
wood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W. Williams, 
Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, C. H. Williams, and 
Sherrod Williams—6. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. MEDILL then proceeded to address the House. Te did 
not see in the resolution any thing censurable; and, although it 
had not been moved by a member of the Committee of Elec- 
tions, or at the instance of a member of that Committe, he was 
not aware that any member of it was, or should have been, ta- 
ken by surprise, as had been intimated by some of the genitle- 
men who had preceded him. He thought there was sufficient 
reason for the introduction of the resolution,and for the great anx- 
iety of the House to know what the committee had been about. 
Considering the circumstances under which the subject was 
committed, there should have been a report on the returns first. 
Those who had expressed so much surprise at the introduction 
of the resolution ought not to have been astonished if the pro- 
position had come from a member of thit committee; even 
because he believed some intimations had been given by mem- 
bers that such a course would have to be resorted to, under the 
peculiar circumstances of the case. + 

He referred to the great anxiety expressed by the Opposition 
for an early settlement of the question previous to its reference 
to the committee. The gentleman from Massachusetts [Mr. 
ADANs] particularly contended that nothing should be done un- 
til the State of New Jersey was fully represented on that floor. 
He was now rather astonished that they were doing every thing 
in their power to prevent that State from having a full repre- 
sentation. If he could refer to the proceedings of the committee 
he would show cenelusively that the gentlemen themselves 
were not surprised, because they must have anticipated 
that some movement would be made, in consequence of the 
course of the committee, He ventured to assert that 


there could not be found, in the histo 

é Salat TY Of contes. 
ted elections, or in the legislation of Congress 2 
cedent for the case now before the House There om 
none which had excited so much interest—no case a Was 
Governor assumed powers derogatory to his oath, the i 
tion, andthe laws; and had attempted to thurst Upon: —— 
as Representatives, gentlemen who had been relecied nen 
people. He then went into an examination of the prec Y the 
which had been cited by the gentlemen in the Oopeaie” 
justify the delay of the committee, and proved Semele” lo 
that those precedents bore no analogy to the New Jere y 
test. He thought if the precedents did justify a postpone, = 
it was not a good reason that this committee should have — 
on itself to delay a report to so remote a period Th 
resolution did not treat the commitiee with discourtes . 
It was created by the House to investigate, and was aly “ts 
subject to such instructions asthe House thought pro ~y 
send to it. They are compelled to regard the dictates of tt 4 
creators, and have no right to consider  discourteous ie 
member of a committee, he would as s90n refuse to listen 2 
the instruction of his constituents as to disregard those a 
House. He deemed it essentially necessary, in view of the ¢ e 
cumstances, that the House should express an opinion to - 
committee—and there was nothing improper or Insulting in i 
There were those on the committee who would have taken the 
responsibility of introducing the resolution, if the geniloms, 
from Tennessee had not done so, because it was ey 
ed as essentially necessary that the House should pass uy 
give properdirection to that committee—the public 
nianded it. 

Mr. M. then exammed the question in all its constitutions) 
bearings, and contended that there was abundant proof to de. 
stroy the force of the certificate as primary evidence of ti! 
to seats. The very data upon which the certificate was granted 
showed that it was erroneous. He contended that the Gover 
nor, in cerufying who was elected, should have exhibited in jhe 
certificate the grounds > pon which he came to that conc|yejo, 
he should have given, in accordance with the laws of Ney 
Jersey, the number of votes, showing who had the majerivy 
Mr. M. exhibited to the House the proceedings of the Privy 
Council, and proved thereby, conclusively, that the question ¢f 
illegal votes was never raised before that body, as the ground 
for the rejection of the polls of Millville and South Amboy - 
but that these districts were rejected solely on the ground that 
_ Governor had no right to go behind the returns made ty 
Li). 

Mr. M. also proved by various precedents that it had beep 
the immemorial usage of the Governor and Council to go behing 
the returns, and to count votes which, by some informali y, hai 
been withheld by the returning officers. The question of iljega| 
votes was not hinted atin that Council, but had been subse 
quently raised, and was a mere pretext in justification of the 
actof the Governor, and to cover a retreat from the positiog 
assumed. Mr. M. asked the gentlemen of the Opposition, jf 
they believed the testimony before the committee was not suf 
ficient to prove the charges against the Governor, why it was 
they they were afraid to let it be exhibited to the House ani 
the country? If it wasnot proof against the Governor, they 
ought to demand its publication as an act of justice to the Go- 
vernor. Mr. M. was here interrupted by 

The SPEAKER, who said the morning hour had expired, 
and announced the order of the day. 

The Senate bills on the SPEAKER’s table were then twice read, 
and referred to appropriate committees. 

The SPEAKER aaid the hour allotted for reports from com. 
mittees and resolutions having exptred, and all private bills be- 
fore the House being disposed of, he submitted to the House 
whether it is not now competent for a majority to determine 
what business the House will proceed to consider. He wished 
a decision of the House to settle its future practice under similar 
circumstances, if it should again occur. 

After a debate as to whether it was not the duty of the House 
to return to the consideration of the business of the morning 
hour, which was suspended by the announcement of the orders 
of the day, or whether it should not proceed to the consideration 
of the public bills, in which Messrs. CAVE JOHNSON, 
EVANS, HOLLEMAN, PETRIKIN, LINCOLN, and RUs- 
SELL, particinated, 

Mr. DROMGOOLE oblained the floor, and said, inasmuch as 
alj the private business had been disnosed of, and the rule 
setting apart this day for that kind of business had been fu! 
filled and exhausted, and as he understood the Spraxgr hail 
submitteda proposition upon which the House could vote yea 
or nay, and for the purpose of facilitating the business of the 
country, he moved the previous question. 

Mr. R. GARLAND here rose to a point of order, whether it 
was not the duty of the SpzAKER to put his own construction on 
the rules, and decide, and leave it for the members to take at 
appeal; but he was ruled out of order. ; 

The SPEAKER said if the previous question was sustained, 
the main question would be “Whether it was competent for a 
majority of the House to determine what business the House 
will proceed to consider.”’ 

The previous question was then seconded, and the malt 
question ordered. 

Mr. RUSSELL demanded the yeas and nays on the main 
question; which were ordered, and were—yeas 107, nayst® 

So the House decided) that it was competent for a maj? 
rity to determine, under the circumstances, what business they 
would consider. 

Mr. CRAIG then submitted a motion that the House proceed 
to consider the resolution from the Committee of Elections, be 
fore the House, during the morning hour. 


Mr. BRIGGS moved so to amend the proposition of Mr. 
Crate, as to substitute the bill to provide for the continuation 
of the office of the Commissioner of Pensions. 


Mr. DROM@OOLE moved the previous question on Mr. 
Briae’s proposition; which was seconded, and the main qles 
tion ordered. 


Mr. HOLLEMAN here rose to a point of order, whether !! 
was competent to amend the proposition with one of a ie 
nwure entirely, but, at the sugggestion of several members, “li 
not press it. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. BRIGGS, be 
demanded the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were— 
yeas 88, nays 102. 

So it was rejected. ; 

The question then recurring on the motion of Mr. rats," 
was put, and the proposition was agreed to. ; 

The House then resumed the consideration of the resolution 
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and pending amendments in relation to the New Jersey elec- 
yon. MEDILL then resumed his remarks, and showed con- 
ar. all the precedents growing out of the action of the 
Council of New Jersey, that the Governor should have 
Pay the votesof Millville and South Amboy. [This able 
om of Mr. M. will be published in a few days at length. ] 
apeec BROWN of Tennessee had been extremely anxious to 
wa ate in this debate; but, when he listened to the 
particip and impatient calls for the question around him, and 
—, remembered the length of time that had been con- 
: aol in this discussion, not upon the merits of the New Jersey 
ee upon a simple proposition to print that had been sub- 
par ook by the chaitman of the commitiee, and afterwards en- 
were upon by the motion of the gentleman from Tennessee— 
lang z remembere!, he said, how much time had been con- 
— in this preliminary discussien—and when he remem- 
— also, that four of the members of the committee had ar- 
ye ‘this case fully, two on each side, he could not but admit 
. the anxiety expressed by gentlemen for taking this question 
was natural and proper. . 7 
i was true that the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Fitt- 
yors,] had not concluded his argument on this question; but he 
remembered that that genleman was once in the arena. ard 
that he touched by some private feelingshad withdrawn from it. 
fle would therefore say to the gentleman, that he had better 
raat his claims for the attention of the House, until the main 
syestion should come up, and he would then be happy to meet 
him in the list. But for the present, said Mr. B. to meet the 
qarnest calls for the question thatl hear around me; to meet 
necessities Of thie House; nay, more, that we may progress 
wibthe public business; [ move the previous quetion—action 
aad not debate was Whiat the public Interests now loudly call- 


e 


clusively, bY 


4 for. 
‘M:, CRABB moved a call ofthe House. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 72, nays 93. 

So the call was refused. 

Mr. MONROE moved an adjournment, but withdrew the mo- 
tion, when , 

Mr. BELL moved to lay the resolution and amendments 
on the table, and asked the yeas and nays on that motion; 
which were ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas §7, 
nays 101, as follows: 

“YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, Bid- 
dle, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Carter, 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, James Cooper, Corwin, Crabb, 
Crockett, Cushing, Edward Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, De 
verry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Fillmore, Rice Garland, Gates, 
Geniry, Giddings, Goggin, Goode, Graham, Granger, Graves, 
Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Wm. 8S. Hastings, Hawes, 
Heary, Hill of Va. Hoffman, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Charles John- 
sen, William Cost Johnson, Kempshail, King, Lawrence, Lin- 
eoln. Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Mor- 
rit, Ogie, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, 
Slade, Truman Sinith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, 
Tiomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, 
and Sherrod Williams—87. 

NAYS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwell, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson Hf. Butler, Wm. O. 
Butler, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, 
Crary. Cross, Dana, Davee, John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Fioyd.Fornance, J. Garland, Hammond, Hand, John Hastings, 
Join Hillof North Carolina, Millen, tloiteman, Hook, Howard, 
Ifubbard, Jameson, Cave Johason, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lowell, 
Luvas, McC e!lan, McCu Joch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Me- 
dill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Parmenter, Payn- 
et, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, Edward Ro- 
gers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, 
Thos. Smith, John Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sumpter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny. Tuylor, F. Thomas, P. F. Thomas, J. 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watter- 
son, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Wor- 
thington—I01. 

So the motion to lay on the table was rejected, 

And the question recurring on the demand for the previous 
question, there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now taken. 

Mr. SoaneS called for the yeas and nays, which were 
ordered. 

And the question bei: g first on the amendment of Mr. Fitt- 
wore to the amendment of Mr. Cave Jounson, which was in 
ihe following words: 

“Strike out the word ‘forthwith,’ and insert after the worda 
greatest number of,’ and before the word ‘votes,’ the word law- 
(ul? sO as to read ‘and that they be instructed also to report 
which five of the ten individuals claiming seats from the State of 
New Jersey received the greatest number of lawful votes.’ ” 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Cai whether his amend- 
ment was divisible; if sv, he moved that the question be first ta- 
keaon inserting in the resolution the word “Jawful’’ before the 
word “votes ” 

Mr. BANKS swid it was not in order to move two amend- 
meats to the amendment; and therefore the question was 
indivisible, or the last amendment to insert the word “lawful” 
was Clearly out of order. 

The SPEAKER cecided that the amendment was indivisible. 

Mr. FILLMORE then modified the same so as simply to 
insert the word “la s ful’? before the word “votes.” 

And the question being then taken, the vote stood~ -yeas 96, 
hays %—(a tie.) 

And the SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the vote 
tood—yeas 97, nays 96. 

So the amendment to the amendment was agreed to. 

A motion was here made to adjourn. 

he yeasand nays were ordered, and, being taken, were— 
yeas § nays 167, 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

Andthe question then recurring on the amendment of Mr. 
AVE JOHNSON, as amended, and which is as follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be authorized to 
port to this House such papers, and such of their proceed 
"igs, as they may desire to have printed by order of the Tlouse; 
tad that they be instructed also to report forthwith which five 
the ten individuais claiming seats from the State of New Jer- 
*7, received the greatest number of lawful votes from the whole 
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State for Representatives inthe Congress of the United Siates 
at the election of 1838 in said Strate, with all the evidence of 
that fact in their possession: Provided, That nothing bhereia 
contained shall be so construed as to prevent or delay the ac 
tion of saad committee in taking testimony, and decid 
the said case upon the merits of the elecuion 

Mr. RICK GARLAND inquired of the Caata whether, if the 
amendment was rejected, the question would not then be on the 
original resoluuon, as reported trom the Committee of Biec 
tions } 

The SPEAKER repliedaffirmatively. 

And the question was then taken on the amendment. as 
amended, aud decided in the affirmative, as follows— yeas 103, 
nays 90. 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Blackwel , Boyd, Brewster, Aaron VY. 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, S. H. Butler, W. O. Butler, 
Bynum, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Conner, 
Crary, Cross, Dana, Davee, J. Davis, Jobn W. Davis, Doan, 
Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, 
Floyd, Fornance, J. Garland, Hammond, Hand, Jolin Hastings, 
Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hook, Howard, 
Hubbard, Jameson, J. Johnson, Cave Johnson, N. Jones, John 
W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leadbetter, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, 
Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloh, MeKay, Mallory, Mar- 
chand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Newhard, Parish, Par- 
menter, Paynter, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Reynolds, Rives, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, John 
Smith, Tho. Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearin- 
gen, Sweeny, Taylor, Francis Thomas, P. F. Thomas, Jacob 
Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Watter 
son, Weller, Jared W. Williams, Heury Williams, Sherrod 
Williams, and Worthington— 103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Alford, Andrews, Barnard, Bell, 
Biddle, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, John Campbell, William 
8B. Campbell, Carter, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Jas. Cooper, 
Corwio, Crabb, Crockett, Cushing, Davies, Garret Davis, 
Dawson, Deberry, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Everett, Fillmore, 
Rice Garland. Gates, Giddings, Gorgin, Goode, Graham, Gran- 
ger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, William 8. 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hill of Virginia, Hoffman, Hunt, 
James, Jenifer, Chas. Johnston, Wm ©. Johnson, Kempshall, 
King, Lawrence, Lincoln, McCarty, Marvin, Mason, Mitchell, 
Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nishet, Ogle. Osborne, Pope, 
Proffit, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Rus- 
sell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Tillinghast. Toland, Trumbull, Under. 
wood, P. J. Wagner, Edward D. White, John White, T. W. 
Williams, and Lewis Williams—90 

So the amendment, as amended, was agreed to. 

And the question recurring on the resolution as amended, 
the veas and nays were, by general consent, dispensed with. 

And the resolution, as amended, was agreed to. 

Mr. BRIGGS movedthat, when the House adjourn, it adjourn 
to meet on Monday next. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON demanded the yeas and nays on tha 
motion, which were ordered, and were— yeas 62, nays 93. So 
the House refused to adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. MORGAN, 

The House then adjourned. 


Mr. CROSS of Arkansas presented the following petitions to 
the House on the 5th instant: 

Of the citizens of Hot Spring county, for a*new mail route 
Of Captain Belknap and other officers of the United Srates Ar- 
my. for equalizing the pay of officers of the line with that of 
siaff officers. Of the citizens of Clark county, praying foran 
appropriation to improve the navigation of the Washita river. 
Of James Shinault, for the passage of a bill authorizing him to 
enter a quarter section of land. 


HOUSE OF REPREESNTATIVES, 
Satcrpay, Februa y 29, 1840 

Reports from committers being first in order, 

On motwn of Mr. J. W. JONES, the Commit- 
tees of Ways and Means was discharged from the 
further consideration of the petitions of James 
Thompson, Walter Bradley, and Henry J. Pick- 
e1ing; which were ordered to lie on the table. 

Os motion of Mr. EVANS, the claim of Walter 
Bradiey was recommitted to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

Mr. BIDDLE, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of Ba'es and Lacon; 
which was twice read, and committed. 

Mr. ATHERTON, from the same committee, 
reported a bill for the relief of James W. Osborne, 
of Baltimore; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. LAWRENCE, from the same committee, 
rep ried, 

A bill forthe relief of Andrew Low, assignee 

f Low, Taylor, eni Ce. of Georgia; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Alienand Co. 
and others; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel D. Wa ker; 

A bill for the relief of Zachariah Jellison; 
which bills were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL, from the same committee, 
reported a bill to provide for the support of the 
Military Academy fer the year 124; which was 
twice read, andon motion of Mr. V. the bill and 
the es'imates accompanying, were crdered to be 
printed, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Also, reporied a bill for the relief of Chastillain 
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and Ponvert; which was read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

On motion of Mr. VANDERPOEL, the same 
committee was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the petition of Samuel S. Anderson, 
and it was committed to the Commutee of Clams. 

Mr. RUSSELL, from the Committee cf Claims, 





. - ee Rn 


Tepori 
A bill fer the relief of Ebenezer A. Les‘er; 
A bill for the relief of Nicholas Hedges; 
A bill for the rehef of Richard Booker; 


A bill for the relief of John Howe; 

A bill for the relief of John Wilkinson's legal 
representatives; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas W. Taylor; 

A bill for the relief of James Coxe; 

A bill 'o amend an act entitled an act for the re- 
lef of Chauncey Calhoun; 

A bill for the relief of Gamaliel E. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Garrett Vliet; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Goddard and 
others; 
wh ch bills were severally twice read, committed, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, reported a bill, from the same committee. 
for the relief of Ebenezer Lobdell; which was 
read twice; when 

Mr. R. moved that it be committed to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and be made the order cf the 
day for this day. 

Objection was made to this reference, as unusual; 
when, 

On metion of Mr. DUNCAN, the question on 
this reference was taken by tellers; and it was de- 
cided in the negative—ayes 81, noes 86. 

On motion of Mr. RUSSELL, the Dill was 
then made the order of the day for to morrow, and 
bill and report ord: red to be printed. 

Mr. R. trom the same eommittee, made unfa- 
vorable reports on the petitions cf Wilham Brey- 
den, William Nicholas, the assignees cof David 
Beard, Peter Mills, Lyman King, Stephen Arnan, 
Raymond A. Hen ferson, George Gale, Joe! Bying- 
ton, John Kelly, Lewis Bissell, Thomas Simpson; 
James Reynolds, Simon Green, and R. Hathaway 
and McHuabbell, executor of W. A. J. F'enn; 
which were severally ordered to lie on the table and 
be printed. 

On moton of Mr. RUSSELL, the committee 
was discharged from the further consideration of 
the pet.tions of Thomas Blanchard and William A. 
Whitebead; which were ordered to lie on the table, 
and be printed. 

Mr. R. from the same committee, to which had 
been referred the pethion ef Israet H. Baker, re- 
ported the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Commities of Claims be dis- 
charged trom the further consideration of the eleim 
o| Joseph L.Baker, arising from the failure of a t- 
te toa lot of land purchased by him fiom the 
United States at the Zanesville land district in the 
Sta'e of Ohio, in July, 1831, and that the same be 
referred to the Secretary of the Treasury, to the 
end tha: the purchase money may be returned ec- 
cording to the provisions of the act of 12th Janua- 
ry, 1835; which was read, and agreed to. 

Mr. R. also reported the following resolution, 
Viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims be dis- 
charg: d from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of Charlies Werner, claiming the sam of thirty 
dollars, deposited fer him, by Henry Goldsmith, in 
the Treasury of the United States, on the 16th day 
of September, but which, by mistake, was credited 
to the said Goldsmith, and that the same te re- 
ferred to the Commissioner of Patents, under the 
provisions of an aet, entitled “An act to protect the 
progress of usefal arts, and fo repeal all acts and 
parts cf ect« hereafter made for the purpose,” 
passed July, 1636; which was read, and agreed to. 

Mr. R. also reprred a resoiution authorizing 
the Committre of Claims to eppoint a clerk at the 
rate of four dollars per day, to facilitate the busi- 
ress of said committee; which was read, and 
agreed to, 

’ Mr. BANKS, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of Cornelius Tiers; which was 
twice read, and committed. 

Alco, an unfavorable report on the petition of 
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Dr. Thomas @art; which was ordered to lie oa the 
table. 

Mr. DAWSON, from the same committee, re- 
| erted 

A bill forthe relief of Josiah Thompson, late 
superintendent of the Cumberland road between 
Brownsville and Wheeling; 

A bill for the relief of John Underwood; which 
were severally read and committed. 

Also, an unfavorable report on the petition of 
Horace H. Dibble; which was ordered tu lie on the 
table, and be printed. 

Mr. HILL of North Carolina, from the same 
committee, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Bailey, survivor of Bailey and Delord; which v as 
twice read, and committed. 

Mr. H. also, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Thomas Crown; which was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the same Committee, re- 
poried 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Fillebrown, jr. 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Phelps, the heirs 
and legal representatives of Charles Landon; 

A bill for the relief of John T. Adams; 

A bill for the relief of Capt. John Downs; and 

A bill for the relief of Benj. C. Roberts; 
which bills were severally read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. G. also from the same committee, made un- 
favorable reports on the petitions of Archibald 
McMullen, Whee'er Randall, Francis Pellecier’s 
aliministrators, Isaac Reeland, John Mclntire 
and others, Thomas Harrison, James McCutchen, 
Preston Fraz‘er, John R. Allen, Richard J. Jones, 
and William R. Hunter; which were ordered to lie 
on the table, and be printed. 


Mr. G. also reported a resolution discharging the 
committee from the further consideration of the pe- 
tion of J. N. Hamlen, and referring it to the pro- 
per Department for adjustment; which was agreed 
lo, 

Mr. GALBRAITH, from the same committce, 
made an unfavorable report on the petitions of S. 
Fillimore; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of New Hampshire made an 
unfavorable report on the petition of Elisha Butler; 
which was laid on the table. 


Mr. CURTIS, from the Committee on Com. 
merce, reported, withan amendment,Senate bill enti- 
tied “An act to cancel bonds given to secure du- 
ties upon vessels and their carzoes, employed in the 
whale fishery, and to make registers lawful papers 
for such vessels.” 

Also, reported Senate bill, without amendment, 
entitled “An act for the relief of John H. Jacobs.” 
which were read and committed. 

Also, reported a bill for the relief of Meigs D. 
Benjamin and Co.; 

A bill for the relief of William Wickam; 

A bill for the relief of Boggs and Thomp<on, and 
Robert and Thomas Hutchinson, and others; 

A bill for the relief of John M. Jacqueline; 
which were severaliy read twice, and committed. 

On motion of Mr. C. the Committee on Com- 
merce was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the petition of John Dennis; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table. 

Mr. CURTIS gave notice that he would ask 
leave to introduce a bill to establ:sh a system of 
uniform bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same commi tee, 
reported a bill to amend an act entitled * an act to 
remit duties onceriain goods destroyed by fire in 
the late conflagration in the city of New York, in 
Dec. 1835,” passed July 7, 1838. 

Also, a bill for the rehef of George Willis: 

A bill for the relief of Elliott Sm.th and Nathan 
Farnsworth; 
which bills were severally read twice, and com- 


mitied, 


Mr. HABERSHAM, from the same committee, 
reported the following resolution : 

Resolved, That the map of the southern coast 
from Tyler island to Hunting island, including a 
ehart of the mouth of Savannah river, which was 
made from the surveysof Charles Wilkes, of the 
United Miates Navy, be printed under the direction 





















CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


of the Commit'ee on Commerce, and that 5000 
copies be published; one hundred of which shail be 
deposited in the Navy Department. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the resolu- 
tion so as te have the map executed under the di- 
reciion of the Printer of the House. 

A debate here arose, in which Messrs. CURTIS, 
CLIFFORD, EVANS, and HABERSHAM, par- 
licipated; when 

Mr. SMITH of Maine obtained the floor and 
said, he was opposed to the amendment and to the 
printing also, because he believed it would incur a 
useless waste of money fora thing which he con- 
sidered unnecessary. He then moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table; and on which 

Mr. BRIGGS demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 69, nays 96. 

So the House refused to lay the resolution on the 
table. 

The question then recurring on the motion for 
the previous quesiion, Messrs. Briccs and Monr- 
GOMERY were appointed tellers to ascertain if there 
was a second: result—ayes 67, noes 70. 

So the previous question was not seconded. 

Mr. HABERSHAM here rose to address the 
House on the resolution, but was interrupted by 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, who said, the time for 
the reception of reports having expired, he ap- 
pealed to the House to take up the bill providing 
for the continuation of the office of the Commis- 
sioner of Pensions; which, he said, wou'd expire 
on Wednesday next. 

Mr. EVANS moved that the House continue to 
receive reports from committees, and moved a 
suspension of the rules for that purpose. 

The qustion was taken by tellers, (Messrs. 
Horrman and Ramsey acting as such,) who re- 
ported as the result, that there were—ayes 83, 
noes 59. 

So the rules were not suspended. 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON of New York 
asked the consent of the House to introduce his 
resolution, published in Tuesdays paper, in rela- 
tion to the contract between Mr. Langtree and the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives for fur- 
nishing stationery, &>. 

Objection was made to its reception; when 

Mr. J. moved to suspend the rules for the pur- 





ose. 

, Mr. L. WILLIAMS demanded the yeas and 
nays on that motion; which were ordered, and 
were—yeas 83, nays 79. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules for 
the reception of the resolution. 

Mr. J. W. JONES again asked the House to 
take up the bill for the continuance of the office of 
Commissioner of Pensions. 

Mr. TRIPLETT objected; when 

Mr. JONES moved to suspend the rules for that 
purpose. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL demanded the yeas and 
nays; which were ordered, and were—yeas 131, 
nays 31. 

So the rules were suspended. 

The House then took up the Senate bill to con- 
tinue the office of Commissioner of Pensions until 
the 4th of March, 1842. 

The question before the House was the amend- 
ment of Mr. Prorrit, to reduce the salary of the 
Commissioner from $3,000 to $2,500; and he de- 
manded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, who was entitled to 
the floor on the above, offered an amendment te 
the amendment of Mr. Prorrit, so as to make a 
reduction of salaries of officers of the General Go- 
vernment, pro rata, of five, ten, twelve, fifteen, 
twenty, and twenty-five per cent. according as sa- 
laries rise from $800 to $3,000. 

Mr. PROFFIT accepted the amendment; but 

The CHAIR said it was a distinct proposition, 
and could not be enter:ained. 

Mr. DAVIS appealed from the decision of the 
Cuair; but the appeal was not sustained by the 
House. 

Mr. D. said that he asserted, when this subject 
was last up, that ia supporting the principle of re- 
duction, he was for striking a blow at the Eecutive 
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power; for that branch of the Government ha a 
employment of a large number of officers, and thers 
were half a million of men looking to the Execy. 
tive for the means of suppor.ing themselves ay, 
families. Mr. D. proposed to reduce the salary f 
the Commissioner of Pensions from $3,000 to $2,500 
and asked if it was not sufficient for that Officer 
He said, :n one-half of our twenty-nine States ay 
Territories the judicial and o'her officers recejy,, 
but $2,000, and some of them less than that sym 
and inquired if it was expecting too mach from jh, 
heads of bureaus to perform their duties for lens 
than they now receive. 

Mr. D then spoke of the Independent Treacury 
as preposed by the Adminisiration; read extrac). 
from the Hon. J. Bocranan’s speech upon the «yn. 
ject, and commented thereon. Mr. D. yiel’ej th. 
floor to 

Mr. GRAVES, who moved that the Hiuse aa. 
journ. 

Mr. BANKS asked for the yers and nays. 
which were ordered, and were —yeas 71, nays 63, 

So the House adjourned till MonJay next, 





IN SENATE 
Monpay, March 2, 1840. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented a memoria! from ¢ijj. 
zens of Ohio, praying Congress to take measures 
for the construction of a road from the valley of 
the Ohio to the valley of the Columbia river; which 
was referred to the Committee oa Roads and Cy. 
nals. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented a memorial of c¢jti- 
zens of New York, praying for the enactment of a 
general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CALHOUN presenied a similar memorial, 
and 

Mr. WRIGHT presented two similar memori- 
als; which were severally referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Mr. W. also presented a memorial of the Board 
of Underwriters of the city of New York, remon- 
strating against any alteration in the law respect- 
ing pilot:; which was referred to the Commitiee on 
Commerce. 

Mr. STURGEON presented four memorials 1- 
monstrating against the use of bloodhounds in the 
Florida war; which were laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial of 247 cit- 
zens of Obio, praying for the enactment of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. A. also presented a memorial of 133 citi- 
zens of the Eighth Congressiona! District of Onin, 
praying that the laws of the Union may be ex- 
tended over the Oregon Territory; which was re- 
ferred to the Select Committee on the Oregon Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial cf the 
United States Insurance Company, aud of the In- 
surance Company of the State of Pennsylvania, 
praying to be indemnified for property seized and 
sequestrated by the Government of Hayti in II]; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr. B. also presented four memorials, remo2- 
s'rating against the use of bloodhounds in the Fo- 
rida war; which were taid on the tab e. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petit on of citizens o! 
Illincis, prayiog for the estaolishment of a_ pos! 
route; which was referred to the Committe 0a lie 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. Y. also presented a petition of citizens o 
township 34 north, range 15jeast of the third 
principal meridian,” prayinga donat.on of land tur 
schooi, purposes; which was referred to tie Com: 
mittee on the Public Lands. 


Mr. HENDERSON presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Mississippi, praying for the adjust 
ment of claims under the Choctaw treaty, and that 
pre-emplioners may be protected; which was ieferied 
to the Committee on the Pablic Lan's. . 

Mr. H. also presented a memorial of the Legis 
lature of Mississippi, praying for the establishmeo! 
of a nation hospital at Vicksburg; which was !¢ 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 











res 
ick 
Vas 


if a 
the 


‘ial, 


OT. 


OM- 


ard 
1On- 
els 


> On 


; Te 
| the 


Cil!- 
ene- 
om 


Citl- 
MeL, 
2 EX: 
S Te- 


Ter- 


f the 
e In- 
ania, 
and 
181]; 


reign 


mon- 
 Fyo- 


ns of 


pos 


A ihe 


ns of 
third 
id fur 
Com: 


of the 
djust- 
d that 
ferred 


Legis- 
nmeot 
as re 


Mr. H. also presented aresolution of the Legis- 
ature of Mis-issippi, in favor of the erection of a 
| ghi-house between Pass Christian and Pass Mary 
Ann; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. a 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Mrs. 
Hest-r Hill; which was referred to the Commi tee 
on Pensions. ’ 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented a memorial praying 
Congress to enact a general bankrupt law; which 
was referred to the Committe: on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented a petition of 
qizens of the twelve miles square reserved for 
<chools under the treaty of 1819 with the Chero- 
kees, praying for indemnity for the joss of their 
inp «vements; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. C. also pre-ented the petition of Sarah 
Bishop, widow of Colin Bishop, which was or- 
dered to be filed with bill 91. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, from the Commit'ee on Na- 
yal Affairs, made an unfavorable report on the pe- 
ition of John Nantz and others; which was ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred a bill to explain and amend the fifth 
section of an act passed the 30'h day of June, 1840, 
for the better organization of the Marine Corps, re- 
ited the same without amendment, and that he 
was instructed to move ils indefinite postponement, 
when {t was taken up for consideration. 

Mr. RUGGLES, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, reported a bill to provide for the better se- 
curity of the lives of passengers on board of vessels 
propelled in whole or ia part by steam, accompa- 
wed by areport. The bill was erdered to a second 
reading, and one thousand additional copies of the 
report were o1dsed to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, the bill for the 
more easy collection of small bank notes within the 
District of Coly mbia; 

The bili for the collection of bank notes of and 
under the denomination of twenty dollars, issued by 
banks within the District of Columbia; and 

The bill to regulate the issuing and circulating of 
bank paper in the District of Columbia; 
were mace the order of the day for Monday next. 

Mr. LINN submitted the following resolution; 
which was considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of placing 
on the pension roll the name of John McClanahan 
of Missouri, who served in the regular army of the 
United States, and was wounded in the battle 
when Gen. St. Clair was defeated by the Indians 
in the Northwest. 

ADJOURNMENT OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. LUMPKIN submitted the following resolu- 
ion for the consideration o! the Senate : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
semblew, ‘hat the President of the Senate and Speak- 
er of the House of Representatives do adjourn 
their respective Houses, sine die, on Monday the 
—— day of May nex’. 

Mr. L. said he had been induced to call the at- 
leaiion of the Senate to this subject, from a sense of 
duly to bis country and his constituents, arising 
com his own reflection, and without consultation 
wihany one whatever. He indulged the hope 
that the subject would receive that early and re 
spectful consileration from the Senate which its 
magnitude and impoitance demand. 

He would see to it, that it should not be consi- 

deed a trivial or unimportant subject. It was 
known to every one, that the sessions of Congress 
ére be‘oming more and more protracted; and in 
“rect proportion to their increase and duration, we 
find the legitimate business of Iegislation over- 
looked and negiected. 
_ Sir, said Mr. L. we have now been three months 
in session; and what have we done, and what are 
we doing?’ Why, instead of doing the business of 
he people and the count y, we are engaged in do- 
ing many things which ought not to be done, and 
things which delicacy forbids my naming here. 

Theatten.ion of the people is diveried from the pal- 
Pable remissness of their representatives in Congress, 
by being daily supplied ,daring our long sessions, with 
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innumerable book speeches, manufactured for the 
current market of the public ear—speeches that 
contain every thing, except pertinent remarks on 
the subject upon which they are made. 

Sir, (said Mr. L.) Iam ful'y impressed with a 
sense of the delicacy of the subject of dwelling up- 
on the evils of long Congressional speeches. But, 
sir, this is the true cause of the extension ef our 
Congressional sessions, and, in my opinion,wi'hout 
any adequate benefit tv the country. Sir, if we 
would, from this day forward, take Washington, 
Franklin, and Jefferson, for our models ian speech 
making, and turn our attentions earnestly and de- 
liberately to our duties of legislation in the true 
spirit of the founders of our glorious institutions, 
we should find plenty of time, between this and 
June, as contemplated by the proposed resolution, 
to do all the necessary business of the country, and 
return to our respective abores, leaving the coua- 
try and the public mind in qui-t and peace from 
our ceaseless strifes, originated in the hails of legis- 
igtion. 

If John Randolph of Roanoake could speak 
from the dead, would he not tell you that 
you had been feeding long enough out of 
the public crib—that it was time for you to be at 
home, feeding out of your own cribs? Look out 
at your windows, sir. Doyou not see the green 
grass? Do you not see the buds shooting forth? Do 
you not hear the birds sing? A!Il nature seems to 
unite in admcnishing us to duty and industry. 
The public service is already suffering for the want 
ofa prompt and efficient discharge of our repre- 
sentative duties. After time for due reflection, 
sir, I shall again call up this subject for the action 
of the Senate, and I shall not abandon the ground 
which I have taken. 

The resolution then being read by the Secretary 
of the Senate, 

Mr. WEBSTER said he coincided with the Se- 
nator frem Georgia, that the protracted sessions of 
Congress was a great and growing evil; and he 
would assure that gentleman of his hearty support 
of any measure that would have a tendency to re- 
medy it. 

Mr LUMPKIN returned his thanks to the Sena- 
tor from Massachusetts, and assured him that upon 
this subject he was not influenced by party consi- 
Cerations, but was ready to unite with Senators 
from both sides of the S-nate, in forming a party 
that would do the busiuess of the country, and go 
heme at the earliest practicable day. 

DRAWBACK ON FOREIGN COAL. 

The resolution reported some days since by the 
Committee on Commerce, in favor of allowing a 
drawback on foreign coal consumed in sieam 
packets, was taken up for consideration, and was 
advocated by Messrs. WRIGHT and DAVIS, and 
opposed by Messrs. BUCHANAN, CLAYTON, 
and PHELPS; when, 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, it was 
laid on the table—ayes 26, noes 16. 

The Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, March 24, 1840. 

Mr. DAVIS ot Indiana, from the Select Com- 
miitee on Printing, said he had been instructed to 
ask further time to report. The chairman [Mr. 
Brack] had been called home on account of the in- 
disposition of his family. The committee had 
finished taking testimony, but it was desirous that 
the charman should be present, and that a report 
shou'd be postponed until h's return, which would 
be on, or about, the 16th of the mon'h. The mo- 
tion for further time had met the unanimous con- 
sent of the committee. 


Mr. R. GARLAND said the committee had 
gone on to take a great deal of testimony, upon 
which a difference of opinion would arise, and it 
was desirable that the chairman should be present 
before the report could be made. 


After some further conversation as to the ex- 
pediency of the extension of time, in which Messrs. 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, R. GARLAND, DAVIS 
of Indiana, W. C. JOHNSON, COOPER of Geor- 
gia, EVANS, and ADAMS, participated, 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved that the time for 


if 


' sible to present any petitions. 


the committee to report be extended until the six- 
teenth of March. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS moved the 10th of March. 

The question was then taken on the longest pe- 
riod first, and it was agreed to. 

The CHAIR announced that the question first 
in order was the motioa of Mr. Casey to refer the 
memoria! of the National Road Convention, held at 
Terre Haute, Indiana, to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, with instructions to report a bill ap- 
propriating $150,000 to each of the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, to be expended on the Cum- 
berland road. 

The substitute of Mr. Pickens for said instruc- 
tions, as follows: 

“And that the memorial be committe! to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, with instructions 
to consider the expediency of reporting a bill in fa- 
vor of the measure.” 

And Mr. Marvin’s amendment to the original 
proposition, and substitute for Mr. Pickens’s 
amendment, as follows: 

“And that the Committee of Ways and Means 
be instructed to report bills in accordance with ihe 
estimates contained in the reports from the Chief 
Engineer, and the Chief of the Topographical En- 
gineers, to the Secretary of War, and communi- 
cated to Congress by the President, making appro- 
priations for the year 1840, for the continuation of 
the construction or improvements of harbors and 
roads, and the navigation of rivers, for which ap- 
propriations have been heretofore made.” 

Mr. LINCOLN objected that this being a day 
assign. d by the rules of the House for the presen- 
tauion of petitions, it was not in order to give pre- 
cedence to the continuance of the debate on a peti- 
tion formerly presented, over a call of the States for 
the presentation of petitions. 

The SPEAKER decided that the petition having 
been taken up on a motion, On a preceding peti:.on 
day, had precedence. 

Mr. LINCOLN contended that the Spzaxer had 
placed a wrong construction upon the rule. The 
fifty-fourth rule was imperative on this subject: it 


. Says thatpetitions presented shall not be debated on 


the day of their being presented, mor on any day 
assigned by the House for the receipt ef petitions 
after the first thirty days of the session. There was 
but one day in a fortnight set apart for the recep- 
tion of petitions, and if the construction given by 
the Spzaxer shou'd obtain, it would be impos- 
It would abo'ish 
the right of petition at the door—they would 
be entirely excluded. The language of the rule 
was clear and explicit; and the uniform construc- 
tion given to it by the predecessor of the present 
SPEAKER, was, that petitions laid over under debate, 
could not be taken up on the day set apart by the 
rule for the reception of petitions. If be had an- 
ticipated such construction, he could have armed 
himself with precedents in justification of his 
Opinion, and in opposition to the present consiruc- 
tion. He therefore most respectfully appealed 
from the decision of the Cuair. 

Mr. ADAMS concurred with the opinion ex- 
pressec by Mr. Lincoin. In view of the difficu'- 
lies thrown in the way of the presentation of peti- 
tions at former sessions, by a similar construction 
of the rule, he had subsequen'!y, when these rules 
were under revision, introduced the present one to 
avoid these difficulties. If the cons ruction of the 
Speaker be sustained, it would be impossible to 
get in petitions at all. He hadsome fifiy or sixty 
which would not cause debate, un various subjects, 
which he would like to present, and have referred 
to appropriate committees. 

The SPEAKER said the gentleman seemed to 
misapprehend his opinion. He did not say that 
petitions presented after the exp:ration of the first 
thirty days, which were laid over under debate, 
would come up as a matter of course on the next 
petition day. It would not come up unless the 


House expressly ordered it. The Hou:e took up 
the petition on the last petition day, and debated 11; 
and it was in consequence of this decision of the 
House that this subjeet comes up as the unfinished 
business of the last petition day. 

Mr. DAVIS of Indiana moved the previous 
question on-the appeal; which was seconded, and 
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the main question ordered; which main question 
was, “Shall the decision of the Crain stand as the 
judgment of the House?” 

Mr. LINCOLN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the main quesuon; which were ordered. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired of the Cuair whether, if 
ths subject was laid over to-day, it could be taken 
up again, except by a vole of two-thirds. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it would re- 
quire a vote of two-thirds to take it up again. 

The question was then taken, and the decision 
of the Cuair was sustained—yeas 120, nays 61. 

Mr. BELL, who was entitledjto the floor, resumed 
his remarks, and spoke at some length on the sub- 
ject before the House. Mr. B. said that the Pre- 
sident of the United States hed expressed himself 
to the effect that he would not consider it expe- 
dient to veto any bill for this purpose, and referred 
to aletter in the Globe from three meusbers of the 
Hoose in relationto the Cumberland road. He 
understood it to be called forth, with a view to as- 
certain whether the Administration was opposed 
tothe road; and if so, to have some evilence on 
which its hostility was predicated. Hesai!, as the 
Secretary of the Treasury had placed the omis- 
sien of an appropriation tor this road upon the 
ground of the depletion of the Treasury, that they 
should retrench their own expenditures—that the 
starting point was the House of Repre,eotatives. 

Mr. B. referrei to several speeches which had 
been made by members of the Administration on 
the subject of the road, and said that in soixe por- 
tions of the country the Democracy opposed the 
measure; and in others, sustained it. Mr. B. said 
it might be asked of him, if he was frien:ly to \n- 
ternal improvements, why he opposed tiem? It 
was on the ground of inexpediency, as he had 
Stated ten years ago—because there was no sys- 
tem in relation to them. People in the State of 
Tennessee denounced him as a Federalist—as an 
aristocrat—not because he voted for them, but be- 
cause he associated with gentlemen here who did. 

Mr. B. referred to Genera! Jackson’s veto of the 
Maysville road bill, and said the ex-President had 
only postponed the system of internal improvements 
until the national debt should be paid off; and that 
Mr. Van Buren had never, directly or indirectly, 
denied the power to appropriate money for that 
purpose. Jefferson, Madison, Washington, Mon- 
roe, the elder Adams, and Jackson, and ths present 
President, all admitted the constitutionality of the 
power. Mr. B. concluded his remarks by a refer- 
ence to the Florida and Creek wars, &c. when 


Mr. CASEY rose, and offered the following mo- 
dification of his resolution: 


“That the petition be referred to the Committee 
on Ways and Means, with instructions to report a 
bill making a reasonable appropriation for the con- 
tinuation of the National road in the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois, for the year 1840, to be ex- 
pended under the direction of the War Department, 
said appropriation to be subject to all the restric- 
tions and conditions of former appropriations on 
said road.” 


Mr. CASEY observed that the object of the mo- 
dification was, that the committee should act at 
thei own discretion with regard to the amount of 
the appropriation they shou!d report. He probably 
owed to the committee an apology for having pro- 
posed to instruct them at all. But he was led to 
adopt that course, because he was certain that with- 
out intractions, no report in relation to this subject 
would ever come from the committee. ‘This was 
all that he wanted to say. Now, as the wey for the 
reeeption of petitions was blocked up by this dis- 
cuss‘on, and as a great many gentlemen were 
anxious to present petitions, himself among the 
number, and as this discussion, which ought not to 
have occupied a week, had taken a very wide and 
unnecessary range, he would conclude by moving 
the previous question. 


Mr. CRABB moved a call of the House; which 
was ordered, when 

Mr. COLES moved an adjournment; which was 
decided (the count having been by tellers, Messrs. 
Brices of Massachuseits, and Jonnson of Tennes- 
see) in the affirmative—ayes 86, noes 57; and 

The House adjourned, 








___ CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


eee 








Upon the several questions growing out of the re- 
solution of the Committee of Elections and the 
amendments thereto, on Fridiy, Mr. Smirn of 
Maine, and Mr. ALten of Ohio, who would have 
voted on opposi'e sides, were abseut by arrange- 
ment. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, March 3, 1840. 

Mr. NORVELL presented the memorial of the 
Legislature of the State of Michigan, praying an 
appropriation for the erection of a light-house, and 
the improvement of the harbor at Belvidere, on 
Lake St. Clair; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Commerce. 

Mr. N. also presented the ‘memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, for an appro- 
priation for a road from Platville to the Mississip- 
piriver, anda grant of the alternate sections ef 
public land on said road; which was referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. N. also presented the memorial of the Le- 
gislative Assembly of Wisconsin, for an appropri- 
ation for the survey of a railroad from Lake Mi- 
chigan to the Mississippi river; which was referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. PORTER presented the petition of John 
Hadley; which was referred to the Commitee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition 
of the heirs and legal representatives of John 
Forbes, which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Mr. LINN submitted documents in relation to 
the claim of John McClenahan, a soldier of the 
Revolution; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petition of 
John Thomas, praying a pension; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HHENDRSON, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of the 
Eagie Railroad and Lumber Company; which wa; 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to con- 
firm the title to an is'and in the river Apalachicola, 
to the heirs and legal representatives of John 
Forbes, deceased; which was read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

ADJOURNMENT OF THE SENATE. 

The resolution submiited yesterday by Mr. 
Lumpsin, in relation to the adjournment of the Se- 
nate, coming up in its order, 

Mr. LUMPKIN said he did not wish that the 
subject should be taken up for consideration now, 
and therefore moved that it be laid en the table for 
the present, though he should take care it should 
not lie there long. 

Mr. GRUNDY had but a word to say on this 
subject at present, and that was, that when the Se- 
nator intends to call up the resolution, he would 
give a day or two notice, so that the Senators might 
be in their places. 

Mr. LUMPKIN then gave notice that he would 
call it up on Monday next. 

ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The bill to relinquish to the State of Alabama 
the two per cent. fund reserved by the act for her 
admission into the Union, to be applied to the 
making of a road or roads leading to said State, 
was taken up, and, after being debated by Messrs. 
WHITE, CLAY of Alabama, NORVELL, KING, 
SMITH of Indiana, HUBBARD, LUMPKIN, 
and GRUNDY, was, on motion of Mr. G. post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The resolations of the Select Committee on the 
assumption by the Federal Government of the debts 
of the States was taken up, and Mr. FULTON ad- 
dressed the Senate at length in favor of the princi- 
ples of the report. 

Mr. WEBSTER made some remarks on the 
speech of Mr. Catuoon, in relation to the effect of 
a protective tariff on the exports and manufactures 
of the country; which were replied to by Mr. CAL- 
HOUN. 

Mr. BUCHANAN then submitted some re- 
marks im relatien to certain alleged misrepresenta- 


| 





tions of his speech on the Independent Treasy, 

bill, as to its effect on the wages of labor, Which 

appeared in the published speech of Mr. Davis, 
COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 

A message was received from the House of Re. 
presentatives by their CLERK, announcing that th. 
had passed the bill to revive and continue in force 
the office of Commissioner of Pensions, with gy 
amendment. [The amendment was the reductiog 
of the salary of the Commissioner, from $3,009 1 
$2,500 per annum. } 

Mr. HUBBARD said, that as it would Tequire 
but a few moments to dispose of the bil), he hoped 
that by general consent it would be now ¢ogsi. 
dered. 

Ne objection being made, 

Mr. HUBBARD said as it was very importan 
that the bill should be passed this evening, he 
hoped that the amendment of the House would be 
concurred im. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said he hoped the Senate 
would not concur. The bill, by its provisions, had 
greatly increased the duties of the office, while j; 
reduced his compensation one-sixth. It was jm. 
possible for Mr. Edwards, or any other man, to 
perform the duties of the office as prescribed by the 
4th seetion of the bill. 

Mr. HUBBARD would only say that if this bj!) 
was not passed to-night, the Pension Office would 
be closed to-morrow. The office of the Commis. 
sioner expired by limitation this evening, and the 
Secretary of War would be const:ained to issue 
his order, commanding its close, 'e morrow. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN objected to the further con. 
sideration of the bill at this time, if there was to be 
any debate on it, and it was laid on the table. 

Mr. DAVIS then replied to Mr. Bucnanan, and 
after some further remarks between these gen |e- 
men, 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, the report of the 
Select Committee was informally passed over. 

Mr. WRIGHT then moved that the Senate 
take up the bill to continue the Pension Cfiice, 
and hoped that the bill might be pecmitied to pass 
without debate. 

Mr. SOUTHARD said the bill mnst excite de- 
bate. 

Mr. WRIGHT. As the Senator says the bill 
must excite debate, I withdraw my motioa. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuerspay, March 3, 1840. 

The first business in order was the following re- 
solution offered on Saturday last by Mr. Haser- 
sHaM, from the Committee on Commerce: 

Resolved, That the map of the southern coast from Tybee 
island to Hunting island, including a chart of the mouth of 8a. 
vannah river, which was made from the surveys of Charles 
Wilkes of the United States navy, be printed under the direction 
of the Committee on Commerce, and that 5,000 copies be pub 
lished, one hundred of which shall be deposited in the Navy 
Department. : 

r. CLIFFORD moved to amend the resolution, 
by striking out all after the word resolved, and in- 
sei ting, 

That a map of the southern coast from Tybee island the Hunt 
ing island, including a chart of the mouth of the Savannah 
river, which was made upon the survey of Charles Wilkes, 0! 
the United States navy, be lithographed by order of this House, 
under the superintendence of the Tepographical Bureau,and that 
4,000 copies be published, 200 of which shall be deposited in the 
Navy Department for the use of the navy, and 200 in the Libre: 
ry of Congress for safe keeping. 

Mr. HABERSHAM said that he had no power 
to accept of the amendment offered by the gentle- 
man from Maine, because the resolution had been 
reporied from the Committee on Commerce, aud 
of course he had no control over it. It was, how- 
ever, of no importance to him in what manner, of 
under whose direction, the chart was published, s° 
that it was done in the cheapest form. When the 
subject came before the committee, it was deemed, 
in these economical times, impossible to let it pass 
without some attempt to have the work done in the 
cheapest possible way. And on inquiry, the com- 
mittee discovered that a great saving might be 
effected, if the House would agree to the plan sug- 
gesied. As, however, the publication of the chat! 
required great accuracy, he was, on reflection, (0 
favor of having it superiniended by the Topog'2 
phical Bureau. Mr. H. then adverted to the ob 
jections made on Saturday by the gentleman from 
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Maine, [Mr. Smita,] and gave a long statement of 
the exporis and imports of Maine and Georgia, 
with a view of showing the advantage that would 
arise from the publication of the map, in preventing 
we wreck of vessels, &c. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine rising to reply, 

Mr. CURTIS, afier adverting to what appeared 
te him an unnecessary waste of time in this debate, 
proposed that if Mr. Smitn would withdraw his 
amendment, he would give him permission to mo- 
dify the original resolution, so as to have the map 
published under the direction of the Cierk of the 
House. 

Mr. CLIFFORD accordingly withdrew his 
amendment, and the orig:nal resolution was modi- 
fie’ as suggested. 

Mr. CURTIS then moved the previous question, 
put subsequently withdrew it at the request of 

Mr. SMITH, who wished to say a few words 
on the subject before the question wastaken. Mr. 
s. then observed, that when he came into the 
House this morning, he found the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Hapersnam] in full blast. He was 
not aware What course his argument had taken in 
the early part of the speech, but the latter part 
seemed Wholly direc'ed against him, (Mr. S.) and 
was intended to hold him up to the country as 
acling in opposition to the interests of his constitu- 
eats, by opposing the publication of this map. He 
could not say by what code of eihics, or principles 
of policy, the gentleman from Georgia was go- 
verned in his conduct here. He did not know 
whether, when the interests of Georgia were con- 
cerned, the gentleman always went for those inte- 
ress, regardless of the interest of the General Go- 
vernment and the whole country; but if he did so, 
he was governed by very different motives from 
those which guided him, (Mr. S.) He was willing 
io admit that the publication of the map might be 
of the small: st amount of importance to his con- 
sutueots; but he was governed by higher motives 
than the mere local interests of his State. He 
hada public duty to perform to the country at 
large, and when he took his seat here, he did it with 
afirm determination to go for retrenchment. He 
was determined to stop every litle stream which 
was issuing {rom the Treasury unnecessarily, and 
he would assure gentlemen that he was not to be 
deterred from that course, whenever, in his opi- 
nion, an appropriat.on required was not absolutely 
hecessary. 

Besides, he would ask, was this mapa matter of 
pressing importance? Must the apprepriation be 
made forthwith, now it was alledged the Treasury 
was bankrupt? And must we go and borrow mo- 
ney for the publication of this map? In his opi- 
non, it was not a subject of pressing importance, 
and the publication would do as well a year hence 
as now, notwithstanding all the gentleman from 
Georgia had said. He could not believe thata single 
vessel would be lost, either from Maine or New 
England, for want of the map. He did not believe 
that the gentleman had ever found at the mouth of 
ne Savannah river the wreck of a single vessel 
from Maine; neither did he believe that the mouth 
of that river would be blockated up by the failure 
of publishing the map. Mr. S. concluded by ob- 
serving that he would ever act on the great princi- 
ple of opposing every appropriation not strictly re- 
quired by the wants of the community, and he 
called upon those gentlemen who had preached so 
loudly about retrenchment, to come up and vote 
against this resolution. Mr. S. then renewed the 
motion for the previous question, which was 
seconded. 

The main question was then ordered, being on 
the adoption of the resolution as amended; and 
the yeas and nays being ordered, the resolution was 
rejected—yeas 84, nays 95 —as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alfurd, Judson Allen, John W. 
Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Banks, Barnard, Bell, Brewster, 
riggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carroll, Casey, Chinn, Chittenden 
Clark, Clifford, Corwin, Crockett, Curtis, Davee, Edward 
Davies, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Edwards, Evans, 
Fletcher, Rice Garland, Gates, Giddings, Granger, Grinnell, 
Habersham, Hall, William 3. Hastings, Hawes. Heary, Hillen, 
Hoffman, Holmes, Howard, oe, Kemble, Kemp- 


shall, King, Lawrence, Lincoln, well, Marvin, Mitchell, 
onroe, Morgan, Calvary Morrie, Ogle, Osborne, Parmenter, 


Pope, Ramsey, Randall, Rando'ph, Rariden, Rav ner, Ridgway, 


- Rogers, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepaid,Storrs, Stuart, 
or Triplett, Trumbull, 
0 


n White, Thomas W,’ 


Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christo 
pher H. Williams—S4. 

NAYS—Messrs. Andrews, Atherton, Beatty, Beirne, Black- 
well, Bond, Boyd, A. G. Brown, Burke, Bynum, Carr, Car- 
ter, Chapman, Coles, Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Cross, 
Dana, Jehon Davis, John W. Davis, Deberry, Doan, Doig, 
Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Floyd, Gar- 
land, Gerry, Goggin, Graham, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, John 
Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Holleman, Hook, Mopkins, 
Hubbard. Chs. Johnston, Jos. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Nath’! 
Jones,J. W. Jones, Keim, Leadbetter, Leonard. Lucas, McCarty, 
MeClellan, MeCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Miller, 
Montgomery, Sarauel W. Morris, Newhard, Parish, Parris, 
Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, Simon- 
ton, John Smith, Thomas Sm th, Stanly, Starkweather, Steen- 
rod, Strong, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Vanderpoel. Watterson, Weller, 
Wick, Jared W. Williams, Lewis Wil-liams, Sherrod Wil- 
liams,and Worthington—9%. 

The hour having expired, the SPEAKER an- 
nounced the orders of the day, being the Senate 
bill providing for the removal of the raft in Red 
river, with the amendment of Mr. BippLe. 

Mr. JONES appealed to the courtesy of the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, to allow him to call up 
the bill for continuing the office of Commi-sioner 
of Pensiens. He reminded the House that, after 
to-morrow, the office would be no longer in exist- 
ence, and should there be any objection to the pas- 
sage of the bill, it would be productive of serious 
insonvenience. Mr. J. thea had read at the Cierx’s 
table a communication from the Secretary of War 
on that subject, showing the urgent necessity for 
the immediate passage of the bill. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND objected to this bill hav- 
ing precedence of that for the removal of the raft 
in Red river. He would inform the House that 
he also hal received a communication from the 
Secretary of War, showing that if the bill were 
not passed immediately, Government must Icse a 
greatamount of money. 

Mr. JONES moved a suspension of the rules for 
the purpose of taking up the bill continuing the of- 
fice of Commissioner of Pensions. This motion 
was agreed to, and the bill taken up, the question 
being on the amendment of Mr. Prorrit, reduc- 
inz the salary of the Commissioner from $3,000 to 
$ 2,500. . | 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky, being entitled to the 
ficor, said tha'; owing to the necessity of immediate 
action on the bill, he would waive all further re- 
marks, and move the previous question. 

The second to the previous question and the call 
having been carried, the main question was put, 
and decided in the affirmative, yeas 89, nays 85, as 
follows: 

YEAS.—Meassrs. John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, An- 
drews, Bea ty, Vell, Blackwell, Bond, Boyd, Brewster, Brock- 
way, Albert G. Brown, Bynum, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, 
Clark, Clifford, Coles, Conner, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Davee, 
John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Deberry, Diilett, Doan, Ed- 
wards, Floyd, Fornance, Rice Garland, Gerry, Goggin, Gra- 
ham, Graves, Green, Griffin, William 8. Hastings, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Henry, Hopkins, Hubbard, Jameson, Charles John- 
ston, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Kempshall, Leadbetter, 
Lincoln, McClellan, Montgomery, Morgan, Calvary Mortis, 
Ogle, Parish, Parris, Proffit, Ramsey, Rariden, Reynolds, 
Samuels, Shepard, Simonton, Albert Smith, Thomas Smith, 
Stanly, Starkweather, Steenrod, Storrs, Stuart, Sumter, 
Swearingen, Sweeny, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tillinghast, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, David D. 
Wagener, Watierson, Weller, John White, Wick, Henry Wil- 
liame, Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—S9. 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Atherton, Banks, 
Barnard, Biddle, Briggs, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
O. Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Chinn, Chittenden, Mark A. 
Cooper, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Edward Da- 
vies, John Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Doig, Dromgoole, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Evans, Fine, Grinnell, Habersham, Hall, Ham- 
mond, Hand, Jolin Hastings, Hill of Virginia, Hillen, Hoffman, 
Holleman, Howard, Hunt, James, Jenifer, Nathaniel Jones, 
John W. Jones. Keim, Kemble, King, Lawrence, Leenard, 
Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, MuCulloch, Mallory. Marchan*, Miller, 
Monroe, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, Parmenter, 
Paynter, Petrikir, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Rayner, Ridgway, 
Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Saltonstall, Shaw, Strong, Phi- 
lip F. Thomas, Toland, Vanderpoel, Edward D. White, Jared 
W. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
and Worthington—to. _ 

The amendment having then been ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time, 

Mr. PROFFIT asked some gentlemen better ac- 
quainted with the matier than h'mself, to give him 
some information as to what was the object of 
transferring the duties which formerly devolved on 
the Secretary of the Navy, to the Commissioner of 
Pensions, as was done by this bill. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER rose to movea re- 
consideration of the vote just taken on the amend- 
ment. ' 
The SPEAKER said the gentleman would then 
have to move two reccnsiderations: first, of the vote 
by which the bill had been ordered to a third read: 


| ing; and, seeondly, of the vote by which the amend- 
ment had been adopted. 

Mr. STARKWEATHER moved to reconsider 

| the vote by which the bill had been ordeied to a 
third reading. 

Some conversation he:e ensued between Messrs. 
ADAMS, STARK WEATHER, and the SPEAK- 
ER as tothe mode in which the question was 
again to be got at—of which, however, the Reporter 
could scarcely hear a werd. It resulted in the 
withdrawal, by Mr. Stangweartner, of the motion 
he had submitted. 

And the question recurring on the final passage 
of the bill, 

Mr. HOFFMAN said that, if in order, he would 
now move to recommit the bill for the purpose of 
striking out the 4th section. Thatsection previded 
that the Naval Pension Fund, which had always 
been under the direction of the Secretary of the 
Navy, should now be transferred to the charge of 
the agent—Mr. Edwards. In the first place, that 
pension fund did not come out of the ordinary re- 
sources of the Government. It had been created 
by the gallantrv of the navy in the war of 1812, 
*13, and ’14; and they$had always leoked to the 
Secretary of the Navy as their trustee to fulfil the 
objec’s for which the fund had been created. If 
the 4th section should now be stuck out, there was 
another bill coming from the Senate which had 
especial reference to the naval pension fund of the 
United States; and when this bill came up, there 
would be time to discuss its provisions, and to make 
such arrangements as to the manner in which the 
fund should hereafter be managed, as might be 
thought advisable. This was the only motive 
which he now had in moving to recommit the bill 
for the purpose of striking out the 4th section. It 
might give much dissatisfaction to the officers of 
the navy that the guardian to whom they had a 
right to look should be released from all responsi- 
bility—that the fund should te mingled up with the 
other funds of the Government, and to be accoun!- 
ed for, not to the Secretary of the Navy, but to the 
Secretary of War. 

Mr. JONES, of Virginia, weuld give a brief 
explanation ix regard to this proposition. He was 
cesirous to have done so betore, and would have 
done so had it not been for the necessity which ex- 
isted that the bill should be acted upon without de- 
lay. It was true that a portion of this fund had 
been created under the enactment of Congress, and 
consisted of prize meney taken in the war of 1812, 
13, and 14, and which was set apart for this par- 
pose. Another portion, called the Naval Hosp:- 
tal Fund, consisted of a portion of the wages of 
officers and seamen belonging to the navy. This 
fund, heretofore, had been under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Navy, but, owiug to a commu- 
nication from that officer himself, (Mr. J. suppos- 
ed,) the matter was taken up in another branch of 
the Legislature, and this seetion of the bill was in- 
corporated into it. (Mr. J. here read an extract 
from the report of the Department, to show that 
the section had been introduced at ihe instance of 
the Secretary of the Navy himself.) The labor 
imposed upon the Secretary of the Navy was so 
great that he could not discharge the duties, and 
the consequence was that they must, of necessity, 
be devolved upon a subordinate c'erk. In the pre- 
sent case, the proposition was to put the fund in 
charge of the Commissioner of Pensions, where 
there would be a sufficient responsibility; and, al- 
though it would not be direct to the Secretary of 
the Navy, yet it would be direct to an officer of 
equal grade with the Secretary of the Navy. The 
fund would be in the charge of a naval officer who 
had performed faithful public service, and there 
would be more responsibility, and a prospect of a 
better discharge of the duty than under existing ar- 
rangements, coupled to the additional prospect of a 
uniformity of decision through the whole system of 

nsion laws. 

Mr. J. hen moved the previous question, but 
withdrew it at the request of Mr. Horrman, and on 
the pledge of that gentleman to renew it. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said that the very difficulty 
which he had apprehended from want of time had 
‘now pre-ented itself. It was important ‘hat this 
bill should be passed to-day; aud neither the pa- 
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ience nor the time of the Huuse would admit of a 
satisfactory investigation now. It was for this 
rea on that he had submitted his motion in such 
general terms. If the House should heafter think 
that this 4th section was right, they could, after 
having come to a deliberate judgment, incorporate 
itinto the naval pension fend bill, when it should 
come up, in the course ef two or three weeks. Ir, 
however, the House should now pass the section 
without uxderstanding its effect, or listening to the 
arguments which might be urged against it, it 
would be too late, when the naval pension fund 
bill should come up, to make the desirable a'tera- 
tion. He did not, therefore, mean to offer any 
substitute at present; he merely wished the House 
to strike out the section, so as to give time for con- 
sideration. 

This proposition contemplated a very important 
change,so far as it regarded the interests of the 
navy; and yet the change might be right or might be 
wrong. It was a most important change—preg- 
nant with good as with evil to that body. The 
amendment had never pas:ed through the Commit- 
teeon Naval Affairs, which was the appropriate 
committee to have passed judgment upon it, and 
to have presented it to the Hiuse. Now, if the 
House would agiee to strike out the svc'ion, they 
would be in the same po-ition as though it had 
never been introduced. It might te adopted pre- 
cisely as it stood, or it might be rejected hereafter, 
when the naval pension fund bil shoald be 
under consideration. But it it seemed unfair and 
unkind that a measure of so much importanee to 
the navy should be disposed of in this sammary 
way, without even time for inquiry, or without 
hav.pg passed through that chanue: to which they 
had a rightto look for the guardianship of their 
interests. 

Mr. H. being then about to renew the demand 
for the previous quesion, in redemption of his 
pledge to Mr. Jones, 

Mr. MONROE urgently appealed to Mr. H. 
to w thhold the demand—which Mr. H. said he 
ceuld not do, being pledged to renew it. 

And the previous question being then again de- 
manded— 

The SPEAKER said the main question would 
be on the passage of the bill. 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved to strike out the fourth 
section. 

The SPEAKER said it could only now be done 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. HOFFMAN said if universal consent could 
not be obtained, he must move to recommit the 
bill. 

Mr. McKAY sose and objected. 

Mr. LAWRENCE hoped the objection would 
be withdrawn. It was very important that this 
bill should be passed to-day, because the commis- 
sion of the Commissioner of Pensions would ex 
pire. Ths House had not had any opportunity of 
examining the fourth section. That section seemed 
to him to carry with it very important powers, and 
he confessed he was not, at this time, ready to 
vote upon it. It might be wright or wrong—he 
did not say. But, at the same time, he desired 
that it might be siricken out now, and introduced 
into some other bill if it be right. At all events, 
time should be allowed for inquiry. 

Mr. McKAY declining to withdraw his objec- 
tion— 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved a recommitment. 

Mr. TURNEY inguired if, after the previous 
question had been called, a motion to recommit was 
in order? 

The SPEAKER answered in the nega’ive. 

Some conversation followed betwee. Messrs. 
JONES, CLIFFORD, BRIGGS, and BANKS, on 
the point of order, 

When, the question being put, the demand for 
the previous question was seconded. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

And the main question being on the passage of 
the bill, was decided by yeas and nays—-yeas 157, 
nays 8, as follows: 

YEAS—Meeers. Adams, J. Allen, John W. Aller, B. J. 
Anderson, Andrewe, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Beli, Bid- 
dle, Blachwell, Bond, Boyd, Brigge, Brockway, Aaron 
Brews, Albert G, Brown, Burke, &, H. Butler, Wiltam O 
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Butler, Calhoun, Carroll, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Chittenden, Clark, Clifford, Coles, Connor, M. A. Cooper, 
Crary, Crockett, Cross, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Davies, 
Jobn Davis, John W. Davia, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dennis, 
Doan, Doig, Dromgovle, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Edwards, 
Ely, Evans, Fine, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, James Garland, 
Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Goggin, Green, Griffin, Habersham, 
Hand, W. 8. Hastings, J. Hastings, Henry, Hill of North 
Carolina, Hillen, Holleman, Hopkins, Heward, Hubbard, 
Hunt, Jameson, Charles Johnston, Joseph Johnson, C. John- 
son, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Kempshall, 
Lawrence, Leadbetter, Lewis, Lincoln, Lowell, Lucas, Mc- 
Clellan, McCulloh, McKay, Mallpry, Marchand, Mason, Miller, 
Mitchell, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Calvary Mortis, 
Newhard, Nisbet, Ogle, Parish, Parmenter, Paynter, Petri- 
kin, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, 
Rayner, ns ee Edward Rogers, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Samuels, Sergeant, Shaw, Shepard, Simonton, Albert 
Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrod, 
Scorre.Strong, Stuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Tillinghast, To- 
land, Triplett, Trumbull, Turney, Underwood, Vanderpoel, 
David D. Wagener, Peter J. Wagner, Watterson, Weller, 
Edward D. White, John White, Jared W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Wor- 
thington—157. 

NAYS—Messers. Rice Garland, Jenifer, King, Monroe, Mor- 
gan, Proflit, Rhett, and Christopher H. Williams—8. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON then, after a few remarks, 
moved a reconsideration of the vote just taken, for 
the purpose of amending it, by str.king out the 
fourth section. 

After some remarks from Mr. MONROE, in fa- 
vor of the motion, 

Mr. HUBBARD called for the previous ques: 
tion; which being ordered, 

Tre question of reconsideration was decided in 
the negative—yeus 67, nays 83. 

The bill from the Senate, making an apprcpri- 
ation for the remova! of the Red River raft, was 
then taken up, the question beng on the motion of 
Mr. Bipp.e to refer the bili to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, with in-truct ons to inquire into 
and report upon the circumstances connected with 
the advance made by the Bank of Arkansas to the 
Superintendent of the werk, and its expenditure by 
him. 

Mr. BEATTY of Pennsylvania, who was enti- 


tled to the floor, having moved an adjournment | 


when this subject was last before the House, rose 
and said, that although he had moved the adjourn- 
ment, ithad not been with any intention of de- 
taining the House by a !ong speech, as he believed 
every honest man in the House was tired listening 
to speeches made for home consumption, or 
against time. What he had tosay he should com- 
prive in a very few words. The removal of the 
rafi on Red river, said Mr. B. and the opening of 
the navigation of that important stream, must, in 
its consequences, exicnd to the waters of the Ohio, 
since they both empty into the Mississippi river, 
which is a connecting link between them. Large 
appropriations have heretotore been made for im- 
proving the navigation of the Ohio, and many of 
the streams connected with it; and I now ask the at- 
tention of the House to the importance of improv- 
ing the navigation of one of its head waters. I 
mean the Alleghany river. The extension of 
that navigation from Pittsbarg, in Pennsylvania, 
to Olean Point, in the State of New York, will, I 
am persuaded, be a measure of very great impor- 
tance, not only to the country immediately adja- 
cent, but ultimately to a great part of the Union. 
There are at this time thirteen Siates interested in 
this improvement. It has iong been the intention 
of the Government that an appropriation should 
be made for this object, and a bill was reported for 
that purpose, but during the last session of Con- 
gress it could not be reached; and from the course 
that business now takes in this House, or rather 
from a course pursued by some gentlemen which 
prevents business from being done, I am led to em- 
brace the present as the only favorab!e opportunity 
likely for some time to occur, of bringiwg this sub- 
ject before the notice of the House. Should the 
contemplated improvement be carried into effect, 
the effect will be—as any gentleman by an in- 
specuion of the map can immediately perceive— 
that a continued line of pavigation will be extend- 
ed up the Allegany to the Genessee Valley canal 
—a work which the enterprise and perseverance of 
ihe people of the Siate of New York are now push- 
ing rapid'y to its completion. When this middle 
link of the chain shall have been suppled, there 
will be @ waler eommunication, extending, with- 
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cut interruption, for twelve thousand mi} 
the interior of the United States. An 
this well deserves the name of a national 
for all parts of the country are more or Jess inte 
res'ed in its comp'etion. When this vast interns, 
navigation is complete, not only agricultural 0 
duce, but troops, artillery, and munitions of wa : 
can rapidly be conveyed from remote points on th 
Atlantic coast all the way to New Orleans, without 
being exposed to the dangers of the sea. Who does 
not perceive what an invalulable advantage this will 
be, should the nation be involved in war, ] invite 
to this subject, pariicularly, the attention of a class 
of gentlemen who have heretcfore been opposed to 
works of this description: I mean the gentlemen of 
the South. They cannot fail to perceive that, 4 
completing a line of internal navigation of this 
extent, they open a path for their raw mayerial 1, 
the Northern manufacturers, whence it can gu 
abroad in an improved form, and with enhanced 
value, without being exposed to the enemy by sea 
in time of war. I trust that these inteiligent gen. 
ilemen will give to the subject that serious atten. 
tion which its importance demands, and that they 
will consider this as a fit time in which to ayow 
their conviction of its util.ty. 

Mr. Speaker, it was not my intention to make a 
speech, but merely to cail the attention of the 
House to this subject. I atm fully aware there are 
many gentlemen present who understand it, and 
can explain it much better than I; and I cannot but 
hope that it will not be overlooked. And now, as 
I know that it is not the pleasure of gentlemen 
listen to long speeches on a subject like this, I will 
conclude what I have to say by moving the pre- 
vious question. 


Mr. BIDDLE, who spoke with earnestness in 
opposition to the bill,as setting an evil precedent cal- 
culated to lead subordinate officers to violate their 
instructicns, and those interested in their doing so, to 
presume upon the lenity of the Government. He 
dwelt also on the constitutional ebj-ction to a bill 
appropriating money originating in the Senate. 

Mr. POPE admitted that there was weight in the 
last objection, but wished that subject reserved, to 
be embodied in a dec'aratory bill. He then adyvo- 
cated the appropriation, and dwelt on the great 
utility of the work, and the loss which must en- 
sue should the work be suspended. Mr. P. closed 
by moving a reference of the bill to the Commitiee 
of Ways and Means; on which ques’ion he ¢e- 
demanded the previous question. He withdrew 
this demand, however, under the pledge tha: it 
should be renewed by 


Mr. PETRIKIN, who said he was opposed to all 
these appropriations. He considered tnem nothing 
more nor less than a continued drain on the whole 
nation, for the benefit of a set of specula’ors, who 
had advanced money to go on with the improve- 
ment of the raft, thet they might sell their fine cot- 
ton land above it, which they had purchased fora 
dollar and a quarter, for fifteen and twenty dollars 
an acre. We have been told, said Mr. P. that 
this raft has been removed; yet we are asked for an 
appropriation to remove it. Millions have been 
expended by an unfaithful officer, and this House 
sanciions it. If any one doubts it, I pledge myself 
to produce the proof. [am not going to make a 
speech about General Harrison or Alexander Hla- 
milton, and move the previous question. 

[Cries of “‘no, no!) 

Mr. P. I always keep my word, sir. 

Mr. CROSS of Arkansas wished much an op- 
portunity to explain; but the rule was enforced, 
which forbids all debate afier the previous quests 
has been moved. 

Mr. GARLAND suggested to Mr. Bippteto 
modify his instructions; but Mr. B. declived. 

Mr. GARLAND then asked a division of the 
question, so that it m‘ght be taken first on the com- 
mitment, and th¢n on the instractions. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON now moved to lay the 
whole subject on the table; but the House, by yeas 
and nays, rejected the motion—yeas 63, nays 92. 

But, before any quesiion was taken on the oom 
mitment of the bill, 

The House adjourned. 
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F eom:- 


Hovse or Representatives, 
March 34, 1840. 
GextLemen: Be pleased to insert ia the Globe, 
that upon the several questions arising out of the 
esolations of the Committee of Elections, and the 
hmendments thereto, on Friday last, Mr. Ftercuer, 
of Vermont, and Mr. Rexp, of Massachuseits, 
who, if present, would bave voted on opposite 
sides, were absent by mutual agreement, having 
eft the House, not expecting the question would 
have been taken that evening. 
Respectfully, 
ISAAC FLETCHER. 
Messrs. Buain anp Rives. 





IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, March 4, 1840. 

Mr. LINN presented a :nemorial of citizens of 
the State of Indiana, praying that the laws of the 
Union may be extended over the Oregon Territory; 
which was referred to the Select Committee on the 
Oregon Territory. ; 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a memorial of ci- 
tizens of New York, praying for the enactment of 
a general bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
Committee on tre Judiciary. 7 $2 

Mr. CALHOUN presenied a petition from citi- 
zensof Philadelphia, praying for the passage of a 
general bankrupt law; which wasreferred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented eight memorials 
of citizens of New York, praying for the passage 
ofa general bankropt law; which was referred q 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. T. presented a memorial remonstrating 
against the use of bloodheunds in the Florida war; 
which was laid on the table. 

Mr. T. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of New York, praying for a reduction of posta e 
on letters; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. | 

Mr. T. aiso presen'ed a memorial from citizens 
of New York, praying to prohibit the use of ardent 
spirits in the army, navy, &c; which was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. MERRICK presented a memorial of Wil!- 
liam McMahon; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of the 
Administrator of John Judge; which was referred 
te the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the memorial of t*e De- 
mecratic Association of Washington city, praying 
a renewal of the charter of the city of Washing- 
ton, with certain modifications; whch was referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented two memo- 
tials of citizens of the city of Washington, pray- 
ing for a renewal of the charter of said city, with 
certain modifications; which were referred to the 
Committee on the Dis'rict of Co!umbia. 

Mr. MERRICK asked that the above memori- 
als might be printed. 

Mr. ALLEN said that one of the memo ials had 
been already ordered to be printed, and as they 
were alla similar tenor, he saw no propriety in 
reprinting the same matter. 

Mr. MERRICK said it was the printing of the 
hames of the signers of the n.emoria!s he wished. 
There was con-iderable diversity of sentiment 
among the citizens on the subjec! of this memorial, 
end it had been intimated that many cf the signa- 
tures were fictitious, and bad no representatives in 
existence He hoped, therefore, the memorials, with 
the signatures, w uid be printed. 

Mr. NORVELL hoped that the motion to print 
the names of the memorialists, as well as one otf 
the copies of the memorial, would be adopted. One 
Prominent object of the mnemorialists was an exten- 
Sionofthe night of suffrage within this Disirict. 
They desired Congress to give to them a rightto 
Vole for tre public officers, for the municipal au- 
thorities by wh m they were ruled. The object 
Was laudable, and there could be no objection to 

Printing of the names of those wh» seek it. 
_Mr. CLAY of Alabaina said he bad no objec- 
tion to the printing, but he would suggest that the 
wames On the inemorials formerly presented, should 
uso be printed; which was accordingly ordered. 
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Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which wasreferre1 the memorial of the 
Latter Day Saints, commonly called Mormons, 
submitied a repoit, accompanied by the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be discharged from the further con-ideration of the 
memorial in this case, and that the memorialists 
have leave to withdraw the papers whch accom- 
pany their memorials. 

Mr. W. gave notice that he would call up the 
report on Monday next. 

Mr. W. from the seme committee, to which was 
re‘erved the petition of William P. Rathbone, re- 
ported a bill for his relief; which was read, and or- 
dered t» a second reading. 

Mr. W. from the same committee, reported a 
billto extend fora longer time the several acts 
now in force for the relief of insolvent debtors of 
the United States; whch was read, and passed to 
a second reading, and, by unanimous consent, read 
a second time, and ordered to be engres ed. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, report- 
ed the bill supp ementary to an actto abolish im- 
prisonment for debt in certain cases, without 
amendment. 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, reported 
a bill for the relief of the executor of Thomas 
Cooper, deceased; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. STRANGE, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill for the relief of the secu- 
rities of Archibald Sneed, deceased 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Saartwout, late collector of the 
customs for the port of New York, was taken up 
as in Committee of the Whole, and after being 
discussed by Messrs. WALL, WEBSTER, PREN- 
‘4 1SS, WRIGHT, and BETTS, was ordered to be 
engrossed. 

Mr. ‘TAPPAN submitted the following resolu- 
tion for considera'ion : 

Resolved, That the 47th rule be amended so as in 
the last paragraph thereof to read: 

“‘ Two reporters for each of the daily papers, and 
one reporter for each tri-weekly paper, printed and 
published in the city of Washington, whose names 
shall be communicated in writing, by tee editors of 
those papers to the Secretary of the Senate, and 
who shall confine themse'ves to the seats now pro- 
vided tor them. 

Mr. CALHOUN submitted the following: 

Resolved, That a ship or vessel on the high seas, 
in time of peace, engaged in a lawful voyage, is, 
according to the laws of nations, under the exclu- 
sive jurisdiction of the State to which her flag be- 
longs, as much so as if constituting a part of its 
own domain. 

Resolved, That if such ship or vessel should be 
fore2d, by stress of weather or other unavoidable 
cause, into the port of a friendly power, she would, 
under the same laws, lose none of the rights ap- 
pertaining tv her on the h'gh seas, but, on the con- 
trary, she and her cargo and persons on board, 
with their property, and all the rights belong: to 
their personal relations, as established by the laws 
of the S:ate to which they belong, would be under 
the protection which the laws of nations extend to 
the unfortunate under such circumstances. 

Resolved, That the brig Ente:prise, which was 
forced unavoidably by stress of weather into Poit 
Hamilton, Bermuda Island, while on a lawful voy- 
age on the high seas from one part ef the Union to 
another, comes within the principies embraced in 
the foregoing resolutions; aad that the seizure and 
detention of the negroes on board by the local au- 
thorities of the Island was an act in violation of 
the laws of nations, and high'y unjust to our citi- 
zens to whom they belong. 

COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 

Mr. PIERCE, chairman of the Committee on 
Pensions, move to take up the bill, es amen¢ed by 
the other House, to continue the office of Commis- 
sioner of Pensions. 

Mr. Pixrce said: With all due reference to the 
opinion of the House of Representatives upon 
questions of this character, [ shall feel it to be my 
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| duty to vote against concurring in the ameadment; 


but at this moment of strong professions of princi- 
ples of economy and retrenchment, I have hittle 
hope of being sustained in my opposition, and shall 
attempt no labored argument to lead the minds of 
other gentlemen to the conclusion at which my own 
has already arrived. But there are some facis 
which I fee] it to be my duty to state in justifica- 
tion of the committee under whose direction I re- 
ported the bill, and which, in ordinary times, I 
should expect would not be without weight here. 
Of the ability, fidelity, and untiring industry with 
which the officer alone to be affected by this reduction 
has discharged the daties devolved upon him, I 
have nothing to say; they are known and acknow- 
ledged by all persons wno have had any inter- 
course with the Pension Office. You find him there 
early and late, and, what is much more mate- 
rial, you almost always find him right. I 
say this, because the committee of which [ am 
a member have never, to my recollection, found 
occasion to reverse his decision under the regu- 
lations which the interests of the Government 
and the ends of justice have rendered it 
indispensable for‘him to adopt. We have, it is 
true, granted pensions where he has refused to 
grant them, but we have done it by setting aside, in 
individual cases of strong equity, regulations from 
which he could, with no safety, depart. Twenty- 
two years have now elapsed since he has been at 
the head of the Pension Bureav, either as chief 
clerk or Commissioner, which eflice was created in 
1°33. Dutivg that period, more than sixty-eight 
thousand cases have been examined and admitted, 
or rejected, exclusive of invalid applications. The 
labor and reseerch which has been required for the 
faithful and just discharge of this duty, can hardiy 
be appreciated ’y any man who has not been in 
the habit of examining pension claims, with the vo- 
luminous tesiimony which accompanies almost 
every case. In disposing of the vast namber of 
claims to which | had before adverted, it was im- 
pos-ible that the Commissioner should avoid pro- 
voking the displeasure of many claimants, their 
agents, allorneys, and friends. He has done it, I 
know, from letters of complaint from my own con- 
stituents, who will, perhaps, blame me for what I 
am about to say. In my judgment, from a careful 
examination of a large number of cases, he has 
done it in a faithful and fearless discharge of du- 
ties which he owed to the Government, as well as 
to individuals. 


Sir, I have been astonished at the amount of la- 
lor which this officer has been able to accomplish, 
and yet more at the facility and promptness wih 
which he can turn to the grounds of decision of all 
cas $ that bave been adjudicated. It may not be 
improper for me to state,at this moment of pair.oiic 
ardor and feverish excitement upon the subject of 
retrenchment, that, during the session preceding 
the last, and near its clove, a large number, | 


| think more than a hundred and fifty bills, came up 
| tothis chamber for concurreuce. 


I then, as now, 
was a member of the Committee on Pensions, aud 


| 1 bestowed npon those cases, at that period of the 


session, all the time and s'rength I cou'd command. 


| In many cases there were printed reports setting 


forth reasons that were dec.sive upon the premisee 
assumed. Bui l doubted the justuess of these pre- 
mises, and sent many of the cases to Mr. Edwards 


| for the grounds on which they were rejected there, 


and I received prompt answers, showing such dis- 
crepancy between the evidence furni-hed there, 


| and the original application, aud the evidence pre- 
| sented to Congress, or such record evidence as 


proved most of the claims, beyond a question, to be 
groundless. The Senate will, perhaps, remember the 
result. Sume fi ‘teen or twenty of those claims, ba ed 


| upon grounds of equity,received the favorab‘e report 


ofthe committee, and were passed by the Senate. It 
is but just to say, that ch efly to the care and in‘el- 
ligence of this cfficer, and the facility with which 
he wasab'e to furnish the grounds of his decisions, 
is to be attributed the fac: that this mass of unjust 
claims were rejected; a number which wou'd have 
probably demanded twenty thousand dollars for 
the present, and, perhaps, not less than two hua 
dred thousand dollars prespectively. And now, 
sir, what do you propose to dof You propose te 
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reduce the salary of this officer the sum of five 
hondred dollars, while you leave the salaiies of 
other officers, of not more laborious or responsible 
stations, where they are. Let me say it is not 
merely intelligence and industry that is required 
there. Integrity in that officer might have been 
bartered within the last three years during the 
monstrous influx of large claims for tens and fifty 
thousands of dollars, Sad experience in this Go- 
" veroment has proved that integrity may be suc- 
cessfully assailed, even in positions of the high- 
est trust. Lwucre is, at the present day, the god 
of general idolatry; and when we have a man ina 
siation of this importance, upon whose decisions 
millions depend, my judgment teaches me that, as 
sentible and practical men, we had better not, for 
the paltry consideration of five hundred dollars an- 
nvally, risk the great interests lodged in that bu- 
reau. But if the p-esent incumbent will consent 
to continue in the office at twenty-five hundred dol- 
lars a year, can we, in the exercive of a spirit of 
just liberality and a judicious appreciation of faith- 
ful labors, reduce his salary? I consider this re- 
ductioa most inauspicious, both as to the time and 
the person. By the fourth section of the bill, you 

ropose to transfer the business which has been 
hitherto done in the Navy Department to this 
office—a change demanded by a variety of consi- 
derations—looking to the protection of the public 
revenue, and prompt action upon the applications 
of indigent and meritorious claimants. Alihough 
the number of pensioners for Pevolutionary ser- 
vice is daily decreasing, except under the act of 
granting pensions to widows, yet the amount of 
Jaber will not be lessened for the next twelve 
months, at least; and there are a large number 
of claims under the act of 1832—-—probably 
twelve or fifieen hurdred—which ought to be 
taken up for re-examination, with the light of ad- 
ditional rolls and record evidence, which the De- 
paitment has cbtained since their suspension. I 
have no doubt that many of those cases were just, 
and that a re-examination will show that the claim- 
ants, if living, and, if not, their widows or heils, 
are entitled to the benefit of that act. But this the 
Commissioner cannot do, and proceed with the 
current business of the office, for at least a year to 
come. The bi'l proposes to continue the office for 
three years only, and those three years must be, it 
is perfectly obvious, as the last three have been, 
dvvoted to constant laber. Alihough you transfer 
the clerk from the Navy Department to the Pen- 
sion Office, you still add greatly to the responsibili- 
ty of the Commissioner. To this point I will read 
the testimony of the Secretary of the Navy. In 
his last annual report the Secretary says- 

“The multiplication of these laws, and the va- 
rious consiructions placed upon them at differeut 
times, seem to indicate the propriety of adopting a 
less compiicated system. I would also take the oc- 
casion to state that, whatever disposi'ion may be 
made of the subject, it has become necessary 'o re- 
lieve the head of the Department from the labor 
and responsility of this portion of his duites. 

‘“‘Almost every application for a pension in- 
volves the necessity of a close and critical exam.- 
nation of testimony, together with a reference to 
various laws, and the time required to do this as it 
ought to be done, materially interferes wath other 
and indispensable avocations.” 

Four weeks since, the Senate, upon my motion, 
took this bill up out of its order, and passed it; but 
the hopes that were then indu'ged have not been 
realized. The act of 1837 expired yesterday, the 
business of the office is suspended, its doors are 
closed, and I am not unmindful of thestrong ob- 
jections to sending the bili back, still I should do 
injustice to my own convictions to yield to those 
objections. Let us do what is manifestly right, 
and leave the responsibility of the wrong where it 
belongs. If this proposition were embiaced in a 
general scheme of reduc'ion which would be 
relatively just, I should, perhaps, have nothing to 
object; though I think very erroneous im- 
presions are entertained w.th regard to the amount 
of Jabor performed in the various offices here, 


the ability and diligence which the subordinate of 


ficers bring to the performance of that labor, and 
the amount of salary that is indispensable for the 
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support of their families. I cannot omit this op- 
portunity to remark that my acquaintance with 
those ofcers has led me to form a high estimate 
of their characters. They are no idlers; they 
earn their bread. Go inte any of the various of- 
fices, and you will find no deficiency of those 
qualities which constituie the efficient officer and 
geod citizen, 

Upon this favorite theme of retrenchment, I 
have only to say, that, when gentlemen will move 
upon this subject wih enlarged views and just 
objects, they shall not want my humble aid. For- 
tunately for myself, I have the honor to represent 
here, in part, a constituency who judge men by 
their acts, and not by their words. To them I ccm- 
mit the record of my votes in both wings of this 
Capitol; they will be somewhat more enduring and 
satisfactory than any profes-ions which may pass 
away with the breath that utters them. 

Is not the inequality, not to say injustice, of this 
measure ebvious and glasing? What are the facts 
in relation to your other officers of similar grade? 
In 1831, a gentleman had charge of the Indian bu- 
reau at a salary of $1,690; in 1832, the office of 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs was established at 
a salary of $3,000; in 1834, the gentleman at the 
head of the Patent Office received $1,500; in 1836, 
the office of Commissioner of Patents was esta- 
blished, and the salary fixed at $3,000. The same 
salaries are paid to your Register, your Comptrol- 
lers, and your Auditors. Now, sir, I hazard no- 
thing in saying that there is nothing which, upon 
grounds of relative ability, relative labcr, and rela- 
live fidelity, can warrant the proposed distinction 
against this veteran officer. If salaries are to be 
reduced, let them be reduced together, and upon a 
fair and just scale, and do not direct all the force 
ef your spirit of retrenchment against this indivi- 
dual, who, in his youth, performed good service, 
both in your army and navy, and who may be 
found in his office at all seasons—in autumn, wit- 
ter, spring, and sultry summer—from eigat o’clock 
in the morning until late in the afternoon, devoung 
his energies, his great experience, and his thorough 
knowledge of this important branch of public bu- 
Siness, to your service. 

Mr. HUBBARD remarked that on yesterday, 
when this bill came from the House of Represen- 
tatives, he moved that the Senate concur in the 
proposed amendment. He was at the time aware 
that his honorable colleague, who had this bill in 
charge, was necessarily absent from his seat; and, 
without knowing his views at all upon the subject, 
he moved a concurrence. He did this from a full 
conviction that a regard to the public interests de- 
manded an immediate action upon this bill. The 
ottice of Commissioner of Pensions, it was known, 
would expire with the expiration of the day. He 
then stated, what is now history, that if this bill was 
not passed before the adjournment of the Senate, 
the office would be closed before the reassembling 
of the Senate; that it was, therefere, of the utmost 
importance that the bill should be passed, and be 
passed without delay. 

This, however, was sot done. He had now 
heard his colleague, and he fully appreciated the 
feelings and sentiments which governed him. He 
was perfectly aware that the committee of which 
he is chairman, had reported the b.l! precise-y as 
it had passed the Senate; and, as far as it re- 
spects the salary of the Commissioner, the bill re- 
ported was in perfect accordance with the existing 
law. He was perfectly aware, also, that his col- 
league was not the advocate of hizh salaries. His 
votes since the commencement of the present ses- 
sion offered sufficient evidence of that fact; and he 
differed not at all from him in the estimation he 
had given of the faithful! and valuable services of 
the Commissioner of Pensions. Notwithstanding 
all this, he was now, as he was yesterday, in 
favor of concurring with the amendment proposed 
by the House of Representatives; and he would 
state the considerations which must control his 


vole. This bill passed the Senate abcut four 
weeks ago. It came from the House justas the 
office of Commissioner of Pensons, was expir- | 


ing. He knew not what had occasioned this delay. 
The only amendment proposed by that branch 
was toreduce the salary cf the Commissioner from 
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three thousand to twenty-five handred dollars H 
knew not, nor did he wish to know, the partie “4 
reasons which had induced the House to noes ve 
that amendment. It had beea done; and, for cg 
he was not disposed, at this hour, to return the bil 
again to the House. He could not te|| whether 
they would insist upon their amendment, or — 
ther they would recede from it, or whether ‘ 
would not take up the bill until another four on 
hadexpired. He would not, therefore, reiyry the 
bill to the House of Representatives, under existing 
circumstances, but he would concur, and concyr at 
once; and if injustice should be meied out to the 
Commissioner by the adeption of the ameng. 
ment, it will be in the power of Congress 
to correct the error in sume future legisla. 
tion. And why would he not now concur jn 
the amendment of the House? Why would he 
not send the biil back to the House? For this rea. 
son: the office is now closed—the doors are now 
barred—and the old men and women who have 
claims under your existing laws, cannot gain ad. 
mittance to present them at the appropriate de. 
partment. The whole pension system is now sy. 
pended; and he would not, therefore, if he coy 
prevent it, delay the passage of this bill a single 
moment. It should have been done before the aj. 
journment on yesterday. The suspension of any 
one branch of the public service should not haye 
been permitted for a single hour. 

In conclusien, he would again say, that he fully 
appreciated the views of his cclieague; but as he 
deprecated further delay-~as he regarded jt 2 
most injurious to the public service, and most pre. 
judicial to the particular interests of those Seeking 
to obtain pensions—he skould feel constrained to 
give his vote in favor of concurring in the amend- 
ment. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama was willing to accord 
all that was said by his friend [Mr. Pierce] from 
New Hamp-hire in favor of the ability and faith- 
fulness of the Commissioner. According to the 
Statement made, he had originally received $2,5() 
for his duties, and he did not presume he was more 
faithful now than then, or had more lJabor to per- 
form. That he was competent and experienced 
Mr. C. was willing to admit; but, at the same time, 
he was not prepared to admit that he was the only 
man that was so. Able and efficient men might 
be had to do the duties for the sum offered by the 
House. The Judges of his own State got less, and 
the Secretary of State five hundred dollars less; and 
why was it that a clerk should be bet'er compensa- 
ted than the highest judicial authorities cf toe Sta'es} 
The time for retrenchment with him was whenever 
the question was presented for his action, and he 
should now call on the other side of the House—io 
those who had been loud in their professions on the 
scorce of economy; who had descanted 80 elo- 
quently on the subjects of reform and retrench- 
ment—to rally to his side, and aid him in carryiog 
out the measure, and he could arsnre them they 
should have his aid and support in all similar 
measures. 

Mr. GRUNDY spoke of the official worth of 
the Commissioner, from his own knowledge, while 
acting as attorney Genral; his attention to h’s du- 
ties was such as to commend him to the cousile- 
ration of the country. He did not think $3,000 
too bigh for the services, especially in a city where 
living was so high as in this; but he coud not cot- 
sent to postpone the bill. As far as his vote wa 
concerned, he should feel compelled to give iti 
favor of a concurrence with the amendment 0 
the House. 

Mr. WRIGHT thought that to make the reduc: 
tion in an insulated ease was wrong, but he hoped 
the Senate would concur in the amendment matt 
by the House, as the doors of the office were nc¥ 
closed, and the pensioners could not be attended '* 
in consequence of it. 

Mr. PIERCE said the bill hed passed the Senalt 
four weeks since, and has been retuined no¥ 
with bat this amendment. He was for seading " 
back again, and for letting the responsibility ° 
closing the cffice rest where it belongs. If! 
House chooses, let them keep it four weeks long’ 
and justify themselves to their constiuents if tt) 
can. 
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Mr. WALL wished to say a word in explana- 
tion of his vote. He came there this morning with 
an intention to vote against concurience in the 
amendment; but the fact of the office being closed 
had changed that determination. He never could 
consent to increase labor, and at the same time di- 
minish the salary. He protested against the prin- 
c ple that salaries should be proportioned to the fa- 
city of getting the situations filled; that because 

rsons could be found to take office for less than 
olhers received, therefore salaries were to be re- 
duced. We might get plenty to do our duties 
(said Mr. W.) for six, five, or four dollars per 


ment in favor of reduction? The per diem which 
ne received he thought only a fair compensation 
for the duties, and he was free to acknowledge 
that he would not take the station for less; but no 
joubt there were many that would. If the whole 
of the United States was searched, there could not 
pe found a man more thoroughly acquainted with 
the duties of his office than the one selected tocom- 
mence the experiment of economy on, and he could 
not think of recording his vote for coneurring in 
the amendment of the House without bearing tes- 
timony to the merit of that in'ividnal. But the 
citizens of the State he had the honor in part to re- 
present, was largely interested in pensions, receiv- 
ed for meriforious services in the Revolution, and 
would suffer much inconvenience by an interrup- 
tion of its operations, and he was compelled, by 
hese circuinstances, io vote in favor of concuriing 
in the amendment. 

Mr. PRENTISS expressed his determination to 
concur in the amendment. He made no objec- 
tons to individuals; but would concur in any 
amendment where salaries were to be reduced, un- 
tii they were graduated by the scale of State offi- 
cers. 

Mr. WHITE said, if the question were as to an 
original office, he would not hesitate in concurring 
with the House; but he thought there were princi- 
ples involved, which should not be sacrificed to 
aby question of mere convenience. It would be a 
dangerous precedent for future legislation if we 
were tocommit an official impropriety on a mere 
question of convenience. From his knowledge of 
the rules of the other House, he had confidence 
enough to send it back, and then if that body would 
not recede, why then it would be time to yield to 
the convenience of the measure. Mr. W. said he 
was in favor of equal salaries with the States; but, 
inacity like this, it would be offering a premium 
on celibacy, as a man of family could not live on 
less than $3,000. He was for non-concuriing, and 
letting the responsibility rest on those upon whom 
tought to fall. 

Mr. PRESTON hoped the Senate would not 
concur in the amendment. He thought the ad- 
vantage to be gained by such a step would more 
than counterbalance all the inconvenience. It was 
not te be supposed that more than 48 hours, at fur- 
thest, would intervene between that time and per- 
fecting the bill. There was another matter that he 
desired should be reached, and which he believed 
it was also the wish of some members of the other 
body should be changed. By this bill the Navy 
Pension Fund was transferred to this cftice—most 
improperly, as he thought; and sending it back 
would give an opportunity of amending it in that 
patticular. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
South Carolina had tired too soon in his race of re- 
‘enchment and reform. In a little discussion, the 
other day, upon the reduction of a salary, he had 
understood the Senator to pledge himself to go as 
far as he (Mr. C.) would in that praiseworthy ob- 
cl. Butit appeared that, in the very next step, 
the Senator was disposed to desert him. He want- 
td lo see something like consistency preserved. 


Mr. PRESTON said there was a_ pruriency in 
the imagination of the gentleman in fixing upon 
hina the charge of inconsistency. What were the 
facis of the case? When he had advocated a con- 
currence with the amendment of the House the 
other day, there was nota reduction, but the crea- 
tion of a new office—a mere mechanical office, not 
equiring in‘ellectual research. This wasa very 
erent matier. He was for giving a fair com- 


day—ay, fur nothing at all: but was that an argu-. 
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pensation for mechanical labor, and a liberal com- 
pensation for intellectual labor. This would be 
the best economy. He was willing that there 
should be a general retrenchment of the expendi- 
tures of the Government; but net in striking at the 
salaries of meritorious men. He was not ds- 
posed to go into a field, thrashing on this side and 
on that, striking at the peace and comfortof fami- 
lies. If the Senator desired really to retrench the 
expenses, he could find sufficient in the numerous 
light-houses and harbors; and in that case he 
would cheerfully go with him. He made there re- 
marks witha view tocorrect any impressions that 


might have been made by bis observations of the | 


other day. He did not go for puting the offices up 
to the lowest bidders. He was for giving such sa- 
laries as would comport with liberal justice, and 
the dignity of the Government. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama said the Senator from 
South Carolina had certainly beaten a retreat from 
the ground occupied by him the other day. It 
was within the recollection of Senators that, when 
a similar question was before them the other day, 
that gentleman had taken very broad ground in his 
ideas of retrenckment. He had even suggested a 
reduction of the per diem of Senators. Now,when 
we were making new appoinimen's, and fixing 
new compensations, he did expect the Senator from 
South Caro!ina would have gone with him in the 
contemplated reform. He found it very easy for 
some genilemen to talk of retrenchment and re- 
form, but it was very (difficult to get a case which 
they considered a proper one to act on. And even 
those who boasted most loudly of their economy, 
were apt to falter when brought to a vote. 


Mr. PRESTON said, if, by economy, the gen- 
tleman means to take $500 out of the pocket of a 
meritorious officer, he would not do it; or to take 
$100,000 out of the Treasury to make a road in 
Alabama, he would not go with him in either case. 
When he found a valuable public servant, he 


could not find it in his nature to cut him down the | 


meagre pittance of $500. His wish was to pay a'l 
the public officers weil; he thought the system of 
reduced salaries the worst species of extravagance. 


Mr. CRITTENDEN did not know the officer 
alluded to pe sonally; but he believed, from ail he 
could understand, that his official capacity justified 
a'l that had been said. The business was one 
certainly of no ordinary trust. Mr. C. wished, 
when the matter of retrenchment was gone into, 
that it should be general, not partial, in its bearing. 
He should vote against the amendment of the 
House. 


Mr. PIERCE said he reported the bill containing 
the clause which had been objected to by the Sena- 
tor from South Carulina, (the transfer of the Navy 
Pension Fand to the office ef the Commissioner, ) 
but ithad been done after consultation with the 
Commissioner of Pensions, the Secretary of the 


Navy, the Secretary of War, and the chairman of | 


the Committee on Naval Affairs, and had received 
their full concurrence. 

The question was then taken on concurrirg wih 
the amendment of the House, and carried—yeas 
30, nays 13, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Anderson,Benton,Brown, 


Buchanan, Clay of Alabama, Clayton, Davis, | 


Dixon, Fulton, Grundy, Henderson, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Mouton, Nichoias, Norvell, Phe!ps, 


Prentiss, Roane, Robinson, Sevier, Strange, Siur- | 
geon, Tappan, Wall, Williams, Wright, and | 


Young—30. 

NAYS—Messrs. Beits, Calhoun, Crittenden, 
Knight, Lumpkin, Merrick, Pierce, Porter, Pres- 
ton, Spence, Talimadge, Webster, and White—13. 

So the amendment was concurred in, and the bill 
finally passed. 


THE SPECIAL ORDER. 
The report of the Select Committee on the as- 
sumption of State debts was then taken up, and 
Mr. GRUNDY addressed the Senate at leng h, and 


with great ability, in reply to the various objec- | 
Without concluding, Mr. | 


tions against the report. 
G. gave way fora motion to go into Executive 
session. 

Afier which, the Senate adjourned, 


i 
| 
| 


| day of March,, and 23d day 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnespay, March 4, 1840. 

As soon as the journal bad been read, 

Mr. PETRIKIN asked leave to offer the fol'ow- 
ing resolution, which was cead for information: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Accounts be 
instracied to report to this House all the facts ia 
relation to the furnishing this House with stationery 
by the CLerx,inc'uding the difference of price paid for 
the stationery furnished to the Senate and that fur- 
nished this House; and, further, that they report all 
the facts relative to contracts made by the Clerk 
with S.D. Langtree for lithographing certain maps 
authorized by the last Congress to be published, 
and the pr.ce paid for the copperplate engraving 
of the same maps published by order of the Senate; 
and that said eommittee have power to send for 
persons and papers in order to enable them to com- 
ply with the foregoing instructions, 

Objection being made, Mr. PETRIKIN moved 
a suspension of the rules, to enable him to offer 
it, And his motion prevailing, the resolution was 
received. 

Mr. CHARLES JOHNSTON moved to amend 
by striking out all after the word resolved and in- 
serting the resolutions offered by him last week, as 
follows: 

Whereas it is alleged that the Clerk of this 
House, without the au-hority of law, or sanction 
ot the House of Representatives, did, on the 25ih 
of December last, 
make two several contract, in writing, withone §S. 
D. Langtree, and by which contracts said Lang- 
tree agreed to furnish all the stationery, and exe- 


| cute all the lithographing and copper-plate engrav- 


ing which should be required for the Twenty-sixth 
Congress, as may more fully appear by referring 
to said contracis respectively: 


And whereas it is alleged that, in pursuance of 
said contract or contracts, said Langtree (who is 
neiiher stationer, lithographer, nor engraver) bas 
furnished and delivered to said Cuern, for the use 
of this House, alarge quantity of stationery, and 
has presented his bill for the same, amounting to 
$19,521 64; and that said stationery (particularly 
the paper) is of an inferior quality, and is charged 
at price equal to 20 per cent. above the usual 
prices of stationery of the best quality, and by 
which difference of price and quality this Govern- 
ment (if said bill is allowed) would sustain a loss 
of more than $4,000 for the stationery already de- 
livered; and, that, if said contracts should be sanc- 
tioned by this House, and continued in force dur- 
ing the Twenty-sixth Congress, the Government 
would be subjected to the sacrifice of more than 


| $15,000, arising from the employment of another 


person to perform the duties which the CLerx 
himself is required to perform by the resolution of 
the House passed March 3, 1827, and under which 
it has been the uniform practice of the Clerks of 
this House to furnish the stationery, until the 
making of the contracts above referred to: There. 
fore, 

Resolved, That the Clerk of this House has no 
power cr authority to make any prospective con- 
tract which will require an application of moneys 
out of the contingent fund of this House, or an ap- 
propriation by Cor gress to satisfy the same, with- 
out the express authority of this House, and that 
the contracts referred to in the foregoing preamble 
are wholly inoperative and void. 


Resolved, nevertheless, That if the said Langt’ee 
shall (in writing) elect to give up and cancel the 
said two contracts, then, and in that event, the 
Committee on Accounts are hereby authorized to 
audit and allow to him his bill for stationery 
already delivered, and services performed, under 
Said contracis, subject to such deductions as eught 
to be made therefrom on occount of the quality and 
the prices charged therefor. And that said com- 
mittee have power to send for persons and papers. 


Mr. J. then made some remarks on the principal 
points of his amendment, but more especially on 
the power of the Clerk to make contracts. Thetwo 
contracis made with Mr. Langtree in March and 
December last were read at the Clerk’s table, after 
which Mr. J. desired to. know cn what day of De- 
cember it was on which the Clerk was re-elected. 
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The SPEAKER said it was the 2ist day of that 
month. 

Mr. JOHNSTON then contended that the con- 
tracts referred to were made by Mr. Garuanp, the 
Clerk, without any official authority, and for which 
the House was not bound. He disclaimed im- 
puting to the Clerk any moral turpitude in his con- 
duct, but considered the contracts as entire- 
ly unautho:ized, as they were made after his 
official existence had expired. Mr. J. then 
went on to suppoce a number of cases in 
which the House might be imposed upon 
by permitting the Clerk to employ a sub- 
ogeut for the procuring of stationery, instead of 
gving directly to the paper makers himself. Among 
other matters, he referred to the single article of 
sealing wax. He supposed that a sub agent em- 
ployed by the CLerx, might furnish to the House 
the best Victoria wax, done up in splendid paper 
boxes, which cost two cents each, at $2 50 per box, 
not containing quite a pound, when toe very same 
kind of wax, in similar boxes, cou!d be purchased 
for $1 25 per pound. He also supposed a case 
where the sub-agent might go to Mr. Hudson, the 
celebrated paper maker, and purchase leiter paper 
at $5 25 per ream, paying for it by a draft on the 
Unied States Bank, whose notes were ten per cent. 
below par. Also, that the same paper was afier- 
wards brought to this city, and sold t:. Government 
at $6 70 per ream. He further supposed thata 
sub-agent might go to New York city and purchase 
paper of an inferior quality, for which he might 
charge the House $6 per ream, when the Secretary 
of the Senate was buying the same kind of paper 
for $3 50 per ream, with a reduction of 5 per cent. 
for cash. 

Mr. J. then adverted to the fact of the CLex con- 
tracting with Mr. Langiree for lithography. He 
asked why the Ci.erK went to Mr. L. who was 
not a luhographer, but who must necessarily go to 
an artist to get the work done. He thought Mr. 
Langiree exhibited more skill in making a con- 
tract, than in the arts, and demanded why the 
House should be burdened with the commission 
necessarily charged indirectly by a sub-agent, for 
performing a duty belonging to the CLerk? 


Mr. DROMGOOLE respectfally asked the chair- 
man of the Committee of Elections whether he was 
not ready to report on the New Jersey case. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, the chai:man, replied in the 
affirmative, After some debate on a point of order, 
arising from a misapprehension on the part of Mr. 
Cuarves Jonnsion, 


Mr. DROMGOOLE said that, from the answer 
just given by the chairman of the Commitiee of 
Elections, he should make but a few brief remarks 
on the question before the House. He thea re- 
ferred to the 96th rule, which makes it the duty of 
the Commitiee on Accounts to investigate all mat- 
ters of expenditure. He would net submit the 
question as 1o whether that commitiee had the sub- 
ject already under consideration, because the rule 
in question made it their imperative duty s» to do. 
Bat he would ask what was the course pursued by 
the gentleman fiom New Yerk, [Mr. Jonnston,] a 
member of the commitee. He was actuaily 
shrinking from an investigation by the Committee. 
Was it not discour eous to tie committe for the 
gentleman to come bere without authority from the 
committee. [Mr. D. here exp'ained that he use‘ 
the term “discourteous” in a pail amentary sen-e } 
He appealed to the House whevher it was suffi- 
ciently acquainie! with the law ani tne fact, so as 
to determine at once, without invesigation, that 
the who'e contract made by the CLerk was con- 
trary to law, He was surprised at tae course of 
the gentleman from New York, in proposing that 
the House shou'd declare the whole contract 
void and fraudulent, without proper invest'ga- 
tion. It reminded him of the conduct of one 
of the infernal judges, whose practice it was to de- 
cide first, and hear testimony afterwards. Mr. D. 
asked what would be thought of a judge of our 
courts who should, at the request of an advocate 
decide, without investigation, a case which proper- 
ly belonged to the jury. He had no disposition to 
screen eviher the Cterk or Mr. Langirce, as his 
vote should show; but he wished the subject to have 


a fair investigation before the proper committee, 
and did not wish to vote blindfolded. 

Mr. D. concluded by moving the previous ques- 
lion. 

Mr. LAWRENCE and Mr. JOHNSON of Va. 
both appealed to him to withdraw his motion, but 
he refused to do so. 

Mr. PETRIKIN modified his resolution (so as 
to make it read as given above.) 

The question on the second to the previous 
question was then taken by tellers—Messrs. Rives 
and Davies of Penosylvania acting as tellers—and 
decided in the affirmative—ayes 97, noes 73. 

The question “Shall the main question be now 
put?” coming up, 

Mr. JOHNSTON of New York called for the 
yeas and nays; which having been ordered, the 
question was taken and cecided in the affirmative 
—yeas 110, nays 79. 

The main guestion was then taken, and decided 
unanimously in the affirmative—yeas 18), nays 
none, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia submitted a resolation 
that the House resolve itself in a Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of considering the bill au- 
thorizing the issuing of Treasury notes, and that 
the said bill shall have precedence over all other 
business until disposed of. 

Objection being made by,several gentlemen to the 
re-epuion of the resolution, 

Mr. JONES moved a suspensien of the rules to 
enable him to offer it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL expressed a wish that the re- 
solution might be laid on the table in order that he 
might have an opportunity of sabmitting a report 
from the Committee of Elections, on the New Jer- 
sey case. 

Mr. BELL inquired whether the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means wished to go 
into Committee of tle Whole for the purpose of 
considering the Sub-Treasury bill. If s>, he would 
vote for the motion. 

Mr. JONES of Virzinia replied that he was 
aS anxious aS any gentleman to get up that bil’; 
and the only reason why it had rot been taken up 
was, that it had not been reached in the regular 
course of business. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
suspend the rules, and lost (there not being a vote 
of two thirds)—yeas 116, nays 69, as follows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Judson Alien, Hugh & Anderson, Atherton, 
Banks, Barnard, Beatty, Beirne, Biddic, Blackwell, Boyd, 
Briggs, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson 
H. Butler, William O. Builer, Carroll, Casey, Chapman, 
China, Clifford, Coles. Conner, Mark A. Cooper, Dana, Davee, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Dawson, Doan, Doig, Dromgoole, 
Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, 
Fornance, James Garland, Gerry, Griffin, Habersham, Hall, 
Hand, Johan Hastings, Hawkins, Hill of N. C. Hillen, Holle- 
man, Holmes, Hoo«, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, 
Joseph Johnsen, Cave Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. 
Jones, Keim, Kemble, Lawrence, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, 
McClellan, McCulloch, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, Medill, 
Miller, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhaid, Parmenter, 
Parris, Paynter, Petrikin, Prentiss, Proffit, Ramsey, Randall, 
Rhett, Rives.Edward Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas Smith, Stark- 
weather, Steenrod, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, Waddy Thompson, Jacoh Thomp- 
son, Turney, Vanderpoe!, David D. Wagener, Watterson, 
Weller, Wick, Jarel W. Williams, Henry Williams, and 
Worthington—1 16. 

NAYS—Measis. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Bell, 
Bond, Brockway, Calhoun, W. B. Campbeil, Carter, Chitten- 
den, Clark, Crabb, Crockett, Cross, Cushing, Edward Davies, 
Garret Davis, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Fillmore, Rice Gar- 
land, Gates, Geniry, Gogein, Graves, Green, Grinnell, William 
S. Hastings, Hawes, Hoffman, Hunt. James, Chas. Johnston, 
William Cost Johnson, Kempshall, King, Lincoin, McCarty, 
Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Os 
borne, Pope, Randolph, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Salvonstall, 
Sergeant, Simonton, Troman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, 
Tillinghast, Toland, Tripieu, Trumbull, Underwood, Peter J. 
Wacgier, John White, Thomas W. Williams, Lewis Williams, 
Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod Williams—69. 


Mr. CAMPBELL asked !eave to make a report 
from the Committee of Elections. 

The SPEAKER said that reports were not in 
order. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. Then, sir, I offer the report 


as a question of privilege, under the duecticns of 


the Huure, which were that the committee should 
report forthwith. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion that it was not 
a question of privilege. The in'roduction of the 
word forthwith into the orJer of the House could 
not make the reporta special order, without a vote 
of two-thirds. 


a 
Mr. CAMPBELL then moved @ Suspension ¢¢ 
the rules to enable him to prevent the report, ’ 


Mr. CROSS desired, before he voteg on 4 
question, respectfully to ask of the chairman of - 
committee if he was prepared to report every th ‘ 
that the committee direct-d him to report, M: C 
was called to order by several; when i 

The SPEAKER said that deba’e was y¢ 
der on a motion to suspend the rules. 

The question was then taken on SUSpeading the 
rules, and decided in the negative, yeas 104 Fa 
78, as follows: aoa 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, Hugh J Ander. 
Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne. Biddle, Blackwell, Bow, 


t in cy. 


Aaron V. Browd, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, W.9 gry 
J Campbell, Carrol!, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Con’ 
nor, Mark A. Cooper, Cross, Dana, Davee, J ora 


ohn Davis, Jo! 
W. Davis, Doig, Dromgoole, Duncan, Earl, Eastman, Ely 


Fine, Fisher, Fletcher, Floyd, Fornanco, Jamies Garland, Gere 
Goggin, Griffin, Hammoad, Hand, Join lias'inge Hil we 
Holleman, Holmes, Hook, Jameson, Joseph Johnson Can 
Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, John W. Jones, Keim, Ken b i 
Leadbetier, Leet, Lewis, Lowell, Lucas, McClellan, Mecy.’ 
loh, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montgomery, Samuel 
W. Moiris, Newhard. Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Payyie; 
Petrikin, Pickens, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rhett, Rives, Edwar, 
Rogers, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Alper: 
Smith, Join Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, Steenrya, 
Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taylor, Philip F. Thomas, }' 
Thompson, Vanderpoel, David D. Wagener, Waterson, We 
ler, Wick, Jared W. Williams, Henry Williams, and Wo; 
thington—104. 

NAYS—Messts. Alford, John W. Allen, Andrews, Barnard 
Bell, Bond, Briggs, Brockway, William B. Campveil, Carter 
Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Crabb, Curtis, Cushing, Gare: 
Davis, Dawson, Dennis, Dillett, Edwards, Evans, Fillmore. 
Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Graves, Green, Habershap: 
Hall, Wm. 8. Hastings, Hawes, Hill of Virginia, Hoffinay’ 
Hunt, James, Charles Johuston, Wm. Cost Johnson, Kei; 
shall, Lawrence, Lincola, McCarty, Mason, Mitchell, Monroe, 
Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Proffit, Rap. 
dall, Randolph, Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Salton. 
stall, Sergeant, Truman Smith, Stanly, Storrs, Stuart, Talia. 
ferro, Waddy Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplet, Trum 
bull, Underwood, Peter J. Wagner, John White, Thomas W 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Sherrod Williams—78. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL asked leave of the House 
to introduce a series of resolutions referring the va- 
r ous subjects in the President’s message to the ap- 
propriate commitiees. 

Objections being made by several members, 

Mr. VANDERPOEL moved a suspension of the 
rules. 

Mr. EVANS of Maine said that the motion of 
the gentleman was irregular. ‘The usual course 
was to refer the whole message to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, where it was 
discussed before referring the several parts of it 'o the 
appropriate committees. If the gentieman would 
modify his motion so as to refer the message fo the 
Commitiee cf the Whole House he would rote 
for it. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL. If the message gets into 
Committee of the Whole we should never get it cut 
again. 

The resolutions were then read for the infurma- 
tion of the House. 

Mr. ADAMS desired to know if it was the gen- 
leman’s object, aiter the expiration of two months 
of the session, to send a!l the different subjects to 
the committees without previously dixcussing them 
in Committee of the Whole. If so, the gentleman 
intended to effect an entire revo!u‘ion in the prac- 
tice of the House. 

Mr. VANDERPOEL would respond to the tn- 
quiry of the gentleman from Massachusetts. The 
friends of the Administration were not jus!ly charge- 
abie with a delay in the reference of the mes 
sage. 

[Here Mr. V. was interrupted with repeated 
calls to order ] 

The CHAI stated that the debate was not in 
or fer. ; ; 

Mr. VANDERPOEL then said he wou!4 mare 
a direct answer to the gentleman’s inquiry. K 
was not his intention that the message should go ' 
the Committee of the Whole. aaa 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
negative—there not being a vote of two-thirds— 
yeas 104, nays 85. 5 - 

Mr. LAWRENCE moved to refer the message 
of the President te the Committee of the Whule ot 
the sate of the Union. 

Mr. CLIFFORD moved to amend the motica 
by excepting from it the subject of the neon 
ern boundary, and referring it to the Comupittee © 
Foreign Affairs. 
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ur. LAWRENCE said that could be done by 

eperal consent. Tnere would be no objection, he 

~ * esumed, to referring the Nor heasiern boundary 
weton to the Committee on Foreign Affairs as 
* asthe message got into Committee of the 


the Vi SLIEFORD then observed that, with that 


ml iesianding, he had no objection to the motion 

, pean man from Massachusetts. 

. “The ques'ion was then taken on Mr. Law- 
cy. psexczs MONOD, and it was carried without a di- 

a a DROMGOOLE inquired if it was then in or- 

ay; Mp ertemove that the House resolve itsel! into a 
Oe mittee of the Whole, for the purpose of con- 

ies «dering the President's message. 

ov A The SPEAKER said the motion woul. not then 

Mer, be 10 order. 


john Mr. DROMGOOLE. Then, sir, I give notice 
Ely aat [ shall move every day, at one o'clock, to go 
aio Committee of the Whole, antil the motion 
Cave shail prevail. ee 
oo It being now a quarter past 5 o’clock, 
al The SPEAKER proceeded to call the commit- 
nter, we for reports, (pursuant to the rale which sets 
wa. MM nat one hour for the same,) commencing with 
wna geCommiticee on Pabiic Lands, where the call 
8, J tad last been suspended, 
7 Mr. HUBEARD, from the Committee en Pab- 
\ie Lands, reported 
nard, A bill to annex a certain tract of land to the Coo- 
a gland district, in the State of Alabama, and for 
more, olher purpo-es; 


oars Abil! for the relief of Sattler Stephens; and 


ein} Abil establishing an additional land district in 
wiroe, MiB he State of Alabama; 

- which were severally referred to the Commitee of 
Talia. the Whole on the state of the Union, and crdered 
rum: 0 be printed. 

3 W 


and Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi, from the same 
| wmmittee, reported 

Ouse Abillfor the removal of the land office from 
€ va- Mi Chocchuma, Mississippi, to Granada, in said State; 
> 2p> Bib and 

Abil for the relief of Jas. L. Cockson; 
; which were referred to the Committee of the 
tithe MB Whole onthe state of the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


in of Mr. T. also made an unfavorab'e report on the 
wurse MM petiion of Horrison R. Blanch, and assed that the 
ee Of Bi ommities he discharged from the further conside- 
Was Bib ration thereof; which was agreed to. 
‘othe Mr. WHITE of Kentncky, trom the same com- 
vould BM mites, reporte! unfavorably on the petition of 
0 the BB John Cole; which re port was laid on the table, and 
role Ba orieed to be printed; also, 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of William Wil- 
SintO BM jams, deceased; and 
it out Abilito allow farther time to the trustee of 

Cente College to dispo-e of the lands heretofore 
‘Tma- GM ranted forthe Deaf and Damb Asylum in the State 
of Kentucky; 

gen Miwhich were read twice, and referred to the 
onths Hj Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
Gis 10 Mr. JAMES GARLAND, from the same com- 
them mittee, reported 
eman Abill for the relief of the representatives of 
prac: i Jchn Gambale; 
ith, Ab for the relief of Mary Tucker; 


The Wiech were read twies, and referred to the Com- 
, uve of the Whole on toe state ef the Union. 


sarge Mr. GRAHAM, from the Commitee for the 
mes: Mrictof Columbia, repoit da resolution to ap- 

Popria'e $3000 for a t mporary ferry between the 
veated Bi toxen parts of the Po'omac br.dge; which was re- 
not in letted ty the Commi tee of the Whole en the state 


the Union, and ordered to be printed 
Mr. BEIRNE, from ‘he same committee, report- 














aake da bi : . ‘ 

oar el a bill to lacerporate the Washingt n City Bo- 

: Terolent Sociey, 

go {0 : 

6 Mr JOHNSON of Maryland, from the same 

in the a minittee, reported a _ resolution, that the 

irds— Mee for the District of Columbia be an- 
‘origed to employ a C'erk, and allow him ¢4 per 

osnage - Which resolution wes rejected—yeas 62, nays 


le on ‘ 
ye 6 Mr. SERGEANT, from the Committ-e on the 
‘Gelary, asked to be discharged from the farther 


motien 3 , ; , 
‘sideration of the bill for changing the time of 


theas'- 
ttee 02 
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holding the term of the District Coart of Alaba- 
ma; which was azreed to. 

Mr. S. also reported 

A bill for the relief of the heirs ani repre- 
sentatives of Thomas Atkinson, deceased; 

A bill to enable the United Sta'es to discharge 
liens and incumbrances upon certain real esta'ts; 

A bill confirmiag tothe State of Indiana cer- 
tain lands in that Siate; and 

A bill for the relief of John H. Sheppard; 
which were severally referred t» the Committee of 
the Whole cn the sta’e of the Union, and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. LiOFFMAN, from the same committee, re- 
ported 

A bill for the retief of certain debtors of the 
Unied States, and tor: peal certain acts relating 
to such debtors: which was re’erred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole, and ordered to be printed. 

The call tor reports had proceeded only so far 
as the Committee on the Judiciary, when the hour 
having elapsed, 

Mr. R. GARLAND called for the orders of the 
day. 

Pending which motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Tuvaspay. March 5, 1840. 
BANKRUPT LAW. 

Mr. BENTON presenied a petition trom the city of New 
York, sigaed by Wm. 8. Parrott and one hundred and fifty 
others, praving for the establishment of a uniform bankrupt 
law in the United Srates. 

Mr. Benton sail that the petitioners in sending their 
petition io him, a Senator from another State, while their 
own State was represented on this flosr, clearly expected 
from him something more than its mere presentation; they evi- 
denily expected him to say something on the subject-matter of 
the petition, and probabiy of his own sentiments in relation te 
it. In this he had no objection tegratify them. He had been 
long enough in the Senate, and attentive enough to questions of 
public interest, to have furmed an opinion ia relation to the 
bankrupt question; and, having formed it, he had no objection 
to express it on any proper occasion. 

Assuming the present to be a proper occasion, he would go 
on to say that, twice since he had been a member of the Se 
nate, the subject of a general bankrupt law had been pressed 
upon Congress—once in the House of Representatives near 
twenty years ago, and again in the Senate about a dozen years 
ago. With the first of these movements he had nothing to do, 
the bill w: ich originated in the House of Representatives hav- 
ing been rejected in that body, without coming to the Senate; in 
the second movement he acteda decided part, and was one of 
twelve who then voted to include banks in the general law 
agaist bankrupts. In the final question he voted against the 
bill; and shonkd so vote again in relation toa general bankrupt 
law which shou!d not be applicable to corporations as well as to 
persons. 

Mr. B went on to say that there was a general movement go- 
ing on at this time, inthe principal cities, in favor of a nation- 
al bankrupt law; and petitions were daily arriving in the Se- 
nate tn favor of the object. All this was very natural aiter the 
wrecks whi h had been madein the commercial! world by the 
expansions, contractions, and explosions of the paper system 
within the last seven years. It was all very natural; but to 
give a chance of success to the movement, it must emerge from 
the narrow bounilaries of a class, and spread out upon a broad 
basis, and assumea general and national form. A bankrupt 
bill for merchants and traders only, cannot be expected to pass: 
it has been tried often and has failed. 'To fail again would be the 
inevitable fate of such a movement, and that by a larger 
vote than heretofore; for all the reasons for including other 
classes have now become stronger than ever. Persons whe are 
not merchants or traders, have been carried away by the spirit 
of the times, and have been involved in debts trom which they 
see no means of extrication. These have a right to the relief of 
a hankrupt law, as well as those regularly engaged in trade; at 
the same time they should not be subject to the compulsory ap- 
plication of the law. With them the application of the law 
should be voluntary and optional: it should only be applied to 
them on their own petition; while with those regulariy engaged 
in trade, and particularly bound to kaewthe laws of trade, and 
to obey these laws, the application of the law should be com- 
pulsory, andshould take effect upon the petition of a given 
proportion of the Creditors. This extension of the prin- 
ciple of the act would make it universal in its ap- 
plication to persons; its extension to corporations would be 
all that would be wanting to make it entirely national, and fitly 
applicable to every case in which the relation of debtor and 
creditor existed. Now the question is, why should not there 
corporations be subject to the same law for bankrupts to which 
natural persons are subject? and the answer is, that they 
ought to be so subject—that their number—their wealth—their 
privileges—their duties—their conduct—their artificial struc- 
ture—their relation to the eommunity, and the relation of the 
community to them; their power over the S:ates in forcing a 
violation of contracts, and the tender of paper money, and the 
duty of Congress to prevent the States from impairing contracts, 
or making any thing but gold and silvera tender im payment ot 
debts; all these circumstances and considerations point out cor- 
porations, not merely as the fitand proper, but asthe pre-emi- 
nently fit and proper subjects for the application of a bankrugt 
law. 

Their number is excessive, and the number of persons be- 
longing te each corporation isgreat. Take a single branch of 
these corporations—the banks—and see the number of persons 
interested in them, and see what agapina national law their 
exemption from tke bankrupt act would make. Their number 
is computed at near one thousand; atan average of forty or 
fifty stockholders to each, a mass of forty or fifty thousand men 
woul! be given; all tobe exempt from the operation of a na- 
tional law. Yet thisis only the beginaing—it is the commence- 
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ment enly of the exempted classes. The banks, numerous as 
they are, are nothing but a unit in the vast sum of the corpora- 
tions. The whole Union ts filled with these artificial beings— 
bodies of men associated for trade or business—protected by 
tts of incerporation, and engaged in every cenceivable pur- 
suit of which the head or hand of man is capable. To say that 
there are ten thousand of these corporations in the Union, would 
be to make a guess ina case where certainty is unattainable, 
and where the guess would be as apt to be underas to be ever 
tie mark. At the small estimate oftwenty or thirty members 
tu each of these corporations, there would result a body of two 
or three hundred thousand men to be exempted from a law 
called uniform and national. 

The wealth of these corporations is great; the property which 
they hod is enormous, and they constitute themselves debtors 
tothe whole community. Associated wealth is now the order 
of the day; chartered incerporations possess an immense pro- 
poruon of the wealth of the country. In subjecting the pro- 
perty, debts, an | effects of an ordinary merchant or trader, to 
distribution under a bankrupt law, I have no idea of exempting 
from the same process the immense and almost boundless 
wealth held by chartered and associated com) anies 

The privileges ef corporations are also great. They possess 
greatand extraordinary privileges; and I have no idea of acd- 
ing to the number oj these privileges by exempting them from 
the operation of a law directed against other detiors. They 
have the benefit of all the laws against debtors; if a bankrape 
bill is passed, they will have the benefit of that also agatst 
those who are indebtto them. They will be include d in the 
list of creditors fora pro rata distribution of the debtor s effects. 
Then why exempt them from the effects of a law against them- 
selves, the benedt of which they have against others?! These 
c rporations have privileges enough alveady, and far too many! 
it is not extension, but diminution of privileges, which they 
ought to look for Many of them pay no toxes; the pro- 
perty of the stockholders is not hable for the debts 
of the institution ; they sue their debtors, sell their property, 
and put their bodies in jail. They have the privilege of stamp- 
ing bits of paper with figures and pictures, and forcing it upon 
the community for money; they have the privilege of usury; 
for they may tend, and that by law, three or more paper dollais 
tor each silver one they possess, In addition to all this, they 
take the privilege of becoming bankrupt when they please, 
They practise bankrupicy when and how they please: they 
have given examples enough of that within these three years 
past: and is it tobe tolerated, that these corporations, in addi- 
tonto all their other vast privileges a. d exemptions from law, 
are also (o have the privilege oi being bankrupt, and afflicung 
the country with the evils of bankruptcy, without being them- 
selves subjectto the laws of bankruptcy? 

The duties of these corporations make them peculiarly fit for 
the remedies of a bankrupt law. ‘Their duties are to pay mo- 
ney, and to pay itpunctually. They deal in money: they live 
by dealing init: they get rich by dealing m it: and they get 
possession of the actual money of the couotry, by promising 
to pay it back again when wanted. They receive depositer, 
than which nothing can be more sacred, por impose a higher 

bligation to retucn with fideliily. They exact a credit trom 
the whole co: munity, by their promise to pay on demand the 
amount of the notes they issue. It 1s their duty to pay there 
lep sites and these notes, and to pay with fideiity and pur.ctu- 
ality. It is their sacred duty to do so: and if they fail in that 
duty, they are far more fit and proper subjects for the operation 
of a bankrupt law than the ordinary merchant and trader. 

The conduct of these corporauons is another Treason for sub- 
jecting them to the bankrupt law, and that conduct consists in 
relusing to pay when they can pay! Disability is one thi 
—disiaclination is another. Not to be able to pay, may be un- 
fortuna e; not to be willing to pay, must be criminal; aud thus 
is the case w th the greater part ol theron-paying banksof Ue 
Union. They affirm their ability to pay: must of them deny 
that they were under any necessity to stop payment; and affi m 
that they only did so because others had set the example: some 
et them ta factare shipping millions of specie to Kurope,whie 
denying ashillieg to ther depositors and note helders at home: 
and many of them resist resumption by others as well as ty 
themselves. Thisisthe conduct of the non-paying banks; and 
it is evil conduct—bad conduct —misconduct—and eminently 
entities them to the most rigorous treatment against bay krupts. 

The artificial structure, and the trustee character of these 
corporations, is another argument in favor of subjecting them 
to the bankrupt process, ‘They are artificial, not natural be- 
ings: they are trustees, not owners, of the property of the cor- 
poration. If the natuial man, made by the hand of the Al- 
mighty, impressed with hisimage, and endowed with inherent 
a idinalienable rights by his Creator—one of which is the right 
of acquiring property; if this na‘ural man may have the pr - 
perty taken outof his hands which is his own, which he hia 
gine’ by his industry, or received by inheritance from his an- 
cestors, or acerpledas a portion with his wife; if this natural 
man may thus be stripped of his vten, and see 1 placed in the 
hands of assignees for distmbution among his creditors, with 
what face can the artificial being, called a corporation, which 
his neither parent, wife, nor child, and whose mat agers 
are nothing but trustees, mansging property which 18 
is not their own—with what facecan this aruficial being, ard 
its trustees, claim an exemption from a process to which the 
natural man,and his :elf-owned estate,is to be subject? In 
one case, the owner of the property is substituted by trustees; 
in the other case, it is only anew setof trustees substituting an 
old set. The assignees of a bankrupt’s estate become the 
trustees of the property for the benefit of the creditors; and if 
the legal owner may be superseded and substitured by these 
legal trustees, why may not a bank directory (who are nothin 
but chartered trustees.) give place to other trusees appoint: 
by the law?) The reeultof their management, supposing the 
bank over which they preside to commit an act of banki u,tey; 
tie result of their management is a proofthat they are either 
unfortunate, or incapable, or unfaithful trustees, and in either 
event, 1. is consonant t» justice to change them for others; 
and thisis all that a bankrupt law would propose todo. It 
would (urn over their trust toa new set of trustees, to makea 
settlement of the concern, and to pay off, as far as poseibir, 
the persons to whom they had become indebted, and to whom 
they were either unwilling or unable to make payment, or 
among whom they might exercise favoritism; paying some, 
and refusing others. 

The relation of these corporationsto the community, and the 
relation of the community to them, is another strong and ye- 
culiar reason for subjectingthem to the strong arm, and to the 
equitable provisions, of a bankrupt law. @f all the objects 
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upon the earth able to contract debts—of all the classes of 
debtors, natural or artificial—banks of circulation are the most 
fit and proper sobjecis for bankrupt laws. Every part of their 
structure, and the whole course of their action, mark them out 
for the application of the remedy which the bankrupt laws 
apply. hey are too strong for individuals to contend with; 
and therefore should be placed in contention with a strong 
power. They are two strong for State power; and there- 
fore should be placed in contention with the power of 
the 'tnited tutes; and happily, that power is vested in 
the United States by the Federal Constitution. As BANKS, 
Congress cannot exercise any direct Jegislation over these insti 
tutions; as BANKRUPTS, they fall under its jurisdiction. All 
that Congress has to do then Is to exercive its constitutional 
power over bankrupts ; andit will present an authority strong 
enough to contend with banks, and to keep them in subordina- 
tion to the lawa of the country- Their course of action, still 
more than their great power, renders them peculiarly fit for the 
bankrupt process. They aci in secret, aod they exacta general 
credit from the community. Nobody knows their means, yet 
every body must truet them. They send “their promises to 
puy” far and wide: they push them into every body’s hands: 
they make them anil that they may getinto the hands of 
amall dealers—into the hands of the laborer, the widow, the 
child, the ignorant, and the helpless. Suddenly the bank 
stops payment: it refuses to pay, while professing 
ability to pay: and all these holders of ita “ promises’’ are 
repulsed fone its door, and without remedy. A few on the 
apot get a littie; the strong, and the favered, may get their due; 
the mass become the victims. If il isa svepension, they sell 
ata discount; ifa fai/ure, they lose all. Foreach holder ofa 
small note to sue upon it, is a troublesome and Jo sing business 
The only adequate remedy—the only remedy that promises 
j @ lee to the community —ia the bankrupt remedy of assignees 
t distribute the effects. This makes the real effects available 
Wuen a bank siops, it has little or no specie; but it has, or 
e@urhtto havea good mass of solventdebts. At present allthese 
d@ bis are unavailable to the;community: they go to a few large 
and favored creditors; and those who are most in need 
the holders of the smal! notes—get nothing. But a strong: 
er view remaina to be teken of these detvis. The mass of 
t vem are generally due from the stockholders and directors of the 
bunk; and these gentlemen donot make themselves pay. They do 
not sue themselves, and sell their own property, and put their 
own bodies in jail. They serve others so. They sue, sel! out, 
and imprison others; but as to themselves, who are the main 
debtors, it is quite another affair. They take their time, and 
usually wait ull the notes ofthe bank are heavily depreciated, 
and then square off witha fewcents in the dollar. They pay 
their notes in bank with their notes out of bank, boughtat a dis 
count. Here, then, isa crying case for the bankrupt remedy. 
A commission of bankruptcy Is the remedy for this evil. A 
change of the trustees—a substitution of assignees in the place 
of the directory—is the way to make this class of debtors pay 
up. A prorata distribution isthe way to do justice to all 
Under the bankrupt remedy, every holder of a note, no matter 
how emall in amount the note may be—no matter how far dis- 
tant from the bank the holder may reside—or forwarding the 
note to the assignees, he will receive his rateable proportion of 
the bank’s effects; and that without trouble, without expense, 
and without personal atiention from himself. 

Bosiies these great reasons for applying a bankrupt law to 
corporations, there are other great purposes to be accom- 
plished, and some mostsacred dutiesto be fulfilled, by the same 
means. Our Constiteuen centains three most vital prohibi 
tions upon the States, of whichthe Feceral Government is the 
guardian and the cuaran'ee, and which are now publicly trod 
den under foot. No Stale shali emit bills af credit: no Siate 
shall make any thing but gold and silver a tender in pay 
ment of debts: no State shall pass any law impairing the 
obligation of contracts So save the Constitmion ! Sy enve 
that sacred fundamental law which itisthe dury of every citi 
zen to protect, preserve, and defend But a new power has 


sprung op among us, and has annulled all these piohibitions, 
That new power is the oligatchy of banks! This oligar- 


chy has done what the States dare not do. I. has filled the 
whole land wih bills of credit; for all admit that a bank 
pve not convertible atthe will of the holder into 
bileferedit. Tthis set aside the constitutional currency, and 
made paper money, and even depreciated paper, a forced ten- 
der in payment ofevery debt. It has violated us own coniracis, 
aid compelled ail individuals, and the Pederal Government, 
and the State Governments, to violate theirs; and has obtamed 
from sovercign States an express sanction, or a silent acqui- 
escence, in this double violation of sacred duiies, and in this 
triple annulment of constitu'ional obligations. Thier is what the 
oligarchy of banks has done; this is What many ef the banks are 
now doing; and he way to prevent these evils—the way to 
preserve, protec’, and defend our Constitution In these vital 
particulars, and to do it withouta collision with the States—is 
to exercise Our constitutional power of applying a bankrupt 
law to bankrupt banks 

Mr. B saul there was nothing vew in applying a bankrupt 
Jaw to banks. It was done in England, where NINELY-TWO 
banka were subjected to this process in the years 1514, 715, and 
716; and many others before and since. The remedy was ori- 
ginalty directed azainsi bankers, and bankers alone. We got 
the idea of this law from the English; they got it from the ha- 
lians of the middie ages; and these Italians obtained it fiom the 
civil law of the Romans. In all these countiies—in ancient 
Rome, in modern Haiy, in Eagland—ithe bankrupt Jaw applied 
to corporations, and especially to banks and bankers; and at as 
only inthe United States that these wsttiuions have become 
too powerful to be subject to the laws which apply to them in 
ether countries. In Engtand atone, there is a limuation of the 
application; the Bank of Eogiand, the East India Company, and 
some ethers, being exempt, 

In presenting the petition sent to him from the city of New 
York, Mr. B thought it proper to say thus much of bis opi 
nions io relation to the subject of the petition. [i might be ef 
some service tothose engaged in calling the attention of Con- 

reas (othe passage of a general law, to know that, by includ- 
ing banks, they may gain some acceasion—bis accession at least 
—to their cause; and it might be eome consolation to the bank- 
ridden people of this country to know, that they can regulate 
these iastitutions, and make them subordinste to the laws of the 
coun'ry, Whenever they choose to apply a bankrupt law to 
them. 

Mr. B. concluded with hailing, as one of the auspicious signs 
of the times—as showing the progress of the age towards cor- 
pect principles—the enthusiasm with which was received, a 
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few days ago, in a great city,and in a large meeting of mixed 
politicians, the sentiment of including corporations ia the pro- 
visions of a general bankrupt law. He alluded to the great 
meeting lately held in the city of New York, presided over by 
the Mayor, (Mr. Varian,) and attended by the business commu 
nity, without distinction of parties. Io that meeting, Mr. But- 
jer, the late Attorney General of the United States, being called 
on for his opioion, gave it infavor of including corporations in 
the same act which should apply to persons; and the sentument 
was received with enthusiasm—with vehement applause. 

Mr. B. said this was cheering—it was encouragement to go 
on. ‘Tweive years ago, when himself anda few Senators voted 
in favor of including banks in the bill then de; ending, their 
vote found hule or no respense in the public bosom. Three 
yearsago when he made a speech to the same point, he received 
nothing but solitary responses, coming from individuals, in dit- 
ferent parts of the Union. Now the sentiment finds ite re- 
sponse in the bosom of the largest meeting of business men in 
the firste ty of the New World; and from this great centre it 
must go forth to find responses from every quarter of the 
Union 

Mr. 8. then presented the petition, which received the usu- 
al reference to the Judiciary Committee 


The CHAIR presented a message from the Pre- 
sident of the United States, in reply to a resolution 
of the Senate of the 17th of February, in relation 
to the necessity of further legislation in regard to 
the papers of vessels bound on foreign voyages; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce, 

Also, a resolution of the House of Representa- 
tives of the Tersitory of Ficrida, to procure the 
pas:age ofa law to authorize the sale of certain lots 
in the town of St. Marks, in that Territory; which 
was referred to the Committze on the Public 
Lands. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented resolutions of the 
Legislature of the State of Missis»ippi, in favor of 
the passege of the Independent Treasury bill, and 
of the bill to graduate ‘he price of the public lands 
to actual settlers, and approving the policy of the 
past and present Administrations; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from citizens 
of New York, praying for the enactment of a gene- 
ral bankrupt law; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. W. also piesented a memorial from citizens 
of Ersex county, New York, praying a reduction 
of the rates of postage. 

Mr. TAPPAN presented a letter from William 
D. Jones, asking compensation for extra services 
periormed while consul at Mexico; which, with a 
resolution of inquiry on the subject, was referred 
to the C: mmittee on Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. LINN, from ihe Committee on Private 
Land Ciaims, reported a bill for the relief of John 
C.mp'oo; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. WALL, from the Joint Committee on the 
Library, made a report on the subject of the Ma- 
dison Papers, by which it appears that they have 
been printed, and are ready for delivery: t'.e report 
was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HUBBARD, from the Committee on 
Ciaims, to which was referred the petition of Wil- 
liam MeMaben, made anadverse repert the. on; 
which was ordered to be prinved. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee of the Ju- 
dietary, to which was referred 
Samuel Lord, made a rerort thereon, accompanied 
by a billfor his ielef; which was rea‘, and or- 
cered to a second reading. 

Mr. YOUNG, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, to which was referred the memorial of 
ciuzens of Ohio, for a road from the valley of the 
Ohio tothe valley of the Columbia r.ver, made an 
adverse report thereon. 


On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be, 
and hereby is, a.thorized to pay outof the con- 
tingent fund of the Senate, any excess of postage 
charged upon peckages directed to members of the 
Senate upcn public business. 

On motion of Mr. NICHOLAS, 

Resolved, That ‘he Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inqaire if any and 
what further legislation may be necessary to in- 
sure the prompt and punctual transportation of 
the mail between Mobile and New Or‘eans. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to reportio the Senate what amount of 
money has accrued, being the 5 per cent. of the 
neti proceeds of the lands lying within the State of 
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Alabama, reserved for the purposes 
6th section of the act of Cungeias | 2d Macc, te 
entitled an act to enable the people of Alab %, 
Territory to form a Cons'itution and State Renae 
ment, and for the admission of such State een 
Union oa an equal footing with the original Stare 
and what portion of the 3 per cent, (parce| ey 
5 per cent. fund) authorized by the said ac: oh 
expended under the direction of the Legislatur f 
Alabama, has been paid to the State of Alaban : 
BILLS PASSED. ” 

The bill to extend for a longer time the 
acts now in force for the relief of insolvent 
of the United States; and 

The bill to authorize the Secretary of the Trea 
sury to make an arrangement or compromise with 
any of the sureties on bonds given to the United 
States by Samuel Swartwout, late collector of th 
customs for the port of New York; : 
were severally read a third time, and passed. 

THE SPECIAL ORDER. 

The repoit of the Select Commitiee on the as. 
sumption of State debts, was then taken up and 
Mr. GRUNDY concluded his remarks on the sul 
ject. 

After some further remarks from Mr. GRUNDY 
and Mr. TALLMADGE, 

The Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuurspay, March 5, 1840. 

Mr. CHINN asked leave to offer a resolution, 
calling upon the Postmaster General for informa- 
tion re’'atung to the irregularities of the mail be. 
tween New York and New Orleans. 

Objection having been made by Mr. CRAIG, 

Mr. CHINN said the question was one of im- 
portance to the whole country; and he moved asus. 
pension of the rule. 

Which motion having becn put, the House re. 
fused to suspend the rule. 

Mr JONES of Virginia asked permission 'o offer 
a resolution that the Honse shall, on to-morow, 
go into Commitiee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, until one o’clock, for the purpose of con- 
sidering the bill authorizing the issue of five mil- 
lions of Treasury notes, and that the bill be con- 
sidered every morning at the sam. hour, un'il finally 
d sposed of, 

Mr. GRAVES objected. He thought the better 
way would be to go on with the regular business 
en the Speaker’s table, by which couse the Sub- 
Treasury bill might probably be reached to-day, 
and referred. 

Mr. JONES assured the genileman from Ken- 
tucky that the Sub-Treasury bill wou'd be taken 
up and referred at the earliest practicable moment. 
He, himsel!, would shortly a k its reference to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, after which, 
although he would give no ple’ge as to the time 
when it wou'd be reported, yet the gentleman might 
depend that it would be acted upon with the least 
possible delay. He repeated that on his part no 
effort shou'd be wanting to bring it before the 
House at the earlies: practicable moment. 

Mr. J. then moved a suspension of the rules 
to exab!e him to offer the res lution; which motion 
was negatived, yeas 103, nays 73, as follows, [not 
two-thirds ] 

YEAS—Messrs. Judson Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, Atherton, 
Ranks, Beatty, Beirne, Biddle, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
Albert G. Brown, Burke, Wiliam O. Burler, Carr, Carro!l, Ca. 
sty, Clifford, Connor, Mark A. Cooper, Craig, Dana, Daves, 
John Davis, John W. Davis, Doan, Doig, Dromgovle, Earl, 
Eastman, Ely, Fine, Fleteher, Floyd, Fornance. Jamee Gar- 
land, Gerry, Griffin, Hammond, Hand, Jobo Hastings, _ 
kins, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Holteman, Holmes, Hook, 
Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, Kemble, Leet, Leonard, “ I, 
Lucas, McClellan, MeCulloh, McKay, Mallory, Marchand, ™ 
ler, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, _— 
Parmenter, Paynter, Petrikin, Pickena, Prentiss, 4 
Reynolds, Rhett, Rives, Edward Rogers, James Rogers = a 
Shepard, Albert Smith, John Smith, Thomas smith, h “i 
weather, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, ** 
lor, Philip F. Thomas, Jacob Thompson, Turney, Van erp. 
David D. Wagener, Watterson, Weller, Jared W. Willis, 
Henry Williams, and Worthington—103. Bell 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen. Andrews, te 
Bond, Briega, Brockway, Caihoun, Carter, Chittencen, saa 
Cushing, Edward Davies, Dawson, Deberry, Devon's, ada 
Edwards, Evans, Rice Garland, Gates, Gentry, Coe elias , 
Graham, Granger, Graves, Green, Grinnell, Hall, W! stent 
Hastings, Hawes, Henry, Hil! of Virginia, Hoffman, (it 


oe ; In, Mason, 
James, Jenifer, Charles Johnston, Kempeshali, Linco!n, 
Mitchell, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Pope, Rass 
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; Rariden, Rayner, Ridgway, Russell, Simonton 

oe iat nentelp® Smith, Stanly, Stores, Stuart, Taliaferro, W! 
, : Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trumbull, Peter J. 
THOMpOes ward D. hite, John White, Thomas W. Wil 


: Waemtewis Williams, Christopher H. Williams, and Sherrod 
: Williame—73. , 

5 The s:andipg committees were then called on for 
; ris. 

d a BRIGGS moved that the House do now 
1 


f to the orders of the day. 

: ' Mr. CAMPBELL hoped betore the House pro- 

ceeded to the orders of the day, that he might be 
rmitted to make the report from the Committee 


: if Fleetions, on the New Jersey case. 
° In answer (o & Question as to whether the report 
cou'd not be received at any time, 
h The SPEAKER responded that the report could 
r oily be received When reports should be in order 
om the Commit ee of Elections. 
. Mr. CAMPSELL then moved a suspension of 
he rales to enable him to make the report. 
Seseral members suggested to Mr. C. that te 
S etter course would be to allow the question first to 
d be taken on the motion of Mr. Briaas, as in case 
. ibe House should refuse to proceed to the orders 
othe day, the call for reports would be continued, 
Y w that the report could be made in order. 
Mr. CAMPBELL then withdrew his motion to 
saspend the rules. 
The questiun was then taken on the motion to 
take up the orders of the day, and it was negatived 
—yeas 83, nays 104. 
Mr. SAMUELS, from the Committee on the Judiciary, re- 
mn, 


ried 
la- . A bill forthe relief of Sarah B. Stith and her children; which 
, yas twice read and co:nmitted 
be Also made an unfavorable report on the petition of the repre- 
seolatives of Peyton Randolph, deceased; which was laid on the 


table. 
Mr. STORRS, from the same committee, reported a bill for 
m- ihereliet of Benjamin Fry; which was read twice, and com 
Us. pitted. 
Mr. TURNEY, from the same committee, reported 
A dill tor the relief of Joseph ~~ and the heirs and legal 


Te- representatives of Robert Leckie and Jeremiah D. Hayden, de- 
ceased 

Ter A bill to refund a fine imposed on the late Matthew Lyon, un. 
der the sedition law, to his heirs and legal representatives; 

OW, which were read twige, and committed. 

the Mr. CRARY, from the same committee, reported a bill for 


the relief of William Saundersand William R. Porter, sureties 


on- oi William Estis; which was read twice, and committed. 

nil- Mr. CRAIG, frum the Committee on Revolutionary Claims, 
on- reported a bill to authorize the payment of the seven years’ 
al! aif pay, due on account of the death of Captain William 
aly Gregory, to the person or persons entitled to the same; which 


vas read twice, and committed. 
ster Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, reported a 
ti o authorize the payment of seven years’ half pay of a lieu- 















BESS HM iecant, due on account of the death of Lieutenant Jonathan Dye, 
sub. who was killed in the battle of Brandywine; which was read 
lay vice and committed. 

Jv? 


Mi. HALL, from the same committee, reported the following 
reolution, which was agreed to by the House: 

Resolved, Tnatthe Committee on Revolutionary Claims be 
itructed to inquire into the character and amount of proof 
which is required | y exis'ing laws and regulations to establish 
Caimson the U. States for Revolutionary services in the Virginia 


Cen: 
ken 
ent, 


the continental and State line and navy; and whether any, and what 
ial funher legislative provisions be necessary in regard to the mode 

’ “adjusting and allowing claims for such services; and that the 
time ee rw eennennay on the same subject maie at the 
ight lon, with the papers accompanying said reports, be re- 
mae ferred to the said Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. ELY made unfavorable reports on the cases of the heirs 
rt no @M"Capiain Jacob Cohen, the heirs of Captain Leighton Yan- 
the ie the heirs of Richard Epperson; which were laid on the 

Mr. MUNTGOMERY made an unfavorable report on the 
rules eae the heirs.ef Captain Abraham Livingston: laid on the 
otion 4 

{not Ae RANDOLPH made unfavorable reports on the cares of 
teinsofCapt. Blough Shelton, the heirs of Capt. Garland 


Bumiey, the heirs of Patrick Coyle, the heirs of Ca t. Daniel 


be ane the heirsof,Captain William ,Langborne: laid on 


~ - motion, the Committee on Revolutionary Claims were 

Davee, Mat — from the case of George Townley; and it was laid on 
pari, 7 . : 

— Mc. BRIGGS, from the Committee on Public Expenditures, 
flaw. _ following resolution; which was read, and laid on 

Mk ok, e 


Resolved, That, the duti i i i 
c Ye 7 uties originally sssigned to the Com- 
, Lave ee on Public Expenditures, by the rules of the House hav- 














Mi ~ been traneferred to other committees,and the said Com- 
Parish, a on Public Expenditures having no duties to perform, the 
anti rm "00 appointment be abolished. 
‘shaw, fiboras IN, from the Committee on the Public Lands, re- 
Siark- : : 
cor . dill granting atownship of land to the Territory of Florida 
Bes! establishment of the Dade institute; 
erpoe!, Abill for the reli : 
ilhams, ss e relief of the owners of bounty land warrants 


tdfor military services in the late war between the United 
‘sand Great Britain; 


Bell, ; 
"clark, ailto authorize the Legislature of the State of Tennessee 
‘Dillet : heretofore appropriated for the use of schools in 
Gone, MiBtich bills ; 
oan tite, vere severally read twice, and committed to the 
atv, ML eitee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 


WICK, from the @ommittee on Private Land Claims, re- 
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A bill for the relief of the children of Stephen Johnson, de- 
ceased; 

A bill for the relief of Mary Sroufe; 

A bill for the relief of Hyacinth Lasse]; 
which were severally twice read, ard committed. 

Mr. HASTINGS, from the same commitiee, reported 

A bili for the reliefof Williain Marbury of Louisiana; which 
was read twice, and committed. 

Mr. BUTLER of Kentucky, fiom the same committee, re- 
ported 

A bill for the reliefof certain settlers on the salt lick reaerva- 
tion, inthe Western District of Tennessee; 

A bill for the reliefof Chilton Allen and others; 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. R. GARLAND, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the r lef of the heirs and legal representatives of 
Don Carlos De Vilemont; which was read twice, and com 
mitted. 

Mr.E D. WHITE, from the same committee, made a re- 

ort on the cases of Pierre Molaison, Pierre Richeux, Francois 
Martin, Alice Foley, and Alexander Comeon, accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of Pierre Molaison and others. 

Mr. DILLET, from the same committee, reported 

A bill confirming the claim of Augustine Lacaste to a Certain 
tract of land therein named; and 

A bill for the relief of Ol\ver We!ch: 
which were read twice, and committed. 

Mr. D. also reported Senate bill, without amendment, enti- 
tled “An act to confirm the title to a certain tract of land in the 
county of Mobile, in the State of Alabama.”’ 

Oa motion, the Commitee on Private Land Claims were dis- 
charge’! from the cases of the representatives of Gregory Rar- 
pey and the representatives of Charles Brown’s heirs. And 
said cases were lai! on the table. 

On motion, the Committee on Private Land Claims were dis- 
charged from the petition of Samuel] Myers; and it was laid on 
the table. 

Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Manufactures, re- 
ported an act to insure the more faithful execution of the laws 
relating to the collection of duties on imports; which was read 
twice, and committed. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, reported 
a resolution, which was agreed to, that the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs, charged with the consideratien of a memorial al 
leging fraud in the negotiation of the treaty mace with the Cad- 
do Indians on the Ist July, 1835, have power to send for persons 
and papers. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, from the Committee on Military Af- 
fairs, reported 

A bill making an appropriation for surveying the Cumber- 
land road from Vandalia, Hlinois, to Jefferson City, Missours; 

An act making allowances to pay masters of the army; 

A bi lauthorizing the Commissary General of Subsistence to 
employ to additional clerks iu his office; 

Also, sundry amendments to the bill to authorize the Presi- 
den: of the United States to raise a force of 1,600 men to serve 
against the Florida Indians; 

A hill to provide for the better protection of the Northwestern 
frontier; 

A bill making appropriations for the establishment of certain 
fortifications; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. GOGGIN, from the same committee, made a repert upon 
the memorial of General Daniel Parker, accompanied by a bill 
for his relief; which were ordered to be printed, together with a 
report made in the same case, at the second session of the 
Twenty-filth Congress, and made the order of the day for to- 
morrow, 

Mr G. also, from the same committee, made a report on the 
petition of Nathaniel Offutt and others, citizens of the county 
of Hampshire, in Virginia, asking the release of Valentine Caw 
gill f om service in the army ofthe United States, adverse to the 
same: Jail on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. KEMBLE, from the same committee reported 

A bill to equalize the pay of the army, and for other pur- 
poses; which was read twice, and referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Also, an adverse reportin the case of William Strider; which 
was laid on the tab'e. 

Mr. HOLLEMAN, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, re- 
ported a bill for the relief of the sureties and heirs and repre- 
sentatives of Melancton M. Bostwich, deceased; which was 
read twice, and committed. 

Mr. GRINNELL, from the same committee, repprted a bill 
authorizing the construction of a dry dock for the naval! ser- 
vice in the harbor of New York; which was read twice, and 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOWARD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
reported a bill for the relief of Alexander H. Everett; which 
was read tiwce, and committed. 

Mr. PICKENS, from the same committee, reported a bill to 
refund certain duties in the case of the French ship Alexandre; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

Ordered, Tiat the Committee eon Foreign Affairs be diss 
charged from the petitions of citizens in relation to a Con- 
gress of Nations for the preservation of the peace of the 
world; also, from the petitions of Heman Cady and Jonathan 
Walker. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the same committee, reported a reso- 
lution, which was agreed to, directing the Committee on Fo- 
reign Affairs to inquire what legislation, if any, is necessary to 
secure to the State of Maine her rights of jurisdiction accord- 
ing to the treaty of 1783, and to protcet her in the enjoyment 
of the same against joreign invasion. 


Mr. STUART, from the Committee on Territories, reperted 
A bill for the relief Jeremiah Smith, jr.; and 
A bill to amend the act establishing the Territorial Govern- 
mentof Wisconsin; 
which were read twice, and committed. 


Mr. RAMSEY, from the same committee, reported a bill 
concerning the judiciary of Winconsin; which was read twice, 
— referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

nion. 

Mr. POPE, from the same committee, reported 

A bill to authorize the Legislative Council of Iowa to in- 
crease the jurisdiction of justices of the peace in said Terri- 








tory; 
A bill to enable the people ef Iowato form a Constitution 
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and State Government, and for the admission of such State into 
the Uniun; 

A bill to authorize the people of Middle and West Florida to 
forma constitution, preparatory to being admitied into the 
Union as a State; and 

A joint resolution disapproving certain laws of the Governor 
and Legislative Assembly of Wisconsin; 
which were severally twice read, and committed. 

Mr. EB. DAVIS, from the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, reported 

A bill tor the reliefof Elizabeth Davidson; 

A bill for the relief of John H. Genther; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal representatives of 
William Lomax; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Becker; 

A bill for the relief of Jabez Collins: 

A till forthe reliefof Phoebe Dickman, 

A bill for the relief of James Phetps; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Winston; 
which were severally read, and committed 

Mr. D. asked to be discharged from petition of Polly Hale, 
and that it be referred to the Commitee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committee, reporied 

A bill for the relief of Elizabeth Jones, and otherg 

A bill forthe relief of Thompson Hutchinson; 

A bill granting a pension to Catharine Alien; 

A bill for the relief of Jubn England; 

A bill forthe reliefof James Dealtey; 

A billfor the relief of Hugh Davis; 

A bill granting a pension to Chauncey Rice; 

A bill to amend and explain the acts passed the fourth day of 
July, 1836, and on theseventh day of July, 1538, allowing pen- 
sions to the widows of deceased officers and soldiers of the Re- 
volunion; 
which were s verally read twice, and committed, 

Mr. BROCK WAY, irom the same committee, reported 

The bill for the relief of William A. Cuddeback; 

A bill granting a pension to Eliza Foochee; 

The bill for the relief of Elizabeth French; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. STEENROD, from the same comanittee, reported 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Bailey; 

The bill for the relief of George Morris; 

A bill for restoring the name of John Latham to the pension 
roll; 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Mitchell; 

. A bill granting a pension to Reuben Murray, of the State of 

Irglila; 

A bill forthe relief ef Wealthy Baker, widow of Isaac Baker, 
deceased; 

A bill granting a pension to James Boylan; 

A bill forthe retiet of Job Halsey; 
which were severally read twice, and committed 

Mr. HAND, from the same committes, reported 

A bill granting a pengion to Leonard Smith; 

A bill for the rehef of Nathan Baldwin; 

A bill for the relief of Sarah Oakley; 

A bill for the relief of Ichabod Beardsley; 

A bill for the relief of Jacob Adams; 
which wee severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. ANDREWS, from the same commitiee, reported 

A bill granting a pension to Elizabeth Case, widow of James 
Case, deceased; 

A bill for the retief of the administrators and heirs of John 
Lindsey, deceased; 

A bill granting a pension to Thruston Cornell; 

A bill granting a pension to Martha Strong; 

A bill granting a pension to Benjamin Price; 

A bill granting a pension to David W. Sleeth; 

A tiilgranting a pension to James J. Cotfin; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. TAYLOR, trom the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of Conrad Widrig; 

A bill restoring the name of John Davis on the pension rol!; 

A bill forthe relief of James Francher; 
which were severally read twice, and committed. 

Mr. CARR, from the same committee, reported the following 
bills, which, upon his motion, Were read a tirst and second ume 
by their title, and recommitted to the Commiuites of the Whole 
on the state of the Union: 

A bill for the relief of William Andrews; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Bennett; and 

A bill for the relief of John Lybrook. 

Also, a bill forthe reliefat Stephen Oxley; 

A bill for the reliefof John Black; 

A bill forthe relief of Isaac Austin; 

A bill for the relief of Hellen Mitler; 

A bill for the relief of David Mellon; 

A bill for the relief of Henry Bush; 

A bill for the relief of Elnathan Seare; 

A bi'l torthe relief of William York; 

A bill for the relief of Mathew Wiley; 

A bill for the relief Philip Hartman; 

A bill for the relief of Christian Brougher; 

A bill for the reliefof Peter Hedrick; 

A bill for the relief of Ann Bloomfield; 

A bil! for the relief o/ krvastus Pierson; 

A bill for the re iet of Izeal Parsons; 

A bill for the relief of Michael Seitainger; 

A bill for the relief of Asenath Campbell; and 

A bill to increase the pension of William Neal; 
which bills were severally read twice and committed. 

Mr. CARR also, from the same commitiee, made adverse re- 
ports upon the petitions of Mary Reynolds; of Benjamin Webb; 
of R. Pierce and wife, representatives of Isaac Howard; of Wil- 
liam Angiea; of Ward Peck, (he is now in the receipt of $80 an- 
nually;) of Mary Richards, (this claim has been admitied at the 
Pension Office under the act of 7:h July, 1828;) of Thomas 
Baldridge; of George Harmon; of Noah Smith; of John Beck; 
of Barbara Forbes, (thisclaim has been admitted at the Pension 
Department under the act of 7th July, 1838;) of Gabriel Heicks; 
of Catharine Smith, (allowed at the Pension Department under 
the aet of 7th July, 1838;) of Unice Able; of Benjamin Webber; 
of Anne Watson; of D. Sterritt; which were ordered to lie on the 
table. 

Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions, made unfaverabie reports on the petitions of Stephen 
Freeman, of Elizabeth Rowe, widow of Squire Ambler, of 
Timothy Bhaye, and of Samue] Campbel), which were ordered 
to lie on the table, 
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Mr. T. also made unfavorable reports on the following peti- 
tions, and the Commitiee on Revoluvionary Pensions were 
discharged {rem their further consideration, viz: Henry Evel, 
Joshua Batley, John Coure!, Thos. Harvey, Phebe Peck, Mary 
Pike, Samuel Pewingel, Mrs. J. Smith, Pe.er Haas, Jacob Mil- 
jer, Margaret Lawrence, Isiac Fowler, Samuel Gray, Caivin 
Goodno, Anu Kaephly, Sarah Callender, Elisia Dillingham, the 
wi low of Caleb Faxon, John ML. Fatlen, Elizabeth Rowe, Dantel 
Wools y. Sarah Deckert, Jicobusa Swaitwoud, Tunis Swart, Jno. 
Crt, Charlies L. Brow, Azubah Harrington, Gaius Paddock, 
John Hasey, Lets Poad, Susan Borden, Mary Hickman, John 
Boyd, Jusuce Arunan, Jane Burgess, Michael Bock, Eleazer 
Ailen, Joseph B. Brooka, Daniel W. Kenney, Maria IMorabeck, 
John Brower, Joseph Wood, Wm. Meade, Valentine Miller, 
David Mallory, Ann Goldsoury, the heirs of Benjamin Chappell, 
loaac Haviland, Jolin Steigleman, Newcomb Blodget, Amasa 
Dunbar, Jacob Gist, Wiliam Jenkinson, John Whitman, Jere- 
miah Odell, Heary Peyton, Evan Thomas, Susan Titus, Eliza- 
beth Allen, Timothy Shay, Samuel Campbell, John Reed, ‘Tio 
Ramsay, Winney Porter, Beoja nin Pierce, John Snow, Wm. 
Amy, Sophia Delesdernier, Puebe Smith, Catharine Rinker, S. 
Jordon, Stephen Freeman, David Mason, John Edmondson, 
Elizabeth Truax, James Reed, Margaret Askins, Peter Catlett, 
Thomas Hail, Charles Watts, John Magoon, Sarah Parsons, 
John Atherton, Merifield Viekory, Martha Lamore. Margaret 
and Mary Daring, Jacob Ford, Richard Kanes, Susan Camp- 
bell, Oliver Peck, Pliny Hays, Joho Voorhees, Samuel Dean, 
Susan Rodgers, Poliy Hamiiton, John tf Schenck, Joseph Par. 
ker, Doreas Collv, and Ensign Michel! 

Mr.8 WILLIAMS, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, 
reporte |! 

A bill for the relief of Peter A. Myers; 

A tnil for thereliaf of Joti Piper; 

A bill for the relief of Job Woo 

A bill for the relief of Mary Hunter; 

A billfor the relief ef Joho Kee er; 

A bill for the relief of Fielding Pratt; 

A bill tor the relief of James Fleming; 

A bill for the relief of Samuel M Asbury; 

A bill for the reliefof Neti Shannon; 

A bill for the relief of Elijah Blodgett; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Collins; 

A bill to restore to certain dnvalid and other pensioners the 
amount of pensions by them relinquished; 
which were severally read twice,and committed 

Mr. DOAN, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of Stephen Appleby; 

A bill for the relief of Dantel W. Goines; 

A bill for the relief of Hiram Saul; and 

A bill ‘or the relief of James Baily; 
which were severally twice read, and committed, 

Mr. STRONG, trom the same comnities, reported 

A bill for the relief of Samuel B. Hughes; 

A bili for the relief of Thomas Wilson; 

A bill for the reli f of John E. Wrigin; 

A bill for the reltet of James Cummings; 

A bill for the relief of William B. Hug es; 

A bill for the relie! of John HE. Lincoln; 

A bill for the relief of Jared Winslow; 
w iich were seversily twice read, and committed, 

Mr. 8S. W. MORRIS, from the same couinnittee, reported 

A bill for the relief of Myron Chapin 


A bill for the relief of Barton Hooper; 

A \ill for the reljef of Charles Risley; 

A bill for the rei: f of Gideon Sheldo 4; 

A bill for the relief of Levi Johnson: 

A bill for the reliefof Robert Frazier; 

A bill tor the reliefof Lyman Bristol; 

A bill for the relief of Isaac Jusiice; 

A bill forth: relief of Medad Cook; 
which were severally twice read and, committed. 

Mr. M. also made unfavorable reports in the cases of Jeremi- 
ah A. Winney, Samuel D. Bayuard, Join Higie, Johns Deans, 
D wmiel Morse, jr Laban Williams, ant Captain Jolin Patton; 
which were erdered to lie on the table. 

Mr. RANDALL, from the same committee, reported 

A bill forthe relief of Pamela Brown 

A bill for the reliefof James Smith 

A bill for the relief of Sylvester Tiffany; 

A bill for the reliefof William Sloan; 

A bill or the relief of Robert Whiter; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Kaife; 

A bill for the relief of Levi M. Roberts; 
which were severally read twice, and commited.4 

Mr. CIITPENDEN, from the same committee, reported 

A bill for the relief of William Butterfield; 

A bill for the relie! of George Hommiil; 

A tnll for the relief of Jacob Guler; 

A bill for the relief of David Wilsen; 

A bill for the reli fof Siumuel Brown; 

A bill for the reliefof Emanuel Srote; 

A hill forthe relief of Isaac Boyd; 

A Will for -he reliefot William Bowman; 

A tull for the relief of Benjamin McCullock; 

A bill for the relief of Lyman Cook; 
wich were severally read, 

Mr. PALEN. fromthe sameacommittes, reporte | 

A bill for the relie(of David A. Buldwio; 

A bill for the reli fo LeviCollimne; 

A bill for the rehef of Lieutenant John Allison; 

A bill forthe relief or William Poole; 

A bill for the relief of Josiah Strong; 

A bill for the relief of Seneca Rider 

A bill for the relief of Peter W. Short; 

A bill for the relief of Jehoeaph it Briges; 

A bill to repeal so much of the act entitled “An aet for the r> 
lief of certain invaliil pensioners therein named, pasaed the 2d 
of March, 1333, as grants a pension to Jesse Cunningham; 
which bills were severally read twice, and commited 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the same committee, re 
ported 

A bill for the relief of Simeon Knichr; 

A bill for the revief of Robert Lucas; 

A bill for the reliefof John Brown; 

A bill for the relief of Wilfred Kaot; 

A bill for the relief of William Glover; 
which were severally read wwics, and committed. 

Mr. PETRIKIN, from the Committee on the Public Buildings 
and Grounds, reported a resolution, which was agreed to, calliog 
on the President to inform the House under what authority the 
plan of the General Post Ojtice building was adopted, anda 
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different mode of construction in the basement story, and in the 
elevation of the building, so as to abridge its capacity to the ac- 
commodation of the Cy Post Office, substituted for the ar- 
rangement proposed ia the plan and estimates exuibited by the 
architect, and reportedto the House of Representatives of the 
last Congress; and if the same, when completed, wail afford 
sufficient and convenient accotmmodations both for the General 
Posi Office Department and the City Post Office, ete. 

Mr. LINCOLN, from the same committee, reported a bill 
making appropriations for certain repairs and improvements 
upon the public buildings and grounds, and for other pur- 
poses: referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. HOPKINS, on leave, presented petitions of citizens of 
Wythe county, Virginia, praying Congress to relieve Joseph 
Ramsay, a surveying officer of the Revolu'io |, from a judgment 
recovered against him at the suit of the Upited States. Re- 
ferredto the Comm tee on the Judie ary. 

Mr. P. F. THOMAS presenced the pettion of James Seaburn, 
praying that certain tonnage duty paid by him at Wiimington, 
N ©. 10 13:5, may be refuuded. Referred to the Coinmuittee 
of Ways and Meana. 

Mr CALHOUN, from the committee appointed on the sub- 
ject, made a report, accompanied by a bill, granting a bounty in 
lan? to such soldiers of the old fourth regiment of Unned 
States ivfantry as served during any part of the war with 
Great Bitain. Read, and referred tv a Commitee of the Whole 
Honese 

Mr. JOTIN QUINCY ADAMS, from the committee to which 
was referre! the bill to provide for the disposal and manage- 
ment of the fund bequea hed by James Smithson to the United 
States fer the establishment ofan institution for the increase and 
diffusion of knowledge among men, reported an amendatory 
hill, accomdanied by a report, which were committed to the 
Cemmittes of the Whole on the siate of the Union. 

Mr. TILLINGHIAST, from the Committee on the Library, 
reported a joint resolution for the disposition of certain docu- 
ments now deposited in the Library of Congress; which was 
read 

In the course of the despatch of the ahove business from the 
committees, one question arose on discharging the Committee 
on Indian Affairs from the conside: ation of certain papers, and 
referring them to the Committee of Claims, which was debated 
at considerable Jength, and finally decided by yeas aad nays— 
yeas 77, navs 56. 

Mr. BELL having introdrced a resolution granting to the 
Committee on Io lian Affairs power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, witha view to investigate certain alleged fraudsin a 
treaty made with the Caddo Ind ans— 

Mr. GARLANDof Louisiana said he hoped the resoluticn 
reparted hy the Committee on Indian Affairs would be adopted, 
and that the committee would proceed with as much diligence 
aspossibleto the examination of the charges contained m the 
petition of Samuel Norris, alleging fraud and misconduct 
against Jehiel Brooks. the comnmussioner who negonated the 
treaty with the Caddo Indians of 1835, by wh'ch* Norria alle- 
ges he hes been injured, andthe Government defrauded out of 
a valuab'e tract of land. 

Mr. G. said, from the delay that had occurred, and from the 
representations which would probably be made by Brooks, it 
michtappear he had been remiss in the discherge of his duty. 
To counteract any impression of the kindthat might be made 
on auy portion of his constituents, he thought it nec ssary to re- 
call the attention of the House to what had taken place, and 
the faetsas they appeare.lon the journal, or were known to the 
members. 

Mr. G. caid he had hadthe memorial of Mr. Norris in his 
possession some time before he had an opportunity of present- 
ing it,in consequence of the peculiar condition of the House. 
He had mentioned some of the facts in relation to this transac- 
tion to a person in this city, who is interested in the land, and 
told him that, as soon as practicable, it was his (Mr. G’-) inten- 
tion to present the matter to the considefation of the House of 
Representatives. This conversation, which was a_ general 
character, he believed. had been communicated to Brooks, but 
in what language he did not know 

Mr. G. said, that on the 6th of February, as wonld appear 
by the journal, he had presented the petiticn of Mr. Norris, 
with the evidencein supportef it. It was the first day, under 
the rules, that he could present that petition, or any cther. 
When he presented it, he called the attention of the House, 
and particularly that of the chairman of the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs|Mr. Bett] to its contents, which he stated very 
fully, and reqnested his immediate attention to it. Some five 
or six days alter, (Mr. G said.) he had received @ letter from 
Jechiel Brooks, stating that he had been waiting for some time 
to see his(Mr. G’s) “indictment” againsthim. ‘The tone and 
evident object of the letter was, doubtless, to get up an issne 
different from the one made by Mr. Norris, and with another 
person—for what purpose it was not difficult to divine. 

Mr. G. said, as it was not his intention to permit any change 
of the issne presented, or to have the investigation smothered 
by a personal controversy with Mr. Brooks, he had not an- 
swered the letter, but immediately informed a member of the 
Committee on Tadian Affairs of it, and desired that an imme- 
diate investigation take place, and that Brooks be notified of 
it. Some days after, he received another letter from Brooks, 
reierating his request, in impertinent language, which Mr. 
G. said he did not choose to noUce, but called on the chairman 
of the committee, and requested the memorial of Norris might 
he taken up without delay, and Brooks notified, which was 
promised. Mr. G. said adelay had occurred in the committee, 
from the mass of business before it, and the fact that the me- 
morial was not laid before it by the officers of the [Mouse for 
some week or ten deys after it was presented, in consequence 
of the mass of petitions presented on the Sth and 6th February, 
all of which had to be entered on the journal, docketed, and dis- 
tributed. 

Mr. G. said that, on the 24th of February, with a view of fa- 
cilitating the investigations of the Committee on Indian Affaire, 
it wonld appear from the journal that he had offered a res¢ lu? 
tion calling on the Secretary of War for all the documents, pa 
pers, and information in the possession of the Department in 
relation to the negotiation and execution of the Caddo treaty, 
and particularly in relation to the reservations of land in it. 
The resolution 1s very comprehensive, and covers the whole 
ground, It isas follows: 
~ “Regelved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to this House the amount agreed to be paid to the 
Caddo Indians by the treaty made with them on July 1, 1835, at 
what times and dates the said sums were paid, to whom paid, 








by whom paid, and whether the Indians have re 


. : ceiv. : 
sums; if so, whetner in money or merchandise; and itahe' aid 
ter, what was its real value. " Also, that he communica“; 


the correspondence in the Department relating to the 
of said sums, together with ali the informauon in his = ee 
connected with the subject. And the said Secretary ee 
rected to communicate, in a separate report, all the detean al 
on file in relation to the negotiation 0} said treaty with th menia 
do Indians, and the reservation therein made, the instruct hae 
the commissioners who negotiated the same, and aii ea ONS to 
dence with him or other persons in relation to said treat ao 
reservations therein; the rights of the Lidians to the aan ms 
was occupied by them; what right or claim the conan mee 
whose favor the reservations are made have or had to the =a 
and geverally all documents or information in the néateesian 3 
the Department relating to the rights or claims of the ail ™ 
dians; the negotiation and execution of the treaty, the rides . 
individuals who have been affected by it; the objecis of shi of 
vernment in making said treaty, and any otuer matter h “— 
think proper connected with these objects.” omy 

Mr. G. said it would be recollected he had m yy. 
diate adoption of the resolution, stating atthe time 
desirable to obtain the information immediately, as i, was 
cessary to prosecute the investigation into the alieged fraud 4 
relation to the reservations in the Caddo treaty. “An cbjegien 
was made to the cousideration of the resolntion at that tine io 
gentleman from Tennessee, (Mr. Cave JouNnson,] and hover 
Mr. G. had earnesily appea ed to him to withdraw the ‘on 
tion, he had persisted, an { the resolution necessarily land 9 
under the rules of the House. On the morning oj the 26th at 
February, this resolution waa published in the Nationa! Inte}) 
gencer. On the afternoon of that day, Mr. Brooks, who had 
been so anxiously waiting for my indictment, set off to Loy, 
isiana, leaving a letter to be delivercd to me after he was gone, 
impugning my motives, and threatening me with Consequences 
which he had not the courage to stay here to execute. This jn 
ter (Mr. G. said) was delivered to him whilst in his seat, on tie 
27th of February, by one of the pages of the Mouse. Heimny. 
diately had inquiries made for Brooks, and found he had goue 
the day pievious. : 

Mr. G. repeated his wish that the resolution should be ad int. 
ed, and that the committee would take immediate measures to 
notify Brooks, and proceed to the investization of the charges 
which he pretended to court, and ot which he might have heey 
informed any day after the 6th of February, by application 1 
the Clerk of the House. 

The resolution of Mr. BELL was adopted 

Another brisk discussion took place on a resolution move! by 
Mr. Pickens. chairman of the Committee on Foreign Afar 
for the furnishing that committee wiih maps, those now in its 
committee room being antiquated, and in a great degree rpeless 

Mr. PETRIKIN desired that the commuitee should be re. 
stricted to such maps only as were now 1a the commiltee roo 
of the library. 


Mr. SUMTER warmly remonstrated acainst such an jira 
and spoke of the vast Importance of the macters submitied w ihe 
committee, and the necessity of iis having all the lights which 
could be obtained, - 

Mr. ADAMS wished the committee confined to a é finite 
number of maps; as the CLERK mig!it otherwise make a con- 
tract with Mr. Langtree to furnish ali the maps in Arrow: mith’s 
collection, for aught he or the House knew. 

Mr. PETRIKIN withdrew his amendinent, and the resolu- 
tion was recommitted. 

Mr. CLIFFORD, from the Committee on Foreign Affairs, in- 
troduced a resolution that so much of the Presulent’s message 
as relates to the Northeastern boundary of the United States be 
Jeferred to that committee 

Mr. GARLAND objected to this resolution as out of order, the 
whole message having already been referred to the Comn.itee 
ofthe Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. CLIFFORD then proposed, as his individual act, to mo- 
dify the resolution. 

Mr. GARLAND objected to this as equally out of order, te 
cause the gentieman could not, as a private individual, modily 
aresointion reported by a committee of the House. 

Mr. PICKENS said the on!y de-ign of resolution was to give 
the commi tee cognizance of the su! ject, which it might beim 
portant for it to have. 

Mr. HUNT objected, but said that if the chairman of the 
committee would say it was now important, he would withraw 
his objection. 

Mr. CLIFFORD inquired whether his resolution,as movified, 
had been entertained by the Cratr? 

The CHAIR replying in the negative— 

Mr. EVANS appealed; when after some conversation, Nr 
Hunt withdrew his objection, and Mr. Evans his appeal, aid 
the resolution, as modified, was agreed to. 

The call of committees for reporte having proceeded as far 
as the Committee on Revisal and Unfinished business— 

Mr. HOFFMAN moved an adjournment, but 1 did no 
prevail 

The call of committers was now resumed, and when it had 
proceeded as far as the Committee on the Expenditures in the 
Department of War— 

Mr. R. GARLAND, chairman of that committee, moved tha! 
the commiitee have power to send for persons and pape © 
erable it to inquire into the legality of those expenditures; '° 
gether with an amendment proposing that the committee by '¢ 
power to employ a clerk at $4 per day during the sitting of ihe 
committee. 

Mr. PETRIKIN demanded the previors question on there 
solution and amendment. ; 

The call was seconded by the Mouse, and the prev-ous qu* 
tion was thereupon put and carried. ; 

And the main question being first on the amendment, it ¥4 
negatived—yeas 73, nays 99. 

So the House refused to allow the committee aclerk = 

The question was then put on the adoption of the reso'uti™, 
and decided in the affirmative—yras 109, nays 58. 


The CHAIR announced that reports fiom th 
Committee of Elections would be in order. 


NEW J&RSEY ELECTION. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, from the Commitiee of Elee- 
tions, to which was referred the resolution of the 
House of th: 28th ult. directing said committee 
report fortwith to the House, which five of thet? 
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